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1.1 The LichfieldDistrict LocalPlan 2040 is the key document that provides the framework to
guide future development in thBistrict of Lichfield. It sets out an ambitious vision and set of
objectives, followed by a clear and focussed spatial strategy. It includes policies for managing
development and infrastructure to meet the identified social, environmental, and economic
chalenges facing the area up to 2040 which will ensure thatidlealpf | Yy Q& GA&AA2Y A&

1.2 Taken as whole, thiecalplan policies implement the vision and objectives, essentially setting
out where development should take place, as well as identifying kegsahat should be
protected. Development will be guided by allocations for specific sites and by policies to be
applied to planning applications. Thkan policies make clear the approaches to delivering
housing, employment, retail, leisure, community asad activities and infrastructure in the
district as well as protection for the environment and facilitating biodiversity net gain and
nature recovery networks. Areas are designated onghiéciesmapwhere development will
be resisted or where particular matters need to be considered, such agekabelt, or
ecological designations.

1.3 The Lichfieldistrict LocalPlan 2040 replaces all previolecalplan documents that Lichfield
District Gouncil has adopted (theocalPlan Srategy (2015) and.ocalPlan Allocations(2019)),
and contains achedule of policies that remain saviedm the previous plans, along with
supplementaryplanningdocuments Theplan also sets out strategic policies which guide the
development ofneighbourhoodplans Existingieighbourhoodplans which were made before
the publication of this document remain part of tidevelopmentplan, but will require
updating if they do not accord with the strategic policies contained withinlttaial plan.
Where there is conflict between plans then the most recently adopted plan will take
precedence.

1.4 Amonitoringframework is set out withilppendixCof this plan. Monitoring allows the
council to checlkannually what progress is being made in achieving the objectives qlahe

1.5 Throughout the preparation of thimcalplan, thecouncil has engaged with partner
organisations, such as statutory consultees, and other relelegatauthorities under the
duty to cooperate PTQ. TheDTds a requirement of théocalismAct 2011and theNational
PanningPolicy Flamework(NPPF:. Its aim is to ensure thadcalplanningauthorities ( t ) Qa
engage constructively, actively and on an ongoing basis throughout the preparatidocaf a
plan, so that strategic cross boundary matters are deéth wffectively in individualocal
plans.

1.6 Theproposedpublicationplan represents what the council considers to be the final version of
this plan, in accordance with Regulation 19 of thewn and Country Planning (Local Planning)
(England) Regulations 2012 (as amended)

1.7 The publication of thelan allows interested parties to comment on tplan and supporting
information before it is submitted to th&cretary ofSate. After these responses are
received, they are sent, along with tipean and the evidence base to ti$ecretary of3ate.
The examination in public which follows, allows for evidence to be considered on legal
compliance, compliance with thduty to cooperate, and thdour tests of soundnessnamely
whether theplan is positively prepared, justified, effective and consistent with national policy.
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Preparation of theocalPlan 2040

1.8 The review of the LichfielDistrict localplan began in 2018 and has included th#owing
stages of plan preparation:

9 Scopdssues andptions( this was the first stage of the process and set out the scope
of the local plan reiew and presented its key issues along with a number of options;

1 PreferredOptions andPolicy Directionsg this document set out pential spatial options
for the district and the broad preferred approach to the managing development

1 PreferredOptions¢ this document set out the spi strategy including proposed
strategic sites and a number of policies foe management of development;

Proposedublicationplanci KA & R2 OdzySy i NBLINBaSyia GKS O2
contents of the Lichfield DistritbcalPlan 2040, publishetbr consultation prior to
submission and examination in public.

1.9 ThelocalPlan 2040 is based upon a comprehensive and robustence baseSpecialist and
technical assessments halbeen prepared and inform and justify the policies and proposals
within this plan. All of this evidence base can be viewed vidtbieict 2 dzy OA f Q&hisg So a A U S
extensive evidence basepablicly available and can also be used to inform neighbourhood
plans.

1.10 ThebDistrict Gouncil has undertakefustainabilityAppraisal(SA andHabitat Requlations
Assessmen(HRA to evaluate the sustainability of the policies anoposals within this local
plan.

