Lichfield District Council

CITY CENTRE URBAN REALM STRATEGY
MATERIALS - PAVING 03

Materials
The quality, consistency and
condition of street surfaces, signs,
bollards, cycle racks, bins and seating
have a significant influence on the
perceived quality of the public realm.
It has a key role in unifying streets and
spaces and bringing identity to the
city centre.

The strong character and structure
inherent in Lichfield’s historic street
network is often undermined by
inappropriate, inconsistent and badly
maintained materials. A number of
surface treatments are present in
Lichfield’s city centre area, including
concrete block paving, concrete
slabs, brick paviors, stone paving
and coloured tarmac. The apparently
random application of surface materials
complicates the streetscape, doing little
to complement the setting of historic
buildings and aid the orientation of
pedestrians (Fig. A).
Surface materials
The impact of this inconsistency is
particularly poor where different surface
treatments occur within the one space
or street. A successful and considered
application of surface materials across
the public realm would reinforce the
role and intended uses of the streets
and spaces in the city centre, and
importantly, highlight the qualities of
the built fabric and attractive scale and
detail of the streets.
The surface treatment of Market
Square, Conduit Street, Breadmarket
Street and into Bore Street and
Tamworth Street suggests how this
harmony might be achieved across the
city centre, sufficiently robust to support
the multitude of uses demanded from
streets, whilst maintaining a balance
with the surrounding buildings.
We are proposing therefore to base the
palette of materials on those currently
used around St Mary’s Church and
Market Square, with unit sizes and
details adjusted to reflect the character,
conditions and intended uses within
individual streets and spaces.
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Fig. J - Market Place

Road Markings and Signage
Keeping to the principle of minimum
physical and visual intrusion within
the streets, and following Department
for Transport guidance for historic
environments, we are proposing to use
narrower road markings and reduce the
height and number of highway signs.
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