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Disclaimer
This report has been prepared by Place Services with all reasonable skill, care and diligence
within the terms of the Contract with the client, incorporation of our General Terms and
Condition of Business and taking account of the resources devoted to us by agreement with
the client.
We disclaim any responsibility to the client and others in respect of any matters outside the
scope of the above.
This report is confidential to the client and we accept no responsibility of whatsoever nature to
third parties to whom this report, or any part thereof, is made known. Any such party relies on
the report at its own risk.
Copyright
This report may contain material that is non-Place Services copyright (e.g. Ordnance Survey,
British Geological Survey, Historic England), or the intellectual property of third parties, which
Place Services is able to provide for limited reproduction under the terms of our own copyright
licences or permissions, but for which copyright itself is not transferable by Place Services. Users
of this report remain bound by the conditions of the Copyright, Designs and Patents Act 1988 with
regard to multiple copying and electronic dissemination of the report.
All OS maps reproduced by permission of Ordnance Survey® on behalf of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery Office. ©Crown Copyright. Licence number LA100019602
Maps reproduced from Historic Ordnance Survey material are with permission and are © and
database right Crown Copyright and Landmark Information Group Ltd (All rights reserved 2010).

For further
information

enquiries@placeservices.co.uk

Page 4

Contents
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Introduction
Methodology
Heritage Baseline
Site Assessment
Assessment of Significance
Potential Impact of Development
Conclusions and Recommendations
References and Sources

For further
information

enquiries@placeservices.co.uk

5
8
10
26
31
43
47
50

Page 5

1. Introduction
1.1.

This Heritage Impact Assessment has been prepared by Place Services for Lichfield
District Council. This document provides an assessment of heritage impact for Fradley
Site SHA3 (‘’the Site’’) as referred to in the Local Plan. The location and extent of the
Site is shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1 Location Plan
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1.2.

For the purposes of this assessment, the allocation area shall be referred to as ‘the Site’
and the 2km HER search area (from the centre of the Site) shall be referred to as ‘the
Study Area’. Where applicable, heritage assets outside of the 2km study area may need
consideration, notably the Grade I Listed Cathedral Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary and
St Chad (List Entry ID: 1298431) which is located in the centre of Lichfield.

1.3.

This report provides a baseline summary of the significance of known heritage assets
within the Site and Study Area, based on documentary research and a site inspection.
The aim is to assess the potential impact of a development on the significance of these
heritage assets.

1.4.

This assessment follows best practice procedures produced by Historic England 1,2,3,4, the
Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 5 and is designed to meet the requirements of
heritage planning policy contained in Section 16 of the National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF)6.

1.5.

Planning policy, legislation and guidance relating to the historic environment (see
Appendix A for detail) sets out the need to consider all elements of the historic
environment to inform the planning process, and where appropriate, measures to
mitigate adverse impacts from proposed developments.

The Site
1.6.

The Site is approximately 51 (ha) in extent, centred on Ordnance Survey Grid Reference
SK 15001 13909.

1.7.

The Site is located roughly 5 km north of the city of Lichfield, situated to the west of the
settlement of Fradley.

1.8.

The west boundary of the Site is formed by Sale Lane, which is bordered by a hedge. To
the north of the site is Sale Farm and the Scheduled Monument Causewayed enclosure
(1002964) and an area of woodland. The land plateaus and slopes up to the north to
afford views into the field of the Scheduled Monument. To the east of the Site are
agricultural fields, with the settlement of Fradley beyond. The Site is divided by Hay End

1

Historic England, July 2015. The Historic Environment in Local Plans - Historic Environment Good
Practice Advice in Planning: 1
2 Historic England, July 2015. Managing Significance in Decision-Taking in the Historic Environment Historic Environment Good Practice Advice in Planning: 2
3 Historic England, December 2017. The Setting of Heritage Assets - Historic Environment Good
Practice Advice in Planning Note 3 (Second Edition)
4 Historic England, 2019. Statements of Heritage Significance: Analysing Significance in Heritage Assets
5 Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, January 2017. Standard and guidance for historic environment
desk-based assessment
6 Department for Communities and Local Government, 2019. National Planning Policy Framework
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Lane which crosses east west. To the south of the lane, the Site comprises of a stretch
of agricultural fields and farm buildings. It is bounded by Gorse Lane to the west, the
Coventry Canal to the south and a field boundary to the east.
1.9.

A brook crosses the Site to the north of Hay End Lane, with a body of water ‘Sale Pit’ to
the west border, set within a small wooded area.

1.10. Two footpaths cross the Site from Sale Lane, one to the north and one to the south of
The Sale Farm, crossing east over the fields within the Site to join on the northern point
of Old Hall Lane.
1.11. There are no designated or non-designated heritage assets within the Site.
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2. Methodology
2.1. This report provides an assessment of the potential impacts on heritage assets arising from
a development within the Site.
2.2. This assessment has included the following:
•

Identification of any designated or non-designated heritage assets potentially affected
by future development;

•

Research to obtain information from historic maps, documents and secondary sources
relating to identified heritage assets;

•

Review of the Historic Environment Record (HER) for designated and non-designated
heritage assets;

•

Consultation of Historic England’s National Heritage List;

•

A walk-over survey of the Site and the surrounding area;

•

Assessment of the potential for known and any as yet unknown archaeological
remains to survive within the Site;

•

Assessment of the heritage significance of the identified heritage assets, including the
contribution made by setting to significance;

•

Assessment of the potential impacts, both direct and indirect (due to change within an
asset’s setting) that development (as known) will have on the significance of the
heritage assets;

•

Production of recommendations for additional field investigations or mitigation in line
with statutory requirements and best practice guidelines; and

•
2.3.

Consultation of local and national planning policy and guidance pertaining to heritage.
Appendix D presents all relevant HER records in the Study Area (2 km radius from the
centre of the Site). A map showing the Study Area and locations of the HER records is
included at Appendix D. The number references used in the text are those used by the
HER or National Heritage List.

2.4.

The relevant legislation and policy context are set out in Appendix A of this report.

2.5.

Statutory designation descriptions are reproduced in Appendix B of this report.

2.6.

The Site and Study Area were visited in October 2020. The aim of the Site walkover was
to identify any features of heritage merit. Footpaths were walked through the Site. A
photographic record of the visit was made. A number of the resultant images are
reproduced in this report.

2.7.

In order to assess the indirect impact of a proposed development on the significance of
a heritage asset, arising from change within its setting, this assessment has followed the
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four steps set out in Historic England’s guidance The Setting of Heritage Assets7. These
steps are as follows:
•

Step 1: Identify which heritage assets and their settings are affected;

•

Step 2: Assess the degree to which these settings make a contribution to the
significance of the heritage asset(s) or allow significance to be appreciated;

•

Step 3: Assess the effects of the proposed development, whether beneficial or
harmful, on that significance or on the ability to appreciate it;

•
2.8.

Step 4: Explore ways to maximise enhancement and avoid or minimise harm.

Section 3 of this report identifies any heritage assets potentially affected by future
development and the potential for unknown/unrecorded (archaeological) heritage assets,
as well as provides an overview of the historical development of the Site and its
surroundings.

2.9.

An analysis of the existing Site conditions, based on the Site inspection, is presented in
Section 4.

2.10. Section 5 provides an assessment of the significance of the heritage assets potentially
affected by future development. To assess the heritage significance of the identified
heritage assets, this report has drawn guidance from Historic England 8 which
recommends making assessments under the categories of: Archaeological interest,
Architectural and Artistic interest, and Historic interest.
2.11. An assessment of the potential impact of a development on the identified heritage assets
is presented in Section 6, in line with Step 3 of Historic England’s guidance 9. Further
detail on the factors to consider when assessing impact, is outlined in Section 6.
2.12. Section 7 concludes with a summary of the results of this assessment and provides
recommendations relating to future development.

7

Historic England, December 2017. The Setting of Heritage Assets - Historic Environment Good
Practice Advice in Planning Note 3 (Second Edition)
8 Historic England, 2019. Statements of Heritage Significance: Analysing Significance in Heritage Assets
- Historic England Advice Note 12.
9 ibid
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3. Heritage Baseline
Heritage Assets
Designated Heritage Assets considered relevant to the assessment
3.1.

The locations of the designated heritage assets are identified on Figure 2.

Figure 2 Map showing Site and locations of designated heritage assets
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3.2.

Designated heritage assets within the Site, and its environs, have been reviewed. The
following designated heritage assets have been scoped into this assessment, with
designation descriptions reproduced in Appendix B.

3.3.

There are no designated heritage assets located within the Site.

3.4.

The following relevant assets are located outside of the Site:
•

Scheduled Monument Causewayed enclosure (List Entry ID: 1002964)

•

Grade II Listed Old Hall Farmhouse (List Entry ID: 1038929)

3.5. The following designated heritage assets have been visited and scoped out of this
assessment. They are located outside the Site:
•

Grade II Bridge Number 50 and Keeper's Lock (List Entry ID: 1178100);

•

Grade II Hunt's Lock (List Entry ID: 1038915);

•

Grade II Workshops approximately 250 yards east of The Swan (List Entry ID:
1374250);

•

Fradley Junction Conservation Area; and

•

Grade I Listed Cathedral Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St Chad (List
Entry ID: 1298431).

Non-Designated Heritage Assets considered relevant to the assessment
3.6. Non-designated heritage assets within the Site, and its environs, have been reviewed. The
following non-designated heritage assets have been scoped into this assessment.
3.7.

There are no non-designated heritage assets located within the Site.

3.8. The following relevant assets are located outside the Site:
•

St Stephen’s Church;

•

Sale Barn;

•

New Bridge; and

•

The Coventry Canal.

3.9. The following non-designated heritage asset has been visited and scoped out of this
assessment. It is located outside the Site:
•

The Sale Farm. This has been scoped out due to the extensive modern changes
made to the original farmhouse, including extensions which have corroded its
historic value, and its separation from the Site through its residential setting and
screen of large fir hedges (Figure 3).
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Figure 3 View north towards The Sale Farm

3.10. A map noting the location of HER monuments/events and accompanying gazetteer is
included in Appendix D.

Archaeological and Historical Overview
3.11. The information below is based on a review of the Staffordshire Historic Environment
Record and archival research.
3.12. The origins and development of the Site at Fradley and its surrounding area are
presented in the following text summarising the principal heritage assets within the study
area.

