Lichfield District Council

CITY CENTRE URBAN REALM STRATEGY
Birmingham Road Gateway 07

Key to the Southern Gateway
Quarter
Birmingham Road is a busy traffic
corridor that borders the city centre to
the south and forms the gateway to
the city from the proposed transport
interchange and the A51 link to the
motorway network. The development
sites of the Southern Gateway Quarter
lie to the north of the road and visitors
arriving at the rail station need to cross
the busy highway to access the city.
Fig. A - Birmingham Road, Plan
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Fig. C - Birmingham Road Corridor - New Boulevard

The scale of development varies
considerably along the road from
the bus station and the Three Spires
multi-storey car park facing residential
bungalows. The width of the highway,
dominance of the traffic and expanses
of tarmac are also visually harsh and
uncomfortable for the pedestrian and
cyclist (Fig. A & Fig. B).
The proposal is to create space for
the cyclist and pedestrian, reduce the
carriageway widths and slow the traffic,
and develop corridors for avenue tree
planting and raingardens. The intention
would be to use the landscape of
the road corridor to unify or mask the
disparity of scale of development and
eventually, as the Southern Gateway
development comes to fruition, create a
central spine for the Quarter (Fig. C).
The proposals would also enable
immediate access to a cycle network
around the city, enabling the
development of a cycle hub at the
interchange, and an easier pedestrian
crossing from the rail station into the city.
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The Heart of England Way also crosses
Birmingham Road Improvements to the
rail station forecourt could be a quick
win for the strategy.

and Frog Lane and Option B (Fig. G)
extends the restricted zone into The
Friary up to the Premier Inn roundabout.

St John Street
To improve the environment of St
John Street from Birmingham Road to
the Bore Street junction, reduce the
heavy flows of traffic, improve access
for residents and businesses and
enhance the setting of the listed St
John Hospital, it is propose to restrict
vehicular access to buses and key
users only. As with other proposals
in this strategy, the aim would also
be to improve the urban realm for the
pedestrian and cyclist, in this instance,
particularly visitors arriving by bus or
train (Fig. D & Fig. E).
The detail of this concept and how it
would be enforced would be subject
to further study and consultation, but
there are two options emerging. Option
A (Fig. F) limits the restrictions to St
John Street between Birmingham Road

Fig. D - St Johns Street
Fig. F - Option A

Fig. E - Strasbourg Active Travel

Fig. G - Option B
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