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1.2. For the purposes of this assessment, the allocation area shall be referred to as óthe Siteô and the 2km HER 

search area (from the centre of the Site) shall be referred to as óthe Study Areaô. Notably the Grade I Listed 

Cathedral Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St Chad (List Entry ID: 1298431) which is located in the 

centre of Lichfield, has been given particular consideration.  

1.3. This report provides a baseline summary of the significance of known heritage assets within the Site and 

Study Area, based on documentary research and a site inspection. The aim is to assess the potential 

impact of a development on the significance of these heritage assets.  

1.4. This assessment follows best practice procedures produced by Historic England1,2,3,4, the Chartered 

Institute for Archaeologists5 and is designed to meet the requirements of heritage planning policy contained 

in Section 16 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF)6.  

1.5. Planning policy, legislation and guidance relating to the historic environment (see Appendix A for detail) 

sets out the need to consider all elements of the historic environment to inform the planning process, and 

where appropriate, measures to mitigate adverse impacts from proposed developments.  

The Site 

1.6. The Site is approximately 230 (ha) in extent, centred on Ordnance Survey Grid Reference SK 13351 

11445. 

1.7. The Site is located roughly 1.5 km north east of the city of Lichfield. The west boundary of the Site is formed 

by Curborough Brook and the plots which follow farm buildings in Curborough. The north extent follows 

field boundaries which curve south east towards the Scheduled Monument at Streethay. The south of the 

Site is bounded by modern development at Roman Heights and the railway line.  

1.8. A number of footpaths traverse the Site from the mid-point on the west boundary to the east, crossing 

another footpath which travels north from near Brownsfields Farm to the north boundary of the Site.  

1.9. Netherstowe Lane crosses the west side of the Site from north to south, following irregular field boundaries.  

1.10. There are 3 designated heritage assets within the Site including a Scheduled Monument and two Grade II 

Listed buildings.  

 
1 Historic England, July 2015. The Historic Environment in Local Plans - Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in 
Planning: 1 
2 Historic England, July 2015. Managing Significance in Decision-Taking in the Historic Environment - Historic Environment 
Good Practice Advice in Planning: 2 
3 Historic England, December 2017. The Setting of Heritage Assets - Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in 
Planning Note 3 (Second Edition) 
4 Historic England, 2019. Statements of Heritage Significance: Analysing Significance in Heritage Assets 
5 Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, January 2017. Standard and guidance for historic environment desk-based 
assessment 
6 Department for Communities and Local Government, 2019. National Planning Policy Framework 
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2. Methodology 

2.1. This report provides an assessment of the potential impacts on heritage assets arising from a development 

within the Site.  

2.2. This assessment has included the following: 

¶ Identification of any designated or non-designated heritage assets potentially affected by future 

development; 

¶ Research to obtain information from historic maps, documents and secondary sources relating to 

identified heritage assets; 

¶ Review of the Historic Environment Record (HER) for designated and non-designated heritage assets;  

¶ Consultation of Historic Englandôs National Heritage List; 

¶ A walk-over survey of the Site and the surrounding area; 

¶ Assessment of the potential for known and any as yet unknown archaeological remains to survive 

within the Site; 

¶ Assessment of the heritage significance of the identified heritage assets, including the contribution 

made by setting to significance; 

¶ Assessment of the potential impacts, both direct and indirect (due to change within an assetôs setting) 

that development (as known) will have on the significance of the heritage assets; 

¶ Production of recommendations for additional field investigations or mitigation in line with statutory 

requirements and best practice guidelines; and 

¶ Consultation of local and national planning policy and guidance pertaining to heritage.  

2.3. Appendix D presents all relevant HER records in the Study Area (2 km radius from the centre of the Site). 

A map showing the Study Area and locations of the HER records is included at Appendix D. The number 

references used in the text are those used by the HER or National Heritage List.  

2.4. The relevant legislation and policy context are set out in Appendix A of this report. 

2.5. Statutory designation descriptions are reproduced in Appendix B of this report.  

2.6. The Site and Study Area were visited in October 2020. The aim of the Site walkover was to identify any 

features of heritage merit. Footpaths were walked through the Site. A photographic record of the visit was 

made. A number of the resultant images are reproduced in this report. 