Historic Environment Characterisation LHECZ 16 – Field systems west of
Fradley & Alrewas Hayes (HECA 11)
Summary of HECZ
3.13. This zone is a testimony to the concept of eighteenth and nineteenth century
improvements to both agriculture and transportation. This had formed part of Fradley
Heath until it was enclosed after 1810 by surveyors creating ‘planned enclosure’. This
form of enclosure is typified by straight field boundaries and straightened roads creating
a landscape with a strong geometric pattern. The farmsteads are likely to be of a similar
date and are closely associated with the transformation of this landscape. The canal
For further
information
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system was built in the late 18th century and represents the drive to improve industrial
production occurring nationally at this time which in turn boosted the market economy.
3.14. The field systems around Alrewas Hayes, first enclosed after 1726, have undergone
extensive field boundary loss during the later twentieth century. The increase in arable
agriculture during the twentieth century has revealed evidence of intense human activity
during the prehistoric period, particularly around The Sale and to the north west of
Alrewas.
3.15. Medium to large scale development within the zone would have a considerable impact
upon historic environment assets. Should development be planned for the zone it would
need to address impacts upon and potential mitigation strategies for:
•

the relationships between the existing historic landscape character and
settlement pattern and how this could be retained or reflected

•

the setting of the designated sites listed below

•

the potential for below ground archaeological deposits

Designations within the HECZ
3.16. There are 13 Listed Buildings within the zone, along with one Scheduled Monument, the
Fradley Causewayed Enclosure.
3.17. Several of the Listed Buildings fall within the two Conservation Areas of the Trent and
Mersey Canal and Fradley Junction, where the former meets the Coventry Canal.
Archaeological Character of the HECZ
3.18. During the later prehistoric periods it is likely that much of this area would have formed
dense woodland with only sparse and localised clearance.

This would have been

associated with small settlements and the development of a fledgling pastoral economy.
This is supported by the limited assessment of environmental remains recovered from
several sites within the zone.
3.19. However, the archaeological evidence for human activity within the zone is quite intense
suggesting an open grassland landscape by at least the Neolithic period.
3.20. Of particular interest within the zone is the site of a Scheduled Neolithic causewayed
enclosure, which lies just to the west of the confluence of the Trent and Tame rivers. The
zone also includes numerous ring ditches, which are possibly evidence of the sites of
former Bronze Age burial mounds or may be evidence of Iron Age settlement
representing the remains of roundhouses. Other enclosures may be evidence of further
as yet unknown activities which may date be prehistoric or Roman in date. It must also
For further
information
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be stated that many as yet unrecorded sites and palaeochannels may survive masked
beneath later alluvial deposits. Further work will be required to better understand this
important archaeological resource.
3.21. At present there is little evidence for confirmed Roman activity, but currently little field
work has been undertaken within the zone to measure the intensity of the activity in any
of these periods. It is likely however that Romano-British activity in this area was largely
restricted to agricultural activities and settlement patterns similar to those in evidence
during the Iron Age.
3.22. There is little evidence of human activity dating to the medieval period when this area
had formed heath land and was probably utilised for the purpose of grazing animals and
collecting fuel.
Historic Landscape of the HECZ
3.23. The former historic landscape character of the eastern half of the zone is dominated by
heath land and the current field pattern of straight field boundaries. This has created a
landscape of strong geometric patterns, established following an Act of Parliament to
enclose Fradley Heath (passed in 1810). Several field boundaries have been lost over
the last half century, although the overall field pattern remains legible.
3.24. The western half of the zone, around Alrewas, follows a similar history of being formerly
unenclosed land which was enclosed by Act of Parliament (1726). Historic records
suggest that this area had been held as a hunting forest or chase by the lord of Alrewas
up until the late seventeenth century. The Alrewas Hayes farmhouse dates to the early
eighteenth century and was therefore strongly associated with the change of use of this
landscape. However, the field systems in this area have been subject to intensive field
boundary loss during the later twentieth century eroding the sense of the relationship
between the farm and the landscape.
3.25. The settlement pattern is one of dispersed farmsteads the majority of which date to at
least the nineteenth century. They were probably built to farm the field systems created
after 1810, although they concentrate in that area to the south of the canals.
3.26. Also dominating the landscape is the canal system; dating largely to the late eighteenth
century this zone includes the important Fradley Junction where the two canals, the Trent
& Mersey canal and the Coventry canal converge. Historic features survive along the
canals throughout the zone including accommodation bridges, locks and at Fradley
Junction in particular a collection of Listed canal side buildings including an inn, cottages
and a warehouse dating to the 1770s as well as early nineteenth century canal workers
cottages and late nineteenth century workshops.

For further
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HECZ Historic Assets Summary Table
Survival

Potential

Documentation
Diversity

Group Association

Amenity Value

Sensitivity to change
(to housing expansion
& infrastructure for
LBC)

The zone has seen little disturbance other than
through agricultural activities. Prior to the early
nineteenth century this area had been heathland and
probably not ploughed during the medieval period.
There are numerous cropmark sites across parts of
the zone so there is potential for assets to survive to
some degree

2

HER data & Trent Valley Survey
The zone contains known prehistoric sites and other
undated cropmarks, which may relate to early activity.
There is also a good relationship between the
surviving historic landscape and the settlement
pattern and the canal network all being of a similar
date.
It contains a range of assets likely to be related – or
which show continuity of activity within the zone – as
well as the relationships between the farms and the
surviving historic landscape across much of this area.
The canals provide good public amenity and probably
already creates a sense of place and could be further
promoted as an amenity.

2
3

The zone is highly sensitive to change due to the
presence of the below ground archaeology and to the
nature of the dispersed settlement and its relationship
to the landscape. Also upon the setting of the canals,
of which Fradley Junction and the Trent & Mersey
canal form Conservation Areas.

3

Overall score

2

3

3

18

Historic Environment Characterisation LHECZ 18 – Fradley (HECA 13e)
Summary of HECZ
3.27. This zone comprises the settlement of Fradley, which had its origins in the medieval
period. This settlement has seen considerable enlargement in the form of housing
estates during the second half of the twentieth century. A moated site survives to the
west of the village in which sits a farmhouse dated to the seventeenth century. The
remainder of the landscape includes the former medieval open fields lying to the south
of Fradley which were probably enclosed during the post medieval period.
3.28. Medium to large scale development within the zone would have some impact upon
historic environment assets. Should development be planned for the zone it would need
to address impacts upon and potential mitigation strategies for:

For further
information
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•

the relationships between the earlier historic landscape character and village
and how this could be retained or reflected

•

the Listed Buildings

•

the potential for below ground archaeological deposits

Designations
3.29. There are seven Listed Buildings within the zone, most of which are located within the
village of Fradley.
3.30. There are currently no other designated sites lying within or adjacent to the zone.
Archaeological Character
3.31. The zone lies approximately 3km to the west of the confluence of the rivers Trent and
Tame. These two valleys have been the focus of human activity for millennia with many
as yet undated cropmark sites (recovered through aerial photography) pointing to
prehistoric and/or Roman activity. This evidence suggests that these valleys had already
been substantially cleared of woodland by at least the Bronze Age and perhaps earlier.
Within the LHECZ a pit alignment has been identified in the eastern half of the zone,
suggesting the presence of human activity during the later prehistoric period. Such
alignments were originally thought to represent ritual sites although more recently their
number across the landscape has led researchers to suggest that they represent field or
property boundaries during the later prehistoric period. A lack of evidence around Fradley
itself may be due to a lack of research, or otherwise this are may have been woodland
or heath land in the prehistoric and Roman periods as it possibly was until the
twelfth/thirteenth century.
3.32. Roman activity within the zone is attested to by the presence of Rykneild Street Roman
road, although its direct influence upon the surrounding landscape within the zone is
currently not understood.
Historic Landscape
3.33. The zone includes the historic settlement of Fradley which has seen considerable
expansion during the twentieth century with large housing estates located mostly to the
north of the original village. Fradley is first mentioned in documentary sources in the mid
thirteenth century and a moated site lies approximately 220m to the north of the church.
Moated sites have generally been seen to have their origins in the twelfth/thirteenth
century and are often closely associated with woodland or liminal landscapes. These

For further
information
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sites are frequently seen to represent the colonisation of woodland areas through
assarting or the location of central places to dominate access to a variety of resources
(woodland, pasture, arable and meadow land). The zone had fallen within the bounds of
Cannock Forest by the mid eleventh century and it is possible that Fradley owes its
origins to the assarting of woodland in the later twelfth/early thirteenth century. The
earliest surviving historic buildings date to the seventeenth century, which includes the
farmhouse standing within the moated site, whilst another dates to the late eighteenth
century. There are only five recognised historic buildings within Fradley and as a
consequence this limited dataset cannot provide any further answers about the origins
of the settlement without further research. However, further examples may survive as
historic cores within later buildings. Only further research and investigation would be able
to test this theory fully.
3.34. The landscape around the village includes Piecemeal Enclosure lying to the south east,
which had its origins as open arable fields in the medieval period. The precise date of
this enclosure is unknown but was carried out through private informal agreements
between landowners. These open fields are likely to have been worked by the inhabitants
of Fradley. To the north of the village is a small area of Early Small Rectilinear Fields
which are also likely to date to the Post Medieval period.
3.35. Other than the village there are few other settlements or farmsteads with the exception
of Crown Inn Farm, which from its plan form appears to date to the nineteenth century.
Historic Assets Summary Table
Survival

There are 6 historic buildings and a moated site 2
surviving in the western half and a cropmark site in the
east. There has been some disturbance around Fradley
due to development and to the east from ploughing.

Potential

The range of monuments around the zone which date to
the prehistoric/roman period and which survive as
cropmarks is intensive. Where the landscape has not
been developed there is the potential for more sites to
exist.
HER data and Trent Valley survey
There is a limited range of historic environment assets of
different dates.
The presence of the medieval village and its field system
are still just about legible.
There are a series of public footpaths, but the zone
mainly comprises farmland and the village and does not
currently lend itself to display or visitor attraction without
further research being carried out.

Documentation
Diversity
Group Association
Amenity Value

For further
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Sensitivity to change (to
housing
expansion
&
infrastructure for LBC)

There is likely to be a detrimental effect upon the historic
landscape within the zone, particularly the surviving
Piecemeal Enclosure and upon any below ground
deposits relating to sites around the village core and to
the east of the zone where earlier human activity has
been identified.

