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About the Strategy
As a bustling cathedral city and
regional centre, Lichfield, in common
with many of England’s towns and
cities, contains a rich, varied and
much-loved heritage of historic
buildings. In addition, the city includes
shared spaces such as streets,
squares and parks. This is our urban
realm - essentially, the space in which
public life takes place, and for those
who live and work in Lichfield, or
arrive as a visitor, the quality of our
built environment is so important.
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Fig. A - Extract Plan from Masterplan

Historic towns and cities have been
shaped by various forces over the
years, for example, trade, industry,
transport, religion and military activity,
and have developed their own unique
characteristics. Through understanding
and appreciation, the special character
of these diverse places can be retained
and enhanced whilst still enabling
change to occur to support our current
and future needs (Fig. B & Fig.C)

A Better Urban Environment
The Lichfield City Centre Masterplan,
2020 (Fig. A) sets the context for the
Urban Realm Strategy, identifying that
an important part of the overall plan
for the city centre is making Lichfield
an attractive and welcoming place
for pedestrians and cyclists. This
involves improving the public realm
and creating public spaces that people
want to use.

The Masterplan divides the city centre
into four distinct quarters; Cathedral
Quarter, Market Quarter, Business and
Learning Quarter and the Southern
Gateway Quarter (Fig. D). Each of
these quarters in clearly identifiable
on the ground, defined in part by
their established character and partly
through the mix of uses present.
Seven key Priority Projects for the
urban realm were outlined within the
Masterplan.

7 Urban Realm Priorities
1. Birmingham Road Corridor
2. Lichfield Transport Hub
3. Bird Street Walk
4. Circular Minster Pool Walk
5. Pedestrian Priority Streets*
6. Pedestrian Walkways and Linkages
7. Signage and Wayfinding
*the ‘Pedestrian Priority Streets’ project
is subject to a separate study.

Why is the public realm
important?
1. A Strong historic core
2. Complementary and Supporting
Uses
3. Welcoming Gateways
4. Vibrant Streets & Places
5. Quality Accessible Environments
6. The Green & Sustainable City
Fig. B - 1500 Plan of Lichfield

1. Tamworth Street

2. Shopping in the
street
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Fig. C - 1882 Plan of Lichfield

Fig. D - Four Districts of Lichfield City Centre

3. Rouen Station Forecourt

4. Food festival

5. Active travel

6. Minster Pool
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