2.7. In order to assess the indirect impact of a proposed development on the significance of a heritage asset, 

arising from change within its setting, this assessment has followed the four steps set out in Historic 

Englandôs guidance The Setting of Heritage Assets7. These steps are as follows: 

¶ Step 1: Identify which heritage assets and their settings are affected; 

 
7 Historic England, December 2017. The Setting of Heritage Assets - Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in 
Planning Note 3 (Second Edition) 
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¶ Step 2: Assess the degree to which these settings make a contribution to the significance of the 

heritage asset(s) or allow significance to be appreciated; 

¶ Step 3: Assess the effects of the proposed development, whether beneficial or harmful, on that 

significance or on the ability to appreciate it; 

¶ Step 4: Explore ways to maximise enhancement and avoid or minimise harm. 

2.8. Section 3 of this report identifies any heritage assets potentially affected by future development and the 

potential for unknown/unrecorded (archaeological) heritage assets, as well as provides an overview of the 

historical development of the Site and its surroundings.  

2.9. An analysis of the existing Site conditions, based on the Site inspection, is presented in Section 4.  

2.10. Section 5 provides an assessment of the significance of the heritage assets potentially affected by future 

development. To assess the heritage significance of the identified heritage assets, this report has drawn 

guidance from Historic England8 which recommends making assessments under the categories of: 

Archaeological interest, Architectural and Artistic interest, and Historic interest. 

2.11. An assessment of the potential impact of a development on the identified heritage assets is presented in 

Section 6, in line with Step 3 of Historic Englandôs guidance9. Further detail on the factors to consider when 

assessing impact, is outlined in Section 6.  

2.12. Section 7 concludes with a summary of the results of this assessment and provides recommendations 

relating to future development.  

 
  

 
8 Historic England, 2019. Statements of Heritage Significance: Analysing Significance in Heritage Assets - Historic England 
Advice Note 12. 
9 ibid 
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3. Heritage Baseline 

Heritage Assets 

Designated Heritage Assets considered relevant to the assessment 

3.1. The locations of the designated heritage assets are identified on Figure 2. 

 

 

Figure 2 Map showing Site and locations of designated heritage assets  
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3.2. Designated heritage assets within the Site and its environs have been reviewed. The following designated 

heritage assets have been scoped into this assessment, with designation descriptions reproduced in 

Appendix B.  

3.3. The following are located within the Site:  

¶ Scheduled Monument Moated site and plunge bath at The Manor House (List entry ID: 1011063); 

¶ Grade II Brownsfield Farmhouse (List Entry ID: 1180262); and 

¶ Grade II Plunge Bath Approximately 25 Yards South West of The Manor (List Entry ID: 1294999). 

3.4. The following relevant assets are located outside of the Site:  

¶ Grade II The Manor (List Entry ID: 1374245);  

¶ Grade II Curborough Farmhouse (List Entry ID: 1038913);  

¶ Grade I Cathedral Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St Chad (List Entry ID: 1298431); and 

¶ Grade II* Church of St Michael (List Entry ID: 1292420). 

3.5. The following designated heritage assets have been visited and scoped out of this assessment. They are 

located outside the Site: 

¶ Grade II Streethay House Farmhouse (List Entry ID: 1294996); and 

¶ Trent and Mersey Canal Conservation Area. 

Non-Designated Heritage Assets considered relevant to the assessment 

3.6. Non-designated heritage assets within the Site and its environs have been reviewed. The following non-

designated heritage assets have been scoped into this assessment. 

3.7. There are no non-designated heritage assets located within the Site. 

3.8. The following relevant assets are located outside the Site: 

¶ Rough Stockings 

¶ Curborough House 

3.9. The following non-designated heritage asset has been visited and scoped out of this assessment. It is 

located outside the Site: 

¶ Curborough Old Hall 

3.10. A map noting the location of HER monuments/events and accompanying gazetteer is included in Appendix 

D. 
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Archaeological and Historical Overview  

3.11. The information below is based on a review of the Staffordshire Historic Environment Record and archival 

research.   

3.12. The origins and development of the Site at North Lichfield, and its surrounding area, are presented in the 

following text summarising the principal heritage assets within the Study Area.  