Overall score

2

13

Archaeological and Historical Overview of the Site and Study Area
Undated
3.36. A number of undated cropmark sites are recorded both within the Site and its immediate
environment. A rectilinear enclosure (HER 04234) is located within the western part of
the Site. It is difficult to date, and the date will only be confirmed by intrusive evaluation.
3.37. Other cropmarks to the north east of the Site (HER 04242), comprising enclosures and
linear features, have been tentatively given a prehistoric or Roman date.

Prehistoric
3.38. Immediately to the north of the Site is the Scheduled Neolithic causewayed enclosure,
which is located just to the west of the confluence of the Trent and Tame rivers. The
monument includes the buried remains of a causewayed enclosure (List entry 1002964
HER 01337). The causewayed enclosure is situated on a river terrace 2km south of the
River Trent and 3.25km west of its tributaries, the Rivers Tame and Mease. The
monument was discovered during aerial reconnaissance and has been recorded in detail
from aerial photographs taken since 1960. The overall dimensions of the enclosure are
220m north to south by 260m east to west. It is oval-shape in plan and consists of three
concentric circuits of segmented or causewayed ditches, which together define an
internal area of about 2.6ha. It is clear from the way in which the southern and eastern
sides of the enclosure closely follow a low natural scarp that its construction was carefully
planned.
3.39. Ploughing over the centuries has resulted in the levelling of these banks and has
contributed to the infilling of the ditches. Within the interior of the causewayed enclosure,
and cutting across the southern part of the circuit, are a series of ancient field boundary
ditches surviving as buried features.
3.40. Within the Site an area of features located immediately south of the above Scheduled
Monument, recorded from aerial cropmarks, are interpreted as likely to be of prehistoric
date (HER 01339). These features comprise a series of enclosures and linear features,
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the largest being a rectangular enclosure with curved corners measuring 55 x 50 metres
in extent.
3.41. Further cropmarks to the south of the above indicate the presence of a sequence of
historic trackways through the area along with a field system (HER 01340). The
trackways have been interpreted as being of prehistoric date, however, they could well
be of medieval date. Only further investigation will confirm their derivation.
3.42. Cropmark sequences to the north east of the Scheduled Monument include a double
ditched enclosure (HER 01338), and further enclosures, ring ditches and linear features
(HER 05459) all of which are likely to be of prehistoric date
3.43. A group of features identified by aerial photography to the north west of the Site, and
east of the Scheduled Monument, have been interpreted as being of post medieval and
modern date. However, considering their location, elements of this complex may be of a
prehistoric date (HER 54674).
3.44. The extensive evidence shows that there is the potential for occupation within the vicinity
from the Neolithic and throughout the prehistoric period.

Late Iron Age and Roman
3.45. Elements of the cropmark complexes described above may have their origins during the
Iron Age, especially a number of the enclosures. A number of ring ditches are recorded
(HER 05459) which potentially are the remains of Iron Age settlement. Similarly, the large
double ditched enclosure (HER 01338) may be of this date.
3.46. Metal detecting in the area to the immediate south of the Site has recovered a single
Roman brooch of first to second century date but no further evidence of this period has
been found.

Early Medieval
3.47. No evidence of early medieval occupation has been identified in the area.

Medieval
3.48. Fradley was first recorded in the medieval period as ‘Frodeleye’, or ‘Frod’s lea’, and
historically it formed part of the parish of Alrewas.10 It is likely that the area was comprised
of dispersed farmsteads and agricultural land at this time after assarting had taken place.
3.49. To the south east of the Site a series of linear cropmarks have been interpreted as
potential surviving medieval field boundaries and possible Leat (HER 03574) associated
with Old Hall at Fradley.

10

https://www.fradleyheritagegroup.co.uk/fradley-history-society/
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3.50. The seventeenth century Old Hall (Figure 4) stands within a possible moated site and
foundations of another, possibly earlier, building have been found immediately to its
north-west, indicating its medieval origins.11

Figure 4 Old Hall at Fradley, 1890 (Source: fradleyheritagegroup.co.uk)

3.51. The sequence of trackways recorded within the Site (HER 01340) may be of medieval
origin linking the historic dispersed rural settlement. The historic mapping of the late
nineteenth century show both a trackway and field boundaries following similar routes to
the trackways on the cropmarks.

Post-Medieval
3.52. The post-medieval period provides insight into the development of Fradley and the Site,
as a variety of historic maps depict the area within each century.
3.53. John Speed’s Map of the County of Staffordshire, 1610, is the earliest map to depict the
settlement of Fradley (Figure 5). The settlement is depicted, as well as its proximity to a
water network to the west and Alrewas to the north.

Figure 5 John Speed's Map of the County of Staffordshire, 1610
(Staffordshire Record Office)

11

https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/the-list/list-entry/1038929
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3.54. During the eighteenth century, expansion took place within the core of the village and the
construction of the Canal network brought further change to the area. The Coventry
Canal forms the southern boundary of the Site and comprises a 14-mile waterway which
links the Birmingham Canal at Farmers Bridge to the Coventry Canal at Fazeley, just
south of Tamworth. The construction of a new canal to provide the Walsall coal fields
with access to the network was first mooted in 1770. After various routes and proposals
were rejected, plans for a line from central Birmingham to Fazeley were authorised by
an Act of Parliament in 1784.
3.55. To the north west of the Site is a second canal, the Trent and Mersey Canal. This was
constructed by engineers James Brindley and Hugh Henshall with the canal opening in
1771. Most of its length is preserved as a conservation area. Fradley Junction was
opened in 1790. A number of locks are recorded along its length within the study area
and a plaster mill is recorded (HER 05457) to the north of the Scheduled Monument.
3.56. Yates’ Map of 1798 (Figure 6) depicted Fradley in greater detail and highlighted the
development within the historic core of the village. It also depicted the Canal to the
west and south, with the bridge crossing to Fradley Heath.

Figure 6 Yates' Map of Staffordshire 1798
(Staffordshire Record Office)

3.57. The Tithe Map of 1840 (Figure 7) shows that the Site comprised of open fields which
stretched between the village of Fradley to the east and The Sale to the west. The road
which divides the Site was named Orgreave and Fradley Road. Within the Site, the
streams and ponds to the western boundary are also visible, and there are two ponds
located here.
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3.58. The accompanying apportionment notes that Sale Farm was owned by the Trustees of
the Countess of Lichfield and Earl of Lichfield and occupied by William Shaw (Farmer).
The majority of the numbered fields within the Site were also owned and occupied by
these same people. The fields were predominantly in use as pasture and arable land.
3.59. Fradley village was small at this time and comprised of buildings along the principal route
through the settlement along Church Lane and Long Lane.

Figure 7 Tithe Map of Alrewas 1840

3.60. In 1861 St Stephen’s Church was built on the west of the settlement. It was provided as
a Chapel of Ease, for the small local community to use instead of making the journey to
All Saints Church in Alrewas.12

Figure 8 St. Stephen’s Church Fradley circa 1920s (Source: fradleyheritagegroup.co.uk)

3.61. The 1882 Ordnance Survey Map (Figure 9) depicts the Site at this time in great detail.
The Site is comprised of fields, bisected by the central lane and traversed by footpaths

12

https://www.fradleyheritagegroup.co.uk/fradley-cultural-society/st-stephens-church/
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in its centre. There was a building within the centre of the Site which no longer exists.
The footpaths lead from Sale Farm and this building to the village settlement. There is
very little built development within the village core, which is still focused on Long Lane
and Church Lane; the Old Hall and St Stephen’s Church are prominent features to the
west of the village located on Old Hall Lane.

Figure 9 Ordnance Survey Map of 1882 (Site boundary shown in red)

Modern
3.62. While there has been very little change to the Site throughout the modern period, the
wider area has undergone some changes, particularly the expansion of the village of
Fradley.
3.63. Notably, Fradley played a role during the Second World War and operated as an R.A.F.
base. The airfield, located to the south of the Site and canal, was opened in 1939 and
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was a Maintenance and Operational Training Unit until April 1958. During its operation it
was one of the busiest airfields in Staffordshire. The site was sold off in 1962.
3.64. The Ordnance Survey map of 1955 (Figure 10) shows very little change to the Site,
however the R.A.F. base can be seen to its south. Much of the army site has been lost
and is now a commercial area named Fradley Park. Some of the larger units sit within
the footprint of former buildings, and pillboxes have survived along the canal. A number
of war graves can be found in the churchyard of St Stephen’s Church, and a memorial
to R.A.F. Lichfield was opened in Fradley in 2001.

Figure 10 Ordnance Survey Map 1955 (boundary shown in red)
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3.65. Fradley village expanded from the 1960s with housing being constructed in phases as infill
between Church Lane, The Moor and Dunmore Hay Lane. Recent development has also
taken place to the south east of the Site, at the junction of Hay End Lane and Turnbull
Road.
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4. Site Assessment
4.1.

A site visit was undertaken on the 7th October 2020. A visual assessment was undertaken
of the Site and the heritage assets within it. Footpaths within the Site were walked. The
setting of the identified heritage assets within vicinity were also considered. During the
site visit the weather was bright and clear.

General Description
4.2.

The Site is comprised predominantly of arable fields. Many fields have vegetated
boundaries and the roads Sale Lane and Hay End Lane are bounded by hedgerows.

4.3.

The southern boundary of the Site is formed by the field boundaries which abut the
towpath of the canal. These boundaries are densely planted, which largely screen the
Site from view of the canal path (Figure 11). However, there are some glimpsed views,
which would likely be more apparent during winter months.

Figure 11 View west along canal path, with the Site to the north

4.4.

To the north of the canal, the Site comprises of a stretch of fields with an area of farm
buildings. The fields are bounded by trees and the hedgerow of Hay End Lane (Figure
12). The terrain of the southern portion of the Site is flat.
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Figure 12 View south over Site from Hay End Lane

4.5.

To the north of Hay End Lane, the larger portion of the Site stretches north. This
comprises of arable fields, with a small water filled pit, the ‘Sale Pit’ located on the south
east border along Sale Lane. There is an area of wood which surrounds the water here,
and a sluice close to Hay End Lane.

4.6.

From the western end of Hay End Lane, the Site rises to the north, with slightly undulating
topography which affords views into the fields across the Site (Figure 13).

