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CITY CENTRE URBAN REALM STRATEGY
LIGHTING 05

A Lighting Plan for Lichfield
A holistic lighting plan for the city
centre would create contrast, drama
and safer streets, revealing the
richness of the built form, whilst also
assisting wayfinding.
The current policy and provision of
predominantly building-mounted
fittings significantly reduces clutter
through requiring additional lighting
poles within the street. However,
the fittings themselves are orange
sodium, with poor colour rendition, and
excessive light spillage.
Tremendous added value that can be
relatively easily achieved thorough
a coordinated lighting strategy, that
highlights key buildings and spaces
contrasting with a background level
of lighting in other areas and streets
(Fig.C). The warm of the light source
itself can also be varied, revealing
detail, creating visual interest and
drama (Fig. B).
Our proposal is, therefore, to make a
holistic scheme of lighting for the city
centre a priority urban realm project.
Principles for the Lighting Plan would
include:
1. Prepare a Lighting Plan for the city
centre that considers a hierarchy
of street lighting in conjunction
with architectural feature lighting,
including shop windows, floodlit
buildings and feature trees (Fig. H).
2. The lighting in Lichfield should
be designed around human
perception and not engineered for
vehicles or to meet current lighting
standards alone.

Fig. A - Lichfield Cathedral

6. Lighting should be designed to limit
light pollution. The use of full cut-off
lighting may be appropriate in areas
of architectural importance.
7. In general, continue the programme
of building mounted or ground
fitted lights in preference to pole
mounted lights in the city centre to
minimise clutter.

5. Use energy efficient fittings and
luminaires and provide effective
lighting controls to enable lighting
levels to be varied to meet
changing needs and moods.
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Fig. F - Minster Pool

Fig. E - Conduit Street

Fig. G - The Guildhall

8. Lighting in areas where safety and
security is an issue should conform
to BS5489 3/2 Code of Practice for
Crime and Safety.
9. Regard should be given to Lichfield
District Council’s environmental
policies.

3. Retain and restore historic lighting
fixtures where possible, particularly
in the historic centre and
conservation areas. Incorporate
modern, LED fittings.
4. Where new lighting is introduced
the design should be in a simple,
timeless, contemporary style
that complements the street and
other elements of street furniture.
Pastiche lighting columns should
be avoided.

Fig. D - Tamworth Street

Fig. B - Piece Hall, Halifax.

Fig. C - Urban Lighting Concepts

Fig. H - Lighting Plan for Bath
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