Historic Environment Characterisation (LHECZ 6 - Lichfield: Land around Streethay) 

Summary of HECZ 

3.13. Field systems and the expanded settlement of Streethay dominate the LHECZ and these mostly reflect 

twentieth century changes to the landscape. To the north west of the zone a large area of earlier enclosure 

survives which had its origins as medieval open fields, probably enclosed during the post medieval period. 

Other than the modern village of Streethay the settlement pattern is predominantly dispersed in nature, 

with most of the farmsteads dating to at least the nineteenth century. Medium or large-scale development 

is likely to have some impact upon the historic environment assets of the zone. Any development which 

may be planned for the zone would need to address impacts upon and potential mitigation strategies for: 

¶ the Conservation Areas and adjacent Listed Buildings 

¶ the Scheduled Monument 

¶ the relationships between the existing historic landscape character and settlement pattern to the 

north west of the zone and how this could be retained or reflected the potential for below ground 

archaeological deposits 

Designations within the HECZ 

3.14. There are 6 Listed Buildings within the LHECZ, including a milestone on the Coventry Canal. 

3.15. There is one Scheduled Monument a moated site and plunge bath north west of Streethay. 

3.16. There are no other designated sites falling within this LHECZ. 

 Archaeological Character of the HECZ 

3.17. Very little archaeological work has been carried out within the LHECZ except for an evaluation upon the 

West Coast main railway line and some work on aerial photography in the north as part of the Trent Valley 

Cropmark Survey.DST7273 Lichfield: Land around Streethay. 

3.18. The overall character of the HECZ for the earlier Prehistoric period is likely to have been of a heavily 

wooded landscape perhaps supporting a pastoral economy from the Bronze Age onwards. Early human 

activity is known within the northern part of the LHECZ and comprises an undated lithic working site west 

of Streethay and cropmark features, including enclosures and a ring ditch to the north west of the village. 



Page 12   

 

 
For further  
information 

enquiries@placeservices.co.uk   

 

3.19. Evidence of Roman activity is limited to the line of Rykneld Street running south west to north east across 

the LHECZ. This Roman route bisects the village of Streethay and two unstratified find spots of Roman 

coins have been found nearby, one of which may have comprised a hoard. Currently no Roman sites have 

been identified in or around Streethay itself. 

3.20. This area is likely to have formed part of Cannock Forest by the mid eleventh century and the landscape 

may have been dominated by woodland, wood pasture and/or heathland. Consequently, earlier activity 

may have been confined to a pastoral economy which exploited these landscapes. Settlement would have 

been sparse and concentrated upon clearings within the still heavily wooded landscape. Further research 

on the earlier environment would enhance our understanding of the landscape of the LHECZ prior to the 

medieval period. 

Historic Landscape of the HECZ 

3.21. The historic landscape is dominated by Post 1880s Reorganised Fields which are likely to date to the 

second half of the twentieth century when pressures to intensify agricultural production led to the removal 

of many field boundaries. The origins of these fields are unclear at present, but some may have once 

formed part of an open field system serving Streethay. The modern field systems around Fulfen Farm 

certainly have their origins as open fields. These open fields were enclosed through verbal, informal 

agreements between the farmers known as Piecemeal Enclosure which had begun by at least the early 

sixteenth century in Staffordshire. The presence of a watermill at Darnford in the south of the LHECZ 

attests to the presence of arable cultivation in the wider area. 

3.22. Piecemeal Enclosure is also indicated around Curborough House and Brownsfield Farm, which had its 

origins as open fields probably, associated with both Lichfield city and Curborough. Brownsfields Farm 

dates to the eighteenth century and may have been built when the open fields here were first enclosed as 

Piecemeal Enclosure.  

3.23. To the east of the Coventry Canal lies a small area of nineteenth century reorganised Piecemeal Enclosure, 

which also had its origins as an open field system in the medieval period. This particular field system is 

likely to have belonged to Streethay. 