Figure 13 View of Site looking north east from Hay End Lane
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4.7.

To the north, the fields reach a high point along the footpath which crosses the Site from
Sale End Farm to Old Hall Lane. From this point, views to the north, east, south and west
are wide reaching across the Site (Figure 14, Figure 15, and Figure 16).

Figure 14 View north from high point in the Site

Figure 15 View south east from high point within the Site
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Figure 16 View west from high point within the Site

4.8.

Figure 14 demonstrates the visibility to the north of the Site into its wider setting, which
includes the Scheduled Monument. This is visible through the tree lined field boundary.
In Figure 15 the view across the Site is terminated by planting which flanks Old Hall Lane
and the garden of Old Hall, however the buildings are visible above the tree line. Figure
16 highlights the view towards Sale Fam from the centre of the footpath.

4.9.

The boundary of the Site to the west is formed by Sale Lane. The Lane is bounded by
hedgerow, and along it is Sale Barn (Figure 17) and The Sale Farm.

Figure 17 Sale Barn
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4.10. To the north of the Site is the field which contains the Scheduled Monument (Figure 18).
The field is currently an arable field, which is bounded by a dense hedgerow. There are
glimpsed views into the Site from the Scheduled Monument.

Figure 18 View south east towards Scheduled Monument

4.11. To the east of the Scheduled Monument is an area of woodland, which is visible from the
Site (Figure 19).

Figure 19 View north towards wooded area beyond the Site's boundary
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5. Assessment of Significance
Significance Criteria
5.1. The intrinsic significance unique to each heritage asset can be defined as the sum of
tangible and intangible values which make it important to society. The significance of an
asset or place may reflect its age, aesthetic, architectural quality or fabric, as well as
intangible qualities such as associations with historic people or events.
5.2.

To assess the heritage significance of the identified heritage assets, this report has
drawn guidance from Historic England13 which recommends making assessments under
the categories of: Archaeological interest, Architectural and artistic interest, and Historic
interest, in accordance with the NPPF. These interests together contribute to the overall
significance of a place or site.

5.3.

These attributes of significance are described as:
•

Archaeological interest
There will be archaeological interest in a heritage asset if it holds, or potentially
holds, evidence of past human activity worthy of expert investigation at some
point.

•

Architectural and artistic interest
These are interests in the design and general aesthetics of a place. They can
arise from conscious design or fortuitously from the way the heritage asset has
evolved. More specifically, architectural interest is an interest in the art or science
of the design, construction, craftsmanship and decoration of buildings and
structures of all types. Artistic interest is an interest in other human creative skills,
like sculpture.

•

Historic Interest
An interest in past lives and events (including pre-historic). Heritage assets can
illustrate or be associated with them. Heritage assets with historic interest not
only provide a material record of our nation’s history but can also provide
meaning for communities derived from their collective experience of a place and
can symbolise wider values such as faith and cultural identity.

13

Historic England, 2019. Statements of Heritage Significance: Analysing Significance in Heritage
Assets - Historic England Advice Note 12.
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5.4.

Section 3 of this report has identified the heritage assets considered relevant to this
assessment. The significance of the identified heritage assets will be assessed using a
number of significance ratings to permit a quantifiable assessment:
•

High: Significant at national or international level. These will tend to have a high
cultural value and form an important element of a building or site.

•

Medium: Significant at a regional or national level. These will tend to have some
cultural merit and form a significant part of the building or site.

•

Low: local or regional significance.

•

Neutral: Has no cultural significance but is also not considered intrusive to
heritage value.

•
5.5.

Intrusive: Detracts from heritage significance.

Further to the above, when considering the significance rating of a particular heritage
asset, it is important to acknowledge the various levels of protection granted to heritage
assets. For example, the scheduling of a monument is applied only to sites of national
importance and is reserved for carefully selected sites, which creates a representative
sample of sites from different epochs 14. A building is listed to mark and celebrate its
special architectural and historic interest, and listed buildings of all grades are of national
importance. Grade I listed buildings are of exceptional interest; Grade II* listed buildings
being particularly important buildings of more than special interest; and Grade II listed
buildings being of special interest 15. Scheduled Monuments and Listed Buildings are
designated by the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS). Parks
and gardens are registered to celebrate designed landscapes of note. The ‘Register of
Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest in England’ is compiled by Historic
England16.

5.6.

Setting also contributes to the significance of a heritage asset. The NPPF notes that
setting is: The surroundings in which a heritage asset is experienced. Its extent is not
fixed and may change as the asset and its surroundings evolve. Elements of a setting
may make a positive or negative contribution to the significance of an asset, may affect
the ability to appreciate that significance or may be neutral.

14

Historic England. Scheduled Monuments. https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/what-isdesignation/scheduled-monuments/
15 Historic England. Listed Buildings. https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/what-is-designation/listedbuildings/
16 Historic England. Registered Parks and Gardens. https://historicengland.org.uk/listing/what-isdesignation/registered-parks-and-gardens/
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5.7.

As outlined in Section 2 of this report, this assessment has followed the steps set out in
the Historic England Guidance document The Setting of Heritage Assets 17.

Statements of Significance
Archaeological Potential
3.66. The location of the Scheduled Monument on the northern boundary indicates the
potential for occupation of a Neolithic date extending into the Site. The presence of the
Causewayed Enclosure indicates there was also potential focus for occupation at later
periods.
3.67. The presence of crop marks in the northern part of the Site indicates the high potential
for surviving prehistoric occupation in the form of settlement. This hypothesis is
supported by the number of cropmarks in the vicinity of the Scheduled Monument,
including the complex in the northern part of the Site.
3.68. There is little evidence for activity in the Roman period with a single brooch recovered.
3.69. Medieval occupation is likely to be represented by the series of trackways identified by
cropmarks, which themselves may have associated settlement. The presence of the
medieval moat at The Old Hall to the east of the Site indicates the dispersed settlement
pattern in the wider landscape, which may be connected by the trackways identified in
the cropmark evidence. The potential is medium for medieval features.
3.70. The lack of development in the area would indicate damage to archaeological deposits
will be limited to the agricultural activity that has occurred on the Site.

Designated Heritage Assets outside of the Site
Causewayed enclosure Scheduled Monument: High significance
5.8. Abutting the northern boundary of the Site is the Scheduled Neolithic causewayed
enclosure, which lies just to the west of the confluence of the Trent and Tam rivers. The
monument, legible on aerial photographs, includes the buried remains of a causewayed
enclosure which is divided into two parts either side of Sale Lane. The scheduled area
abuts the water course which runs west to east along the northern side of the Site.
5.9. The feature is of high significance due to its age and rarity, as well as its archaeological
value. As only one of between 50 and 70 causewayed enclosures recorded nationally, it

17

Historic England, December 2017. The Setting of Heritage Assets - Historic Environment Good
Practice Advice in Planning Note 3 (Second Edition)
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is considered to be a significant feature. Furthermore, these are features which are
typically found in southern and eastern England, making this example particularly notable,
as it is one of only two identified in the West Midlands. Causewayed enclosures are one
of the few known Neolithic monument types and served a variety of functions, including
settlement, defence, ceremonial and funerary purposes. They are amongst the earliest
field monuments to survive as recognisable features in the modern landscape. Therefore,
due to their rarity, planform, and their considerable age, all causewayed enclosures are
considered to be nationally important.
5.10. The causewayed enclosure here is situated on a river terrace 2km south of the River Trent
and 3.25km west of its tributaries, the Rivers Tame and Mease. The overall dimensions
of the enclosure are 220m north to south by 260m east to west. It is oval-shape in plan
and consists of three concentric circuits of segmented or causewayed ditches. These
combined have an internal area of about 2.6ha. It is clear from the way in which the
southern and eastern sides of the enclosure closely follow a low natural scarp that its
construction was carefully planned. Ploughing over the centuries has resulted in the
levelling of these banks and has contributed to the infilling of the ditches. There is,
however, potential for buried archaeological features and deposits to survive which may
provide insight into the methods used in the monument’s construction, occupation and
use.
5.11. The Site boundary abuts the Scheduled Monument. The Site is visible from the
monument, and currently provides the monument with an arable setting. The Site,
therefore, contributes to the significance of the monument, due to its shared visibility and
as the historic setting of the feature. It is also considered to be likely that features related
to the ongoing use or occupation of the monument extend into the Site, as such there is
potential for the monument to reveal evidence about the surrounding environment
including land use and changes which occurred after the enclosure was no longer
occupied. Therefore, the Site also has potential to share a historic connection with the
feature.

Old Hall Farmhouse Grade II: High significance
5.12. The significance of Old Hall Farmhouse is derived from its architectural and historic
interest. The farmhouse is of seventeenth century derivation, although it sits within an
earlier and possibly medieval moated site. It is constructed in red brick under a plain tile
roof, two storeys with an attic level. It has retained many historic architectural features,
which contribute positively to the significance of the building. For example, its brick
banding, parapet, pedimented gable and blind oval keyed oculus are all details which
demonstrate the status of the house.
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Figure 20 Old Hall Farmhouse

5.13. The property is impressive, set within moderately proportioned gardens which extend to
the east and west. These make a positive contribution, providing a verdant setting to the
farmhouse, with some established trees within the garden. To the south is a complex of
historic buildings associated with the farmhouse, within its curtilage (Figure 21). These
buildings make a positive contribution to our understanding of the farmhouse within its
agricultural historic setting.

Figure 21 View of the farmhouse from the south

For further
information

enquiries@placeservices.co.uk

Page 36

5.14. The farmhouse is located to the east of the Site, with a field between the boundary of the
Site and the domestic curtilage of the house. There is potential for some views between
the house and the Site; the roof is visible from areas of high ground within the Site,
particularly the chimney stacks which punctuate the skyline, and it is likely that there are
views from parts of the gardens and the house towards the Site. Therefore, the Site
currently makes a positive contribution as the arable fields enhance our appreciation of
the farmhouse within its historic rural landscape setting.
5.15. However, the fields between the Site and the Old Hall is an existing housing allocation
site; this will impact the relationship between the Old Hall and the proposed Site by
creating an area of infill between them.

Non-Designated Heritage Assets outside of the Site
St Stephen’s Church: Medium significance
5.16. The significance of the St Stephen’s Church (Figure 22) is derived from its architectural
and historic interest as well as its communal value as a church serving the settlement of
Fradley.
5.17. The church dates chiefly from 1861, as a Chapel of Ease to provide a closer place to
worship for the local community in Fradley, who had until then travelled to Alrewas.