Other plans and strategies

1.11 This local plan has been preparedattordance with thélational PlanningPolicy Famework
(NPPFwhich was revised in 2019 ahdiia§sé&ciatedPlanningPractice Guidance(PPG. The
NPPFRets out the national approach to planning in England and emphasises the role of
sustainability in guiding plans and policies, setting out three dimensions to sustainable
development; economic, social and environmental.

1.12 The local plan has been prepared having regard to the strategies and plans which are
prepared by the district council. This includes tgedzy” Gihafed@®lan 20262024which
aSia 2dzi GKS adGNIXGS3aAAO FAYa 2F (GKS O2dzyOAt oK
shape place and develop prosperity asshichfield A & G NA O Q @

1.13 In addition to the strategic plan the council has a number of strategies such &dhemic
DevelopmentSrateqgy, Health andWellbeingSrateqy, PhysicalActivity andSoorts Srateqy,
HousingSrategy, Homelessnes&rategyamongst others. This list should not bees as
exhaustive.

1.14 Alongside the plans and strategies prepared byDstrict Council those strategies published
by our partners such as Staffordshire County Couthe&ilNational Health Service,
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https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/227/local-plan-review-scope-issues-and-options
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1514/strategic-plan-2020-2024
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https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/business/economic-development-strategy-2016-2020/1
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1073/health-and-wellbeing-strategy
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https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/homelessness/homelessness-review-strategy/1

1.15

1.16
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Environment Agency, Natural England, Historic Englandomatenterprise partnerships have
been considered throughout the preparation of this plan.

Lichfield District is a member of twocalenterprisepartnerships (LEPs). TBé&keon Trent
and Staffordshire LEahd theGreater Birmingham and Solihull L Beth LEPs have produced
their respective economic plans which are relevant to Lichfield District.

A number & communities within Lichfiel®istrict have prepared, or are in the process of
preparing,neighbourhood plansWhere appropriate these plans have been taken account of
within thislocalplan. It should be noted that those neighbourhood plans which have been
WY RSQ LINR 2 NJ (i 2locdlfab weke Rr2dalédhirRaycordafice witk thecal

Plan Srateqy and Allocations(20082029) documents. Where a new development plan is
adopted the policies within the most recently adopted plan will take precedenceldithere

be any conflict between the respective plans.

LocalFHan documents and how to read this document

1.17

1.18

1.19

1.20

Thelocalplan should be read as a whole. Developmemposals will be judged against all
relevant policies.

Thelocalplan contains bottstrategic andlocalpolicies. Both of these policy types are of equal
importance in decision making.

Strategic policies are those that cover the chapter area as a whole, are relevant to cross
boundary issues and are essential to delivering the overarching strafegg plan.
Neighbourhood plans should accord with these policies in their preparation.

Localpolicies are normally focussed on development management issues relevant to specific
types of development proposals.
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2. Profile of the district

2.1 The LichfieldDistrict LocalPlan 2040 is the key document that provides the framework to
guide future development in thdistrict of Lichfield. It sets out an ambitiousionand set of
objectives followed by a clear and focussegatial strategylt includes policies for managing
development and infrastructure to meet the identified social, environmental, and economic
challenges facing the area up t64D which will ensure that thiecalpf | Yy Q&4 GONXAA2Y A&

2.2 LichfieldDistrict is located in soutleast Staffordshire abutting thé/est Midlandsconurbation
and covers an area of 33,130 hectares with a population of 103,100. The district has two main
settlements Lichfield city and Burntwood, each with a population of around 30,000 as well as
many villages set within a varied and attractive rural area. Parts of the district also adjoin
larger urban settlements in neighbouring areas.