3.24. The settlement pattern is one that is still predominantly dispersed in nature. However, the hamlet of 

Streethay has expanded considerably during the later twentieth century and now practically forms part of 

the Lichfield conurbation. Streethay was first mentioned in documentary sources in the later twelfth century 

and a surviving Scheduled moated site lies to the north of the modern settlement. Other settlements 

comprise Curborough first recorded in the thirteenth century which is believed to be the site of a deserted 

settlement; Fulfen which was first mentioned in the mid twelfth century and Darnford which was the site of 

a watermill by 1243. All three of these sites comprise farmsteads, which date to at least the nineteenth 

century. 

3.25. The farms at Fulfen and Curborough may have earlier origins. There are four farmsteads which date to at 

least the nineteenth century including Curborough Farm, Curborough House Farm, Brownsfield Farm and 

Streethay Farmhouse. 
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3.26. Towards the end of the eighteenth century the Coventry Canal and the Wyrley and Essington Canal were 

constructed meeting at the Huddlesford Junction just outside the LHECZ. The Wyrley and Essington Canal 

is disused within the LHECZ, but the Coventry Canal is still in use and there are three accommodation 

bridges and a coal wharf surviving along its length within the character zone. 

 

Archaeological and Historical Overview of the Site and Study Area 
 

Prehistoric 

3.27. Within the Site very limited evidence of prehistoric occupation has been recorded in the form of fieldwalking 

finds. A number of flint flakes have been recovered from a field on the western side of the Site (HER 05211), 

which indicates some limited prehistoric activity.  

3.28. In the southern part of the Site, an area of features identified from aerial cropmarks has been identified as 

probable ring ditches, which are normally suggestive of the remains of round barrows (ploughed flat burial 

mounds) of Bronze Age date (HER 01336).  

3.29. To the north of the Site an area interpreted as the possible site of a Roman villa has also produced material 

during fieldwalking of Mesolithic to Bronze Age date (HER 05115).  

3.30. Immediately to the south of the Site a single post hole of prehistoric date, this was recovered from evaluation 

work in the Streethay area (Cotswold 2016).  

3.31. Evidence indicates there is the potential for occupation within the vicinity during the prehistoric period.  

Late Iron Age and Roman 

3.32. The south eastern boundary of the Site is formed by Rykneld Street Roman Road (HER 01144), now largely 

following the route of the modern A38. In some places along the route, the Agger and roadside ditch survives 

as earthworks 

3.33. Within the Site, on the western boundary, metal detecting has recovered a number of Roman brooches 

(HER 05117). The location of these lie relatively close to the site of a potential villa to the north of the Site 

(HER 05115).  

3.34. A Roman coin hoard is recorded within the western side of the Site (HER 05211) comprising a total estimate 

of 80-100 coins of first to second century date. No other material has been recorded; however, these were 

metal detected so other material may not have been recovered.  

3.35. To the south, an archaeological evaluation within the Streethay area has identified two intercutting features 

dating to the first century AD. These were interpreted as being potentially related to crop drying (Cotswold 

Archaeology 2016).   

 

Early Medieval 

 

3.36. No evidence of early medieval occupation has been identified. 
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Medieval 

3.37. Streethay, situated to the immediate east of Lichfield and covering the south east corner of the Site, is one 

of the ancient townships associated with the Lichfield area and has historical records dating back to at least 

1327.10 

3.38. Significant medieval development within the Site included the Scheduled Monument at The Manor House, 

Streethay, which comprises a medieval moated site (List entry ID: 1011063). The moated manor is located 

within the southern extent of the Site. This was originally surrounded by a water-filled moat, acting as a 

symbol of status rather than defensive. The peak period during which moated sites were built was between 

about 1250 and 1350, and they served as prestigious residences throughout the country, although 

concentrated within the Midlands and East. The exact location of the infilled eastern moat arm at Streethay 

is unknown but the western arm and the western section of the southern arm of the moat are still visible.  

3.39. There is also evidence of medieval activity to the north of the Site. To the north west lies the potential site 

of a deserted medieval village of Curborough Somerville (HER 59172). Earthworks and geophysical survey 

indicate a sunken track with a curving anomaly forming its western edge. Previously the site of the deserted 

medieval settlement had been identified within the Site (HER 02089), and it is possible that it covered a 

large area between this site and that described above however, only further assessment can confirm this. 

Evidence of ridge and furrow earthworks are recorded from aerial photographs from 1963, indicating further 

evidence of occupation within the area (HER 40157).   