Figure 22 St Stephen’s Church
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5.18. The church is constructed in red brick under a tile roof, with stone and grey brick
decorative detailing. Interesting architectural features include the stained-glass window,
the vaulted wooden roof and the pipe organ. There is a modern extension to include a
meeting room and W/C, however the church has retained much of its original features
and historic character. It is a valuable part of the village of Fradley, and provides a
landmark to the west of the settlement, located on the corner of Old Hall Lane on the
fringes of the village.
5.19. The immediate setting of the church is formed by its churchyard which contributes
positively to the church’s significance by virtue of its historic associative relationship. This
is a well-maintained space. Its graveyard is populated by not only local families, but also
servicemen serving at R.A.F. Lichfield. A school is located to the immediate west of the
churchyard; the Victorian schoolhouse was demolished and replaced by a modern school
in 2008. This makes a negative contribution to the church, as it encloses it with buildings
which are modern in architectural style and impacts the tranquillity of the place of
worship. To the north, a playing field has retained some open space surrounding the
church. To the south of the church is Church Lane and open fields beyond, and to the
east is the settlement of Fradley.
5.20. The Church is of interest as its Victorian style is legible. It is also of local significance as
it demonstrates the expansion of Fradley, with the local Rev. Hazelhurst (vicar of
Alrewas) being instrumental in the building of St. Stephens.
5.21. The Church is visible from the Site, its spire visible over the tree line (Figure 23). It is
predominantly enclosed by modern buildings associated with the school, which are also
visible from the Site, as well as boundary planting and is removed from the Site by a
band of fields.
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Church spire

Figure 23 View of the Church spire from the footpath on the Site

5.22. Although the church is a landmark to the south west corner of the settlement, its
significance is more closely related with the village of Fradley to the east than it is to the
arable fields to the west. Therefore, the Site is considered to make no contribution to the
significance of the church. This is due to the school development and field (which forms
an existing housing allocation site) which separates the church from the Site, and the
church’s significance chiefly being derived from its architectural and historic interest as a
place of worship and communal value. It is considered that views of the spire from the
Site are incidental rather than planned.

Sale Barn: Low significance
5.23. The significance of the Sale Barn is derived from its architectural and historic interest.
The building here is shown on the Ordnance Survey Map of 1882. It is named as being
‘Sale Barn’ and comprises of an L shape building.
5.24. The building now appears as a long single storey stable, constructed in red brick English
Bond with some detailing around arched doorheads (Figure 24). There is a high wall to
the west. Many apertures have been partially enclosed with concrete blocks, and the
building has been reroofed in modern material.

For further
information

enquiries@placeservices.co.uk

Page 39

Figure 24 Sale Barn

5.25. The historic use of the building is of interest, as its historic use is still legible in its
elevations, despite modern alterations. The immediate setting of the building is formed
by a paddock, enclosed by a contemporary red brick wall and fence to the north. Metal
fencing surrounds the field to the south of the building. It is bounded to the east by Sale
Lane, and wider open fields to the west. Its agricultural use means that the building also
draws significance from the surrounding land, with which it has a shared historic
association, particularly in relation to The Sale Farm.
5.26. The building draws its significance from surrounding agricultural land which contributes
positively to the significance of the heritage asset, due to its historic association.
Therefore, the Site makes a positive contribution to the significance of Sale Barn, as part
of the historic rural landscape setting of the building, particularly noting its historic
function as an agricultural building.

New Bridge: Low significance
5.27. The significance of the bridge is derived from its historic and architectural interest. The
eighteenth century structure (HER 03048) is a single arch bridge, built in English Bond
brick with stone coping detail (Figure 25). The plaque over the bridge reads number 91.
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Figure 25 New Bridge

5.28. The bridge is named on the Ordnance Survey Map of 1882 as ‘New Bridge’ and crosses
the Coventry Canal where it passes under Gorse Lane. The feature is, therefore, of group
value with the Canal and the other built features along it, including the bridges and locks
which make it navigable. The bridge’s setting is formed by the canal and road, which
make a positive contribution to its significance as they allow us to appreciate its historic
function and architecture. The grass verge and footpath which flank the canal also make
a positive contribution to the asset, as they allow for views of the bridge within its setting
to be appreciated. The Site is located within the field to the east of the bridge; it is
currently largely screened from view by dense planting, although there is potential for
glimpsed views and greater visibility during winter months. The Site makes a limited
contribution to the bridge, which is a significant and functional feature of the canal
network.

Coventry Canal: High significance
5.29. The significance of the Coventry Canal is drawn from its historic interest. It is a tangible
feature of the historic network which demonstrates the changes made to the area in the
late eighteenth century, and the advancement made to travel and infrastructure. The
canal was a vital method of trade particularly as part of a Birmingham to London route,
and is of significance as a part of this national historic infrastructure.
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5.30. From the junction with the Trent and Mersey canal at Fradley, the canal travels east
through semi-rural surroundings to Streethay Wharf.18 These surroundings provide
tranquillity and currently contributes to the significance of the canal. The setting allows
for the canal to be experienced largely removed from modern alterations or
environmental changes. The verdant surroundings make a positive contribution to the
canal. Largely, wider fields are screened through planting (Figure 26) however there are
places where views are wide reaching particularly to the south towards the former airfield.

Figure 26 View along the canal path

5.31. To the north of the canal, there is a bank and planting with some glimpsed views into
fields within the Site. To the east of the Site boundary, an area of modern housing
development demonstrates the effect that development encroaching towards the canal
has to its setting (Figure 27). These houses create a more urbanised surrounding, and
although they are partially screened by a large hedgerow, their roofline is visible and it is
likely that diurnal changes have altered the experience of the canal during darkness and
impacted its tranquillity.
5.32. The Site makes a limited contribution to the canal, as it is so heavily screened by dense
planting and does not share a historic association through land use or ownership;
however, there are some areas of visibility, and it is considered that the development of
the Site would impact the tranquillity of the canal, which currently makes a positive
contribution to the asset. The diurnal effects in particular are worth considering, as these
would likely be more visible from the canal, especially during winter months.

18

Coventry Canal Society
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Figure 27 Modern encroachment on the setting of the canal
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6. Potential Impact of Development
6.1.

This section assesses the potential impact of development within the Site upon the heritage
significance of the identified heritage assets. This assessment will address the principle of
development within the Site and make recommendations to reduce harm.

6.2.

The potential impact of development is considered in relation to the direct (physical)
impacts on heritage assets located within the Site and the indirect (non-physical) impacts
on heritage assets located within the Site and the Study Area, due to change within their
settings.

6.3.

The assessment of the potential impact of development upon the setting of the identified
heritage assets has been considered using the guidance detailed in Historic England’s The
Setting of Heritage Assets19.

Heritage Assets within the Site (Direct Impact)
Archaeology
6.4. Assessment has revealed evidence within the Site of potential occupation in the prehistoric
period. The enclosures and linear features identified from aerial photography indicate
probable settlement of Bronze to Iron Age date with potential for archaeological deposits
associated with the Neolithic Causewayed Enclosure immediately to the north of the Site.
6.5. The majority of the Site has remained as agricultural land since the mid nineteenth century
and potentially since the medieval period. The presence of trackways as cropmarks indicates
activity.
6.6. Given limited modern development or change to the Site’s historic use, if features of
significance survive it is unlikely that they would have been significantly truncated by
previous development and as such there is a higher chance of survival.

Heritage Assets outside of the Site (Indirect Impact)
Scheduled Monument Causewayed enclosure
6.7.

The presence of a Scheduled Monument on the northern edge of the Site means that
there is the potential to impact the setting of a nationally significant heritage asset. This
assessment has found that the open fields within the Site contribute positively to the

19

Historic England, December 2017. The Setting of Heritage Assets - Historic Environment Good
Practice Advice in Planning Note 3 (Second Edition)
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setting of the Scheduled Monument visually, and that the extent to which a relationship
is shared between the Site and the monument is not yet fully understood. The topography
slopes down towards the waterway between the Scheduled Monument and the Site,
meaning that there is visibility between them. Therefore, there is a level of harm through
the impact in changing the setting from historic agricultural fields with potentially medieval
origins into a developed area, and which would be visible from the monument.
6.8.

In relation to the NPPF, it is considered that this impact would have less than substantial
harm to the scheduled monument through the loss of its agricultural setting, which
currently makes a positive contribution to the asset.

Grade II Listed Old Hall Farmhouse
6.9.

There would be an impact on the wider historic, rural setting of Old Hall Farmhouse arising
from development on the Site. This assessment has found that the open fields within the
Site to the west of the farmhouse enhance our appreciation of the asset within its arable
landscape on the fringes of the settlement of Fradley. There is also some visibility between
the Site and the farmhouse. However, the Site is located a field away from the farmhouse’
residential boundary, and the field between them is already a housing allocated site. This
means that the contribution that the Site makes to the asset is limited, but also that its loss
would erode the rural character of the Old Hall further, fully enveloping it in modern
development.

6.10. Therefore, development on the Site would result in the loss of part of this historic context.
With regard to the NPPF, it is considered that this harm would be the lowest end of less
than substantial.
6.11. Due to the proposed allocation site between the Old Hall and the Site, it is considered
unlikely to be able to completely mitigate any harm through the master planning of the Site.

St Stephen’s Church
6.12. The Church is separated from the Site by the modern School and its associated buildings
and playing fields, as well as a further field which is an existing housing allocation. This
assessment has considered that the elements of the setting of the church which make a
positive contribution to its significance are its churchyard and the settlement of Fradley.
6.13. It is therefore considered that any potential development on the Site would not adversely
impact upon the significance of the heritage asset. This is due to the church’s significance
being predominantly derived from its historic and architectural interest, communal value,
relationship with the churchyard and settlement of Fradley, and separation from the Site by
the school and existing allocation site.
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Sale Barn
6.14. The stable building is located on the western boundary of the Site on Sale Lane. This
assessment has found that the significance of the building is derived from its historic
agricultural use and subsequent architecture, and that its rural setting contributes to its
significance. The building is currently isolated within an agrarian landscape; development
would impact how it is appreciated within an agricultural setting on the rural lane which
borders the Site.
6.15. Therefore, the development of the Site would lead to the irreversible loss of part of the
agricultural setting of the building, with which it shares a visual and historic relationship. In
terms of the NPPF paragraph 197 it is considered that this would cause low levels of harm.

