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Ease of Access from City Edge
Car Parks
Premier Inn

Swan Road

To help reduce traffic movements
within the city centre we have to make
our edge of centre car parks attractive
and easy to use. These car parks are
only a few minutes walk away from
the historic core of the city and must
become the gateway for the car user.

A separate study is looking at how the
car parks can themselves be improved,
but it is the joint remit of this study to
explore how once the car is parked,
the journey to the city centre for the
pedestrian is clear, safe and attractive.

The Friary
The Friary Car Park
The Friary car park is 240 metres from
the junction of Bore Street and St John
Street, approximately a three minute
walk. However, it is perceived as being
distant from the city centre. We need
to improve the connectivity between
car park and the city centre, through
improvements to the pedestrian
connections along The Friary and via
Sandford Street (Fig. C).
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Fig. A - The Friary: Premier Inn Roundabout

The Friary could become a boulevard
with wider footpaths, cycle lanes, an
avenue of trees and rain gardens to
alleviate the effect of heavy rain events.
All this can be achieved by reducing the
road carriageway widths. A continuity of
paving materials, lighting and furniture
and an improved pedestrian crossing
over Swan Road would improve and
perceptually shorten the journey (Fig. A).
A important secondary connection
to heart of the restaurant offer on Bird
Street exists from the north-eastern exit
of the car park to Swan Road and along
Sandford Street. The proposal would
be to improve the signage, paving and
road crossings along the route, but
particularly to extend the pedestrian
treatment of Sandford Street past the
Horse and Jockey and up to the road
junction at Charter House (Fig. D).
Lombard Car Park
The area of Lombard Car Park borders
the major open space of Stowe Pool,
but the most direct connection to the
city centre is through the somewhat
fractured urban structure around Cross
Keys and then the tight and (particularly
after dark) claustrophobic alley of
Lloyd’s Walk.
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Fig. B - The Friary

Fig. C - Connecting The Friary Car Park

Fig. D - Sandford Street

Fig. F - LLoyds Walk Lighting

Fig. G - Green Wall

Fig. H - Lighting Concepts

Fig. I - Art Installation

realm interventions alone, there are
moves that can be made to improve
Lloyds Walk (FIG. E).
A combination of artwork and lighting
strung between the buildings could
humanise and present a brighter, safer
route (Fig. F, Fig. H & Fig. I).
The blank brick wall could be
transformed and softened by clothing in
a green wall (Fig.G).

Lombard Car Park

LLoyds Walk

Whilst there is little significant
improvement to the Cross Keys corridor
that can be achieved through urban
Fig. E - Lombard, Plan
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