 

Post-Medieval  

3.40. During the post-medieval period there were a number of changes in the area, many of which are 

documented on historic maps. John Speedôs map of the County of Staffordshire shows the settlement of 

Curborough to the north of Lichfield city (Figure 3).  

 
10 https://www.fradleyandstreethayparishcouncil.gov.uk/Streethay_22129.aspx 
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Figure 3 John Speedôs Map of the County of Staffordshire, 1610 

3.41. During the post-medieval period, additions and changes to the land surrounding the Manor House were 

made, including the construction of the post medieval listed building and plunge bath located to the south 

west of the house (List entry ID: 1011063). Documentary records indicate that the 'Great Moat' was cleaned 

out and converted into a fish farm in 1704, at which time it is thought that the northern and eastern moat 

arms were infilled, and the site achieved its existing configuration. There are slight earthworks on the moated 

island to the south of the manor house which indicate the former location of earlier buildings. 

3.42. In the south western part of the Site is Brownsfields Farm, an eighteenth-century farm complex laid out 

around a series of regular courtyards with a designated farmhouse at its centre.  

3.43. The Burton Upon Trent Turnpike Road, first mentioned in 1792, connected the towns of Burton upon Trent, 

Alrewas, Lichfield, Brownhills and Shenstone (HER 58462) using the same route as the earlier Roman road 

(HER 01144). 

3.44. Approximately centrally located, although excluded from the red line, Curborough House Farm is encircled 

by the Site. This forms a farmstead laid out around a loose courtyard enclosed by buildings on three sides. 

3.45. To the north west of Curborough House Farm lies Curborough Farm (HER 53097), similarly of eighteenth-

century origin, with an L-shaped courtyard, with the farmhouse designated at Grade II.  

3.46. Yatesô map of the County of Stafford shows some of these developments, particularly around Streethay 

along the roman road. Lichfield Brook, Netherstowe Lane and the canal to the north are all depicted, along 

with dispersed farms which are also named through the land surrounding Lichfield city, including Hill Farm 

to the north Streethay (Figure 4).  
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Figure 4 Yates' Map of the County of Stafford, 1798 

3.47.  The Ordnance Survey map of 1903 (Figure 5) shows that by the turn of the century the railway had been 

constructed to the south of the Site, and dispersed settlement within the area is more clearly visible. Rough 

Stockings, Brownsfields, the fishponds, Curborough House, Westhill Farm and Easthill Farm are located 

within the Site and its environs at this time. The field patterns indicate that the land to the north west 

comprises of an anciently enclosed fieldscape, and there was boundary planting between fields and tracks 

which traversed the area.  

 

Figure 5 Ordnance Survey Map, 1903 
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Modern 

3.48. There was very little change to the Site throughout the first half of the twentieth century.  

 

Figure 6 View of Lichfield Cathedral and environs to the north, Lichfield, 1948. 

3.49. Figure 6 shows the Cathedral in 1948 with Stowe Pool, Stowe House, and open landscape to the north, 

with very little suburban development around the City centre at this time. Beyond the Pool and House was 

a stretch of fields, the railway line, with Brownsfields Farm and the agricultural fields and landscape visible 

in the distance. 
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Figure 7 Ordnance Survey Map 1955 

3.50. To the north of the Site lies the former RAF Lichfield (HER 20057), originally opened in 1940 for one of the 

aircraft storage units but became one of the busiest airfields during 1942-5. The site was finally closed in 

April 1956, although numerous associated heritage assets survive or have been recorded on the airfield.  

3.51.  Development to the north of Lichfield continued through the later twentieth and twenty-first centuries, now 

comprising a significant area south of the Site, infilling between the City centre and railway line. Industrial 

development to the north of the Site along Wood End Lane also resulted in the loss of historic farms and 

replacement with large industrial units and buildings associated with the new business park.  

3.52. The Scheduled Monument has also been altered, as a section of the northern arm was redug in recent times 

along its original line. There are some modern buildings to the south east of the Manor.  
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https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/what-is-designation/registered-parks-and-gardens/








https://www.zoopla.co.uk/property-history/the-manor/burton-road/streethay/lichfield/ws13-8lu/18358949








https://lichfieldlore.co.uk/tag/st-michael/
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