1 The main sources for information in the Profile and Issues sections of the Plan ar®tiséng and=conomic
DevelopmentNeedsAssessment (2020Authority Monitoring Repor{2020), Strategic Growth Study (203,8) 18
Settlement Sustainability Study (202Green Belt Review (2019/2020)



https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1758/housing-and-economic-development-needs-assessment-lichfield-tamworth-november-2020
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1758/housing-and-economic-development-needs-assessment-lichfield-tamworth-november-2020
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1690/authority-monitoring-report-2020
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/701/greater-birmingham-housing-market-area-strategic-growth-study
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1697/settlement-sustainability-study-2020
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/142/green-belt-review

Lichfeld District Local Plan 2040: Proposed Publicdliooument:July 2021

Figure 1: Lichfield disat

Birmingham

Arpott
Uajor Rad Staton
Retat

Lesure, Tourism
#nd Cutture
Empioyment
Educaton
Hospials

i
O Caowr Copyght Dantase R 2008 4
Lchtels Oatrict Councll Licence e 1000177¢

- HS2

@ TainsStveas """

] L
- Watercourses

ey ) owenser
Ratwey [ ] omtnict Settiement

Wain roads Urdban areas

D Uch feid district boundary

Population

2.3 Giventhe location of Lichfield District and that it contains assets of great historic vleas
of QutstandingNatural Beauty (AONB) and attractive and tranquil places; it continues to be a
popular place for people to live and workhts long been a key destination for those wishing
to commute to theWest Midlandsconurbation and other nearby towns. This has led to
pressure for housing growth over and above the needs arising purely from within the district.
The southern half of the slirict lies within the definedWest MidlandsGreen Belt.
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2.4 The demographics of different communities within the district vary considerably, however
there are some general characteristics of the whole population that have a bearing on future
needs and policylThe population of Lichfieldas increased by 2,661 people (2.18%) since
2010, however, when compared with tWgest Midlandg3.4%) and Great Britain (4.6%) the
population has grown at a much slower rate.

2.5 The district is characterised by a larger than agerproportion of people aged over 65 and
similarly a larger than average number of children under of the age of 15. The overall
population for the district is projected to increase by 4% between 2015 and 2025 with a
significant growth in people over thaya of 65 (20%) and ages 85 and over (63%). This rate of
increase is likely to be faster than the national average. The impacts of an ageing population
are recognised as a national issue. The figures for Lichfield illustrating population ageing
suggests thiathe movement into retirement and older age groups could be a more significant
issue here than in many other areas of the country

2.6 The higher proportion of older people means there is a smaller working age population (16
64) within Lichfieldistrict, degeasing at a faster rate (3%) than both t&est Midlandsand
Great Britain since 2010. This is over double the rate ileet Midlandswvhich decreased by
only 1.3% and noticeably more than the figure for Great Britain which decreased by 1.6%.

2.7 In comparison with th&Vest Midlandsand England as a whole, there is a somewhat higher
percentage of people of white British origin rather than those of other ethnicities, this is most
apparent in the older population.

Table 1: Ethnic composition of LiHd District

Ethnicity/Ethnic group Lichfield District West Midlands England
White British/ White 96.7% 82.8% 85.5%
Irish/white other

Mixed race/ethnic group| 1.1% 2.4% 2.2%
Asian orAsianBritish 1.5% 10.2% 7.6%
Black or Black British 0.5% 3.2% 3.4%
Chinese or other ethnic | 0.3% 1.5% 1.7%
group

2.8 The district of Lichfield is seen as an attractive commuter area for Birmingham and the wider
West Midlandsconurbation and a desirable place to live, however the affordability of houses
can be an issue. Average house prices across the district have increased at a similar rate to the
West Midlandetween 2009 and 2017. However, house prices across the distedtigher
than the average for th&Vest Midlands The average house price costs £70,000 more in
Lichfield than in th&Vest Midlands
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Table 2: Average property prices

Average property February 2018 January 2019 January 2020
price
LichfieldDistrict £308610 £300,362 £313,263
West Midlands £214,877 £231,121 £233,572
2.9 LichfieldDistrict has an imbalance of housing types with high concentrations of larger,

2.10

2.11

2.12

2.13

2.14

2.15

detached homes particularly in the rural areas and a lack of smaller properties, particularly
two- and threebedroom homes. There is a notable desire for smaller properties particularly
within those areas which can support first time buyers as well as enabling people to stay in
their communities and continue living independently as they downsize.

Lichfeld forms part of the Greater Birmingham & Black CouRibysingMarket Area

(GBBEIMA) along with neighbouring authorities. Evidence published for the market area
shows a significant unmet housing need. This shortfall will need to be addressed between the
authorities which form thesBBIMA. Whilst the final distribution of unmet need has not be
determined there is an onus on local authorities to address need through the local plan
process. LichfielBistrict is committed to engaging with its neighbours untiee duty to

cooperate to help to meet the needs within the housing market area.