New Bridge
6.16. This assessment has found that the bridge draws its significance from its historic interest
and functional architectural style. Its setting is formed by the canal and lane that it serves,
as these help us to appreciate its reason for being. There is limited visibility between the
bridge and the Site, due to dense planting and hedgerows which screen the field to the
north east. Therefore, the proposed development would not impact the significance of the
asset.

The Coventry Canal
6.17. The canal borders the Site to the south, and this assessment has found that although there
is no historic association between the Site and the canal, it makes a positive contribution
to the asset as they share inter-visibility and the Site provides a historic rural setting by
which the canal can be travelled and appreciated. This currently contributes to the
tranquillity of the canal.
6.18. The development of the Site would likely impact this tranquillity, and result in environmental
changes such as increased noise, kinetic movement, and diurnal changes through light
pollution. The land to the east and south of the canal are existing housing allocation sites,
which means that the development of the Site has potential to contribute to further erosion
of the rural character of the stretch of the canal.
6.19. Therefore, with regard to the NPPF paragraph 197, there would likely be harm to the nondesignated heritage asset of the canal through the loss of its rural historic character and
changes to its historic setting.
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Summary of Impact
6.20. The presence of a Scheduled Monument on the northern edge of the Site means that
there is the potential to impact the setting of a nationally significant heritage asset. This
assessment has found that there would be moderate levels of less than substantial harm
caused due to the close proximity of the monument to the Site and change to setting.
6.21. A range of archaeological evidence suggests occupation in the prehistoric, medieval and
post medieval period is present within the Site, although as no detailed field assessment
has been undertaken the nature of this occupation is not defined.
6.22. Assessment has also revealed potential for archaeological features across the Site
largely based on the result of aerial photography. Where these exist within the
development footprint it is likely that they will be directly impacted and potentially
completely destroyed.
6.23. This assessment has found that there would be low levels of less than substantial harm to
the Old Hall Farmhouse, due to the erosion of its historic agrarian setting.
6.24. The significance of the stable at Sale Barn and the Coventry Canal would be adversely
impacted by the proposed development. Development would result in the loss of part of
the historic rural context of the building, and an irreversible change to the character of the
setting of the canal, which would cause low levels of harm.
6.25. There would be no impact upon St Stephen’s Church or the New Bridge.

For further
information

enquiries@placeservices.co.uk

Page 47

7. Conclusions and Recommendations
7.1

This Heritage Impact Assessment has been prepared by Place Services for Lichfield
District Council. This document provides an assessment of heritage impact for Site
SHA3 (‘’the Site’’) as referred to in the Local Plan.

7.2

Designated heritage assets within the Site and its environs have been reviewed. The
following heritage assets have been scoped into this assessment:

7.3

•

Scheduled Monument Causewayed enclosure (List Entry ID: 1002964);

•

Grade II Listed Old Hall Farmhouse (List Entry ID: 1038929);

•

St Stephen’s Church;

•

Sale Barn;

•

New Bridge; and

•

The Coventry Canal.

There are a number of archaeological features recorded on Historic Environment
Record within the 2km Study Area which have been considered in this assessment.
Heritage assets which were visited and scoped out of the assessment are:
•

Grade II Bridge Number 50 and Keeper's Lock (List Entry ID: 1178100);

•

Grade II Hunt's Lock (List Entry ID: 1038915);

•

Grade II Workshops approximately 250 yards east of The Swan (List Entry ID:
1374250);

•

Fradley Junction Conservation Area; and

•

Grade I Listed Cathedral Church of the Blessed Virgin Mary and St Chad (List
Entry ID: 1298431).

7.4

No specific or outline masterplan has been created for the Site. As such this
assessment has addressed the principle of development within the Site and made
recommendations to reduce harm.

7.5

The presence of the Causewayed Enclosure on the northern edge of the site and the
extensive cropmarks within the Site indicate the level of occupation in the prehistoric
period. At present it is not understood whether there is a relationship between the
enclosures within the Site and the Scheduled Monument. There is very limited evidence
of Roman or early medieval occupation within the Site or its immediate vicinity.
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7.6

The medieval period is represented by a dispersed settlement pattern potentially linked
by a series of trackways as indicated within the aerial photographs and the cartographic
evidence.

7.7

The assessment has found that the Site has historically been largely agricultural land
probably from the prehistoric period and as a result the only damage to surviving earlier
deposits would have been caused by the agricultural regime.

7.8

Assessment has revealed there is potential for archaeological features and artefacts
within the Site. Should these exist within the development footprint they will be directly
impacted and destroyed.

7.9

Assessment has revealed there would be indirect impact to the Scheduled Monument,
Old Hall Farmhouse, Sale Barn stable, and the Coventry Canal. This impact would
cause less than substantial levels of harm to the heritage assets through the loss of
their historic agrarian and rural landscape setting.

7.10

There would be no impact on the significance of St Stephen’s Church or the New Bridge.

7.11

In summary, the development of this Site will cause low and moderate levels of less
than substantial harm to designated heritage assets through indirect impact. Although
this cannot be fully mitigated, there is potential for the impact to be minimised through
sensitive design and master-planning.

Recommendations
7.12

It is recommended that the Historic England regional inspector and planning advisor
should be consulted at the earliest opportunity to discuss both the potential impact of
development on the monument, and mitigation strategies to protect the site and its
setting. Consideration needs to be given to the setting of the monument with the
potential to provide a landscape buffer in the northern part of the Site. This would
facilitate the protection of the Scheduled Monuments setting and could have a duel
benefit by preserving the complex non designated cropmark complex to the immediate
south of the Scheduled Area. At present the significance of this area is not known and
this will require evaluation at the earliest opportunity to identify if the remains form part
of or are associated with the Scheduled Monument.

7.13

Areas of development will likely completely remove and destroy any archaeological
deposits. The potential of the remainder of the Site to reveal features of significance
has not yet been fully understood. As part of any future planning application a
programme of archaeological evaluation should be undertaken using geophysics and/or
trial trenching. Any trial trenching should both provide overall coverage of the
development area but also be targeted at the known cropmarks.

7.14

The setting of the canal on the southern boundary of the Site should be preserved with
an appropriate green buffer created to preserve the rural location of the route. The
height of built development closest to the canal should be considered and sympathetic.
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This would also support the setting of the canal and any features along it. By allowing
for a green buffer and consideration of the height of buildings close to the canal, the
visibility between the canal and development will be minimised, and existing planting
should be retained. This will also help to minimise environmental changes as a result
of development and retain the rural tranquil character of the canal at this section.
7.15

It is considered that the impact on the Old Hall Farmhouse is not possible to mitigate
further, as its setting will be irreversibly altered by the development of the existing
housing allocation site.

7.16

It is recommended that footpaths are incorporated into new designs where possible to
preserve historic routes through the landscape.
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Appendices A: Legislation & Policy
National Planning Policy Framework
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) sets out the Government’s national planning
policies, including those on the conservation of the historic environment. The NPPF covers all
aspects of the historic environment and heritage assets, including Designated Assets (World
Heritage Sites, Scheduled Monuments, Listed Buildings, Protected Wreck Sites, Conservation
Areas, Registered Parks and Gardens and Registered Battlefields) and non-designated assets.
The NPPF draws attention to the benefits that conserving the historic environment can bring to
the wider objectives of the NPPF in relation to sustainability, economic benefits and placemaking (Paragraph 185).
The NPPF states that the significance of heritage assets (including their settings) should be
identified, described and impact of the proposal on the significance of the asset should be
assessed. The planning application should include sufficient information to enable the impact of
proposals on significance to be assessed, and thus where desk-based research is insufficient to
assess the impact, field evaluation may also be required. The NPPF identifies that the
requirements for assessment and mitigation of impacts on heritage assets should be
proportionate to their significance and the potential impact (Para 189).
The NPPF sets out the approach that local authorities should adopt in assessing development
proposals within the context of applications for development of both designated and nondesignated assets. Great weight should be given to the conservation of designated heritage
assets, and harm or loss to significance through alteration or destruction should require clear
and convincing justification. Substantial harm to or loss of a Grade II listed building, Registered
Parks & Gardens should be exceptional. Substantial harm to or loss of designated heritage
assets of the highest significance, notably scheduled monuments, protected wreck sites,
battlefields, Grade I and II* listed buildings, Grade I and II* Registered Parks & Gardens, and
World Heritage Sites, should be wholly exceptional (Para 194). Additional guidance is given on
the consideration of elements within World Heritage Sites and Conservation Areas (Para 200
and 201).
Where there is substantial harm to or total loss of significance of a designated heritage asset a
number of criteria must be met alongside achieving substantial public benefits (Para 195).
Where there is less than substantial harm the harm should be weighed against the public
benefits of the development (Para 196). Balanced judgements should be made when weighing
applications that affect non-designated heritage assets (Para 197). The NPPF also makes
provision to allow enabling development (Para 202) and allowing development which enhances
World Heritage Sites and Conservation Areas (Para 200).
Where loss of significance as a result of development is considered justified, the NPPF includes
provision to allow for the recording and advancing understanding of the asset before it is lost in
a manner proportionate to the importance and impact. The results of these investigations and
the archive should be made publicly accessible. The ability to record evidence should not
however be a factor in deciding whether loss should be permitted (Para 199).
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Appendices B: Designation Descriptions
Designation Descriptions

