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CONTEXT AND WAYFINDING 02

Finding a way Through the City
The historic street pattern of Lichfield
underlies the attractive character of
the city, but presents a challenge to
wayfinding.

The orthogonal grid of the medieval
ladder street pattern, in conjunction
with the visibility of the spires of the
cathedral and St Mary’s Church,
enables an ease of mental mapping
and wayfinding, particularly from the
key gateway of the rail station (Fig.
A). However, the reality of moving
through the city centre is heavily
challenged by the impenetrable nature
of development along the cross streets
(the ladder rungs of Wade Street, Bore
Street and Market Street). This tends
to move north-south movements to
the perimeter of the historic core along
St John Street/Bird Street and Baker’s
Lane/Conduit Street/Dam Street (Fig.B).

The prospect from this space is off the
backs and yards of retail properties and
a high brick wall to the north. Access
from the west is via the car park access
and from Market Street to the south,
via the narrow and uninviting Bird
Street Walk. A further repercussion of
this backland area, is the perceived
separation of the cathedral from the
city core and the fact that the visitor is
steered toward the rear of the cathedral
from St Mary’s Church along Dam
Street.
Fronting onto Minster Pool with the
iconic backdrop of the cathedral, this
space should be the Living Room
of the city - where the community
congregates to celebrate, relax and
enjoy.
Our proposal, therefore, is to create
a primary route from the station to
the cathedral that connects most of
the principle buildings and spaces of
interest within the city centre. From this
spine attractive streets will run to the
perimeter (Fig. D).

Fig. D - Key Buildings

Fundamental to the success of this
proposal is to elevate the ideas from the
Masterplan to drive a new connection
from Market Street to Minster Pool and
develop an extended pocket park to
the north of the existing Bird Street car
park, creating a city frontage space
onto Minster Pool.
Fig. A - Views to St Marys and the Cathedral

Fig. B - North-South Movement

The second issue is the hole in the
urban fabric of the city centre centred
on the Bird Street car park (Fig. C).

Fig. C - The Urban Void
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In the only significant change from the
Masterplan, we would propose not to
promote the concept of the circular
walk around Minster Pool, as this would
impinge on the Remembrance Garden,
cross private land and impact on the
green corridor to the north of the pool.
Rather we would wish to promote and
enhance the existing circular route from
Minster Pool Walk up to and through
the Cathedral Precinct (Fig. E).
This broader proposal would also draw
the visitor to the front of the cathedral
taking in the well established vista from
Bird Street Bridge.

Fig. E - Minster Pool Walk

Note that Turner applied some artistic
license to reduce the screening effect
of the tree planting to the north of
Minster Pool; we would propose to
open up views more by reducing the
number of evergreen trees within this
planting belt and removing ivy from the
tree canopies to provide filtered views
from the pool towards the cathedral.
(Fig. F & Fig. G).

Fig. F - Turner Painting

Fig. G - Cathedral and Minster Pool
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