Thisplan uses the standard methodology for calculating local housing need as set out in the
National PlanningPolicy Fameworkand its associate8lanningPracticeGuidance

LichfieldDistrict is considered to be a relatively prosperous area in a regional and national
context, ranking as low as 252 out of 326 local authorities for overall levels of deprivation in
2015. While it is generally true that this is an indication of overallg®os/ and the health of
communities, there are pockets of deprivation within the district and evidence that levels here
are increasing. Notably, Chadsmead and Chasetown wards fall within 2086&todeprived

areas nationally.

Overall life expectancy atrtin continues to rise both locally and nationally. LichfiBistrict

has a higher healthy life expectancy than the national average and this is within the top 30%
nationally, although this conceals pockets where healthy life expectancy is consideradaly low
than the national average.

Within the district there is a high rate of obesity, which can be seen from an early age through
to adulthood with two thirds of adults either obese or overweight. Amongst adults just over
50% meet the recommended levels ofysital activity, whilst this is similar to the national
figures access to opportunities to increase physical activity for all ages of the population are
key to improving health and wetleing.

LichfieldDistrict is perceived to be a safe place to live wikes of crime being lower than the
countywide average. The average crime rate for the district is 45 crimes per 1,000 population
which is lower than the average for Staffordshire at 48.3 per 1,000 population.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/planning-practice-guidance
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2.16 The district is well connected tti¢ national transport network with the M6 toll, A38 (T),
A5148 (T) and A5 (T) roads all passing through it. These routes are important nationally
making our district attractive to employers and supporting economic growth in the key
employment areas in Lifield city, Burntwood and Fradley. In addition these routes also
provide important local links as they connect our outlying settlements to the wider selection
of services and products available within Lichfield city centre and Burntwood town centre, and
neighbouring centres at Sutton Coldfield, Tamworth and Rugeley

2.17 LichfieldDistrict benefits from having four train stations; Lichfield City, Lichfield Trent Valley,
Shenstone and Rugeley Trent Valley providing access to London via the west coast mainline
andBirmingham via therosscity line or Walsall via thehaseline. Burntwood with its
population of over 30,000 does not have direct access to the rail network along with many of
the rural settlements.

2.18 Overall 75% of households within the district are within 350m of a half hourly or more
frequent weekday service to public transport, however this conceals that some of the rural
villages have very limited access to train and bus services. Settlemen{sositior no
transport provision include Drayton Bassett, Colton, Longdon, Upper Longdon, Hamstall
Ridware and Hill Ridware. A significantly high number of Liclistdct's population use a
car or van to travel to work, with 49.1% of residents commutingof the district to work.

2.19 There are fortyseven schools within the district, including six secondary schools and colleges.
Staffordshire University also offers a range of courses from its campus in Lichfield. The
percentage of students achigng 5 or more GCSEs at A* to C is 60.5% which is higher than the
levels for both Staffordshire (54.7%) and England (53.5%). In terms of qualifications, Lichfield
District has a lower proportion of working age population qualified to national vocational
gualification Level 4 and above, when compared to the rest oMifest Midlandsand Great
Britain. However, this could be explained by the higher than average older population.

2.20 LichfieldDistrict has a large portfolio of employmentesit primarily within Lichfield city,
Fradley, Burntwood, Fazeley, Armitage and Shenstone. The district also has significantly fewer
residents out of work and claiming beidits than the national average.

2.21 The nature of employment in the district has changeghificantly over time with the decline
of traditional engineering industries and, in recent years, an increase in digital
communications. The provision of superfast broadband is now a vital component of
infrastructure as it enables increased levels otaif@working and home working.

2.22 The district's primary employment sector is 'wholesale and retail trade’, followed by
‘accommodation and food services'. Employment in both of these sectors is more than the
national and regional average. Whilst the servieetsr is the largest employer in the district
Y2ald 2F GKS RAAGNAROGQA NBaARSyida FNB SYLX2eSR
industrial sector and travel beyond the district to access higher salaried jobs elsewhere. This is
reflected in the we&ly earnings for our residents which are higher than both the regional and
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national figures. However weekly earnings by workplace within the district are lower liean t
national figures.