Causewayed enclosure (1002964)
Reasons for Designation
Between 50 and 70 causewayed enclosures are recorded nationally, mainly in southern and
eastern England. They were constructed over a period of some 500 years during the middle part
of the Neolithic period (c.3000-2400 BC) but also continued in use into later periods. They vary
considerably in size (from 0.8ha to 28ha) and were apparently used for a variety of functions,
including settlement, defence, and ceremonial and funerary purposes. However, all comprise a
roughly circular to ovoid area bounded by one or more concentric rings of banks and ditches. The
ditches, from which the monument class derives its name, were formed of a series of elongated
pits punctuated by unexcavated causeways. Causewayed enclosures are amongst the earliest
field monuments to survive as recognisable features in the modern landscape and are one of the
few known Neolithic monument types. Due to their rarity, their wide diversity of plan, and their
considerable age, all causewayed enclosures are considered to be nationally important. The
causewayed enclosure 300m north east of The Sale Farm is one of only two positively identified
examples of this type of monument in the West Midlands. Their close proximity underlines the
importance of this area of Staffordshire in the Earlier Neolithic, at a time when small dispersed
communities in Britain had begun to practice pastoral and arable agriculture. Buried
archaeological features and deposits survive which will retain significant information about the
methods employed in the monuments construction, occupation and use. In addition, the organic
remains will provide evidence about the contemporary environment, including landuse in the
surrounding area. The ancient field boundaries give an indication of the changes occurring in the
landscape in this area after the causewayed enclosure had ceased to be occupied.
Details
This record was the subject of a minor enhancement on 2 June 2015. This record has been
generated from an "old county number" (OCN) scheduling record. These are monuments that
were not reviewed under the Monuments Protection Programme and are some of our oldest
designation records.
The monument, which falls into two areas of protection, includes the buried remains of a
causewayed enclosure. The causewayed enclosure is situated on a river terrace 2km south of
the River Trent and 3.25km west of its tributaries, the Rivers Tame and Mease. The monument
was discovered during aerial reconnaissance and has been recorded in detail from aerial
photographs taken since 1960. The overall dimensions of the enclosure are 220m north to south
by 260m east to west. It is oval-shaped in plan and consists of three concentric circuits of
segmented or causewayed ditches, which together define an internal area of about 2.6ha. It is
clear from the way in which the southern and eastern sides of the enclosure closely follow a low
natural scarp that its construction was carefully planned. For the most part the ditches are set
approximately 10m apart. Each of the ditch segments is 1m to 2.5m wide and between 2m and
118m long, with the causeways ranging in width from 2m to 6m. Several causeways are defined
by ditches with enlarged, rounded terminals, and one causeway to the west is subdivided by a
central pit. All these more elaborately defined causeways appear to have served as entrances
into the enclosure. Material excavated from the ditches was used to construct adjacent banks.
Ploughing over the centuries has resulted in the levelling of these banks and has contributed to
the infilling of the ditches. Within the interior of the causewayed enclosure, and cutting across the
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southern part of the circuit, are a series of ancient field boundary ditches surviving as buried
features. Their arrangement and orientation in relation to the causewayed enclosure suggest that
most, if not all, are later than the enclosure, and are all possibly of prehistoric date.

OLD HALL FARMHOUSE (1002964)
Farmhouse. Probably C17 in origin on an earlier, possibly medieval site, remodelled and
extended circa 1700, refenestrated later in the C18, additions to the rear of early and mid-C19
date. Red brick; plain tile roof with raised verges; brick ridge stack and brick (English bond)
integral end stack formerly external. 3-bay lobby-entry plan aligned north-west/south-east facing
north-east, central and south-eastern bays extended to the north-east circa 1700, extensions to
the rear under 3 roofs aligned north-east/south-west. 2 storeys and attic with storey bands;
formerly 5:5 but now 2:3 windows. Wide projecting front to the left with coped parapet ramped up
to square end piers; narrower set-back section to the right with a frieze of blind panels at attic
level reflecting the pattern of the former fenestration below, i.e. 3 main windows to the centre
flanked by 2 outer windows of reduced width, gable as implied pediment above containing a blind
oval keyed oculus. Mainly glazing bar sashes replacing earlier tall rectangular windows with flat
brick arches, now blocked. The left hand section has a large early C20 window to ground floor
right, a bay window to first floor left of similar date and 2 gabled dormers containing casements;
lean-to porch to the left. The right hand section has a single storey porch to the left with crenellated
parapet and half-glazed porch, the first floor window to the left is of reduced width. Interior: the
ground and first -floor rooms of the central bay retain cross-beams with quarter round and hollow
chamfer mouldings; large open fireplace on ground floor of central bay with timber bresummer.
Old Hall Farmhouse stands within a possible moated site. Foundations of another, possibly
earlier, building have been found immediately to the north-west.
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Appendices C: Glossary
Archaeological interest

There will be archaeological interest in a heritage asset if it holds, or
potentially may hold, evidence of past human activity worthy of expert
investigation at some point. Heritage assets with archaeological interest are
the primary source of evidence about the substance and evolution of places,
and of the people and cultures that made them.

Conservation (for heritage policy)

The process of maintaining and managing change to a heritage asset in a
way that sustains and, where appropriate, enhances its significance.

Designated heritage asset

A World Heritage Site, Scheduled Monument, Listed Building, Protected
Wreck Site, Registered Park and Garden, Registered Battlefield or
Conservation Area designated under the relevant legislation.

Heritage asset

A building, monument, site, place, area or landscape identified as having a
degree of significance meriting consideration in planning decisions, because
of its heritage interest. Heritage asset includes designated heritage assets
and assets identified by the local planning authority (including local listing).

Historic environment

All aspects of the environment resulting from the interaction between people
and places through time, including all surviving physical remains of past
human activity, whether visible, buried or submerged, and landscaped and
planted or managed flora.

Historic environment record

Information services that seek to provide access to comprehensive and
dynamic resources relating to the historic environment of a defined
geographic area for public benefit and use.

Setting of a heritage asset

The surroundings in which a heritage asset is experienced. Its extent is not
fixed and may change as the asset and its surroundings evolve. Elements of
a setting may make a positive or negative contribution to the significance of
an asset, may affect the ability to appreciate that significance or may be
neutral.

Significance (for heritage policy)

The value of a heritage asset to this and future generations because of its
heritage interest. That interest may be archaeological, architectural, artistic
or historic. Significance derives not only from a heritage asset’s physical
presence, but also from its setting.
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Summary catalogue of HER sites within the Study Area:

HER No.
00940

Site Name
Fradley Old Hall Moated
Site, Fradley

Period
Medieval

01337

Causewayed Enclosure,
Fradley

Neolithic to
Bronze Age

01338

Ring Ditches, Bagnall
Farm, Alrew

Multi-period

01339

Enclosures, North of
Fradley

Neolithic and
Medieval

01340

Cropmarks, North of Old
Hall, Fradley

Late
Prehistoric and
Medieval

02896

Middle Lock, Trent and
Mersey Canal

Post Medieval

02897

Fradley Junction, Trent
and Mersey Canal /
Coventry Canal, Fradley

Post Medieval

02898

Possible Lock Keeper's
Cottage, Trent and
Mersey Canal, East of
Fradley Junction,
Fradley
Hunt's Lock, Trent and
Mersey Canal

Post Medieval

02899
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Summary
A possible medieval moated site, the moat
island to which is now occupied by a 17th
century farmhouse (PRN 12508).
Foundations of another, possibly earlier,
building have been found immediately to
the north-west.
The scheduled (SM 1002964) remains of a
Neolithic triple ditch enclosure with several
raised entry banks across the ditches.
Two concentric circular cropmarks
interpreted as a probable double ring ditch
or enclosure of late Prehistoric date. Also
further parallel linear features and possible
medieval field boundaries identified a single
linear features in a disordered pattern.
Geophysical survey across this area also
provided evidence for a field boundary
shown on 19th century mapping.
A series of rectangular enclosures and
possible associated boundary ditches
identified as cropmarks in the area to the
north of Fradley. Originally considered to
be of medieval date but re-interpreted as
probable Prehistoric features.
Linear features identified as cropmarks on
aerial photography in the area to the north
of Old Hall, Alrewas. The features have
been interpreted as a possible prehistoric
trackway and late medieval field
boundaries.
A listed (LB 1784/03/017 – Grade II) late
18th century canal lock of brick
construction, which is one of a series of 5
locks on The Trent and Mersey Canal at
its junction with the Coventry Canal.
The junction of the Trent and Mersey
Canal (circa 1771) and the Coventry
Canal (circa 1787). A complex of canal
buildings and structures (a number of
which are listed) are situated at the
junction.
A possible late 18th century lock keeper's
cottage situated at Keeper's Lock on the
Trent and Mersey Canal to the east of
Fradley Junction. The small, two-storey
cottage is of red brick construction.
A listed late 18th century lock on the Trent
and Mersey Canal. The lock is of red brick
with stone edging and has a set of
wooden gates (dated to circa 1980).
Hunt's Lock is one of a series of five locks
on the Trent and Mersey Canal at its
junction with the Coventry Canal.
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02900

Common Lock, Trent
and Mersey Canal,
North of Fradley
Bagnall Lock, Trent and
Mersey Canal, Alrewas
Fradley Bridge,
Coventry Canal, Fradley
New Bridge, Coventry
Canal, West of Fradley
18 Long Lane, Fradley

Post Medieval

A lock on the Trent and Mersey Canal at
Alrewas, built in 1771.

Post Medieval

03574

Possible Medieval Field
Boundaries and Leat,
South-West of Fradley
Old Hall, Fradley

Medieval

03591

Cruck House, Adjacent
to Rose Cottage,
Church Lane, Fradley

Medieval

04229

Enclosures and Linear
Features, Bagnall Farm

Unknown

04234

Enclosure, The Sale,
Fradley

Unknown

04242

Enclosure, South of
Bagnall Farm, Fradley

Unknown and
possibly Late
Neolithic to
Roman

04272

Pit Alignment, SouthEast of Fradley

Iron Age

04952

Pillbox, RAF Lichfield,
Fradley

WWII

04953

Pillbox, RAF Lichfield,
Fradley

WWII

04961

Pillbox, RAF Lichfield,
Fradley

WWII

04962

Air Raid Shelter, RAF
Lichfield, Fradley
Plaster Mill, Alrewas

WWII

A lock on the Trent and Mersey Canal at
Alrewas, built in c.1777.
An accommodation bridge spanning the
Coventry Canal at Fradley, built in c.1787.
A bridge spanning the Coventry Canal at
Alrewas, built in c.1787.
A listed (LB 1178116 – Grade II) 17th
century timber-framed cruck house, with
later alterations.
Cropmark features to the south-west of
Fradley Old Hall, one of which is
suggested to be a possible leat, while the
other is thought to be the remains of a
recently removed field boundaries of
possible medieval date.
A cruck-framed house which may
originally have been built as an open hall.
The house (which is now derelict) has
been largely rebuilt in brick and the
formerly thatched roof has been replaced
with corrugated iron sheets.
A series of linear features and enclosures
identified as cropmarks on aerial
photography.
A rectangular enclosure of unknown date
identified as a cropmark feature on aerial
photography.
A cropmark enclosure and other linear
features of unknown date, identified as
cropmarks on aerial photographs in the
area to the south of Bagnall Farm,
Fradley. The enclosure may have been
interpreted as a ring ditch?
A pit alignment identified as a cropmark on
aerial photography. Suggested to be of
Iron Age date.
One of a pair of Second World War
pillboxes flanking the crossing of the
Coventry Canal on the edge of Fradley
Airfield.
One of a pair of Second World War
pillboxes (with PRN 04952) which flank
the crossing of the Coventry Canal on the
edge of Fradley Airfield.
A large, Second World War, rectangular
pillbox of concrete construction, which
covers a crossing on the Coventry Canal
at Fradley Airfield.
One of a series of Second World War air
raid shelters on Fradley Airfield.
Documentary evidence for a Plaster Mill
on the Trent and Mersey Canal to the west
of Alrewas in the late 19th century. The
mill appears to have gone by the 1920s.

02902
03047
03048
03565

05457
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05459

Cropmark Complex,
East of Bagnall Farm,
Alrewas

Late Neolithic
to Bronze Age,
Iron Age, Post
Medieval

12460

Oldbrook Cottage, 44
Church Lane, Alrewas

Post Medieval

12469

The Swan and Attached
Buildings, Fradley
Junction

Post Medieval

12470

Workshops, East of The
Swan, Fradley Junction

Post Medieval

12471

Wharf House, Fradley
Junction

Post Medieval

12473

Bridge Number 50 and
Keeper's Lock, Fradley
Junction

Post Medieval

12474

Bridge No. 51 and
attached Lock, Fradley
Junction, Trent and
Mersey Canal

Post Medieval

12478

Thatch Cottage, Long
Lane, Fradley

Post Medieval

12506

The Croft, Old Hall
Lane, Alrewas

Post Medieval

12507

Lodge Croft, Old Hall
Lane, Alrewas

Post Medieval

12508

Old Hall Farmhouse,
Fradley

Post Medieval
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A complex of cropmarks of Prehistoric and
post medieval date identified on aerial
photography to the east of Bagnall Farm.
The features identified include a
Prehistoric pit circle, an Iron Age
farmstead and field system and
enclosures and drainage features of post
medieval date.
A listed (LB 1374246 – Grade II) late 17th
century timber-framed house (now
rendered), with a tiled roof and brick
chimney stack.
A listed (LB 1038914 – Grade II) mid-late
18th century inn, cottage and warehouse
associated with the Trent and Mersey
Canal.
Several listed (LB 1374250 – Grade II)
workshops on the Trent and Mersey Canal
at Fradley Junction. The workshops are of
red brick and are dated to 1872.
A listed (LB 1295214 – Grade II) house at
Fradley Junction, where the Coventry
Canal and the Trent and Mersey Canal
meet, which dates to the early to mid 19th
century.
A listed (LB 1178100 – Grade II) late 18th
century red brick canal bridge and lock at
Fradley Junction. The lock is one of a
series of five on the Trent and Mersey
Canal at its junction with the Coventry
Canal.
A listed (LB 1038916 – Grade II) red brick
canal bridge and lock dated to the 1770s.
The lock attached to the bridge is one of a
series of five on the Trent and Mersey
Canal at its junction with the Coventry
Canal.
A listed (LB 1038917 – Grade II) 17th
century timber-framed house with a
thatched roof.
A listed (LB 1374254 – Grade II) house of
probable 17th century origin. The house
was originally built as a timber-framed
structure, but was largely rebuilt in brick in
the 18th century.
A listed (LB 1178276 – Grade II) mid to
late 18th century red brick farmhouse.
A listed (LB 1038929 – Grade II)
farmhouse of probable 17th century origin,
remodelled and extend circa 1700 and in
the mid-late 19th century. The house is of
red brick with a plain tiled roof. Old Hall
Farmhouse stands within a possible
moated site and the foundations of
another, possibly earlier, building have
been found immediately to the north-west
(see PRN 00940).
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12519

Fradley Arms Hotel,
Ryknild Street, Alrewas

Post Medieval

14190

Ivy Leigh and attached
cottages, Trent and
Mersey Canal, Fradley
Junction

Post Medieval

20057

RAF Lichfield / Fradley
Airfield

WWII

20200

Ridge and Furrow,
South of Fradley

Medieval

51387

Milepost, South of
Crown Inn Farm,
Alrewas

Modern

51389

Milepost, A513 , West of
Alrewas

Post Medieval

52593

Old Hall Farm, Fradley

Medieval to
Post Medieval

54674

Enclosure, Pit and
Ponds, North-West of
Fradley

Unknown and
Modern

54689

Aircraft Hangar, RAF
Lichfield, Fradley

WWII
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A listed (LB 1038892 – Grade II) late 18th
century house of painted brick
construction with a tiled roof, which is in
use as an inn.
A listed (LB 1237275 – Grade II) terrace
of canal workers cottages which date to
the around the early 19th century, located
on the Trent and Mersey Canal at Fradley
Junction.
The site of the former RAF Lichfield,
originally planned as an aircraft storage
unit, which opened on August 1st 1940. It
became one of the busiest airfields in the
country. Lichfield was retained by the RAF
after the war and used as a 'flying school'
until it was finally closed in April 1958. It
has since been used for light industry and
storage and has now been largely
redeveloped and built over, although a
number of original airfield buildings still
survive.
The earthwork remains of medieval ridge
and furrow, identified on aerial
photography from 1963.
An early 20th century triangular cast iron
milepost located to the south of Crown Inn
Farm and gives distances to Lichfield,
Alrewas and Burton. Slightly damaged.
A cast iron milepost bearing the parish
name of Alrewas and giving distances to
Alrewas, Burton, Tamworth, Kings
Bromley, Handsacre, Armitage, Rugeley
and Stafford. The milepost was
manufactured by Chas-Lathe, Tipton and
was originally sited near Manor Farm but
was removed to the current position
following the construction of the village bypass. Of late 19th century date.
A farmstead located on the western side
of Fradley and laid out around a regular
three sided courtyard. The associated
farmhouse is of 16th century date,
although it located on the site of a
medieval moat, and traces of an earlier
building have been found in the vicinity
perhaps indicating an earlier, medieval
date for the establishment of the
farmstead.
Cropmark evidence for an enclosure of
uncertain date, located to the north-west
of Fradley. Also identified as cropmarks in
this area are the remains of more recent
features including an extractive pit and two
ponds.
A Second World War aircraft hangar
associated with RAF Lichfield, identified
on aerial photography.
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54690

Aircraft Hangar, RAF
Lichfield, Fradley

WWII

54694

Aircraft Hangar, RAF
Lichfield, Fradley

WWII

54695

Aircraft Hangar, RAF
Lichfield, Fradley

WWII

54696

Aircraft Hangar, RAF
Lichfield, Fradley

WWII

55928

Canal Milepost, Trent
and Mersey Canal,
Fradley Junction

Post Medieval

56818

Possible Enclosure, Pits
and Linear Features,
East of Bagnall Farm,
Alrewas

Unknown

58365

Linear Feature, North of
Bagnall Farm, Alrewas

Unknown

58806

Possible Airfield
Building, RAF Lichfield,
Fradley

WWII

58807

Air Raid Shelter, RAF
Lichfield, Fradley

WWII

58809

Shaft, RAF Lichfield,
Fradley

WWII

59202

Possible Pit, Brookfield,
Fradley

Unknown

59203

Possible Pits,
Brookfield, Fradley

Unknown

59204

Possible Pit, Brookfield,
Fradley

Unknown
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A Second World War aircraft hangar
associated with RAF Lichfield, identified
on aerial photography.
A Second World War aircraft hangar
associated with RAF Lichfield, identified
on aerial photography.
A Second World War aircraft hangar
associated with RAF Lichfield, identified
on aerial photography.
A Second World War aircraft hangar
associated with RAF Lichfield, identified
on aerial photography.
A milepost on the Trent and Mersey Canal
at Fradley Junction. The milepost gives
distances to Shardlow and Preston Brook.
It was cast in 1977 as a replacement to an
original post which would have stood here.
Features including a possible enclosure,
pits (or pit cluster) and associated linear
features identified by a geophysical survey
conducted in January 2014. The date of
the features is uncertain.
A small linear feature of undetermined
date and function, but suggested to be of
possible archaeological origin. Identified
during a geophysical survey on land at
Bagnall Farm in January 2014.
A probable Second World War building or
structure associated with Fradley Airfield.
Identified as 'Other Feature' following a
walkover survey indicted that it is likely to
be something other than a pillbox, air raid
shelter or shaft.
A Second World War air raid shelter on
Fradley Air Field. The shelter is of brick
construction and sits adjacent to a pillbox
(PRN 04961).
A shaft identified during a walkover survey
at Fradley Airfield. Its exact function is
uncertain but it may be related to the
presence of service cables and pipes.
An archaeological evaluation in late 2016
revealed evidence of a possible pit feature
of uncertain date and function, however
subsequent further investigation
suggested that the pit was not of
archaeological origin.
An archaeological evaluation in late 2016
revealed evidence for two, intercutting,
possible pit features of uncertain date and
function, however subsequent further
investigation suggested that the pits were
not of archaeological origin.
An archaeological evaluation in late 2016
revealed evidence for a large, amorphous
possible pit feature of uncertain date and
function, however subsequent further
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60782

Rapier Findspot,
Alrewas

Bronze Age

60783

Copper Alloy Object,
Fradley

Medieval

60784

Roman Finds, Fradley

Roman

For further
information

enquiries@placeservices.co.uk

investigation suggested that the feature
was probably of geological origin.
An incomplete cast copper alloy rapier of
Middle Bronze Age date, recovered during
metal detecting in Alrewas parish before
April 2006. Only part of the butt, shoulder
and blade now remain.
A large, hollow, conical shaped copper
alloy object with some enamel decoration,
recovered during metal detecting in
Fradley or Alrewas parish. The function of
the object is uncertain, but it is thought to
be of medieval date.
An incomplete copper alloy brooch dating
to the 1st-2nd century AD. The brooch is a
Colchester two-piece trumpet brooch. Also
a bronze sestertius (coin) of Marcus
Aurelius, minted in Rome between AD 140
and AD144. Both recovered during metal
detecting in Alrewas or Fradley parish
before October 2006
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