Table 3: Average weekly earnings

Average gross weekly Lichfield Dstrict West Midlands Great Britain
pay
Average pay of persor £671.10 £550.80 £587.00

living within area

Average pay of persor £499.70 £552.50 £585.50
working within area

2.23

2.24

2.25

2.26

2.27

2.28

Tourism is a significant part of the local economy particularly based on the heritage, character
and environment of the area, with Lichfield city being a particular focal point. There are a
number of important attractions within the district, including hfield Cathedral, Chasewater
Country Park, Drayton Manor Theme Park and the National Memorial Arboretum. The tourism
sector within the district is forecast to grow between 2018 and 2040, as set out in the
Economic Impact of Tourism 20&&dy, alhough the length and impact of the pandemic on

this sector will need to be considered in the coming years.

Lichfield city centre also serves as the administrative centre for the district and has the largest
shopping provision, supporting a wider catchment than just the local population. As with all
centres both Lichfieldity and Burntwood face challenges iriracting investment and

reducing their vacancy rates, this is a result of a number of factors including the growth of
internet shopping. Both centres do have investment opportunities which will assist in
addressing the challenges facing town and city asnover the plan period.

The district has over 750 listed buildings, twelve of which are grade | listed and a further sixty
three are grade II*. In addition to the many listed and locally listed structures and buildings
there are otherassets including scheduled monuments, the foriReman settlement at Wall

and the National Memorial Arboretum. Hammerwich parish is also the location where the
Anglo-SaxonStaffordshire hoard was discovered in 2009. These heritage assets are of great
importance as they contribute to the distinctive character atifiield and its visitor economy.

There are twentyone designated conservation areas across the district. A large part of
Lichfield city is designated as a conservation area with Lichfield Catla¢disicentre. The
cathedral spires (often called thadies of theVale) are visible from many points in the wider
rural landscape and the city centre's medieval street pattern and many listed buildings provide
an attractive built environment.

Burntwoodis the second largest settlement within the district and formed as a consequence
of more recent growth of smaller individual settlements from significant residential growth
between the 1960s and 1990s. Its history and development is linked to coal ramingther
industries, providing coal and water from the reservoir at Chasewater to the canal network
which helped support the industrial revolution in Birmingham.

The canal network throughout Lichfield is extensive, with the Trent and Mersey Canal passing
through Armitage, Kings Bromley, Alrewas, Fradley, Lichfield and the Coventry Canal joining


https://www.enjoystaffordshire.com/dbimgs/Economic%20Impact%20of%20Tourism%20-%20Staffordshire%202019.pdf
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the Trent andMerseyCanal at Fazeley all of which now provide opportunities for recreation.
The canal network incorporates both designated and-designated heréige assets. A
longstanding project to reopen a further section of the Lichfield canal which will link Lichfield
to Burntwood is being undertaken by the Lichfield & vdaton Canals Restoration Trust.

The landscape of the district prioes a rich tapestry complementing its settlement pattern.
The landscape reflects the human activity of the area throughout the Bronze Age, Roman
occupations, and the Angi®axon period with many sites recorded in the Domesday Book.
The evolution of settlments, ecclesiastical and cultural expansion along with agricultural and
industrial development has continued from the 11th Century to today.

Mineral deposits continue to shape the landscape with extraction sites being worked across
the district and furthe sites being safeguarded to the west of Alrewas within the adopted
county minerals plan. The deposits follow the two main rivers that flow through the district,
the River Trent and the River Tame. Both rivers carry large volumes of water and have wide
floodplains. Most of the floodplains comprise agricultural land however the built up area of
Fazeley is particularly prone to flood events. Large scale restoration of the mineral sites
provides opportunities for recreation and landscape enhancement througiCémtral Rivers
Initiative, National Forest and the expansion of the National Memorial Arboretum which itself
is built upon a former mineral site.

The River Mease flows into the River Trent and supports a variety of species and habitats of
European signifance. The River Mease has national and European level protection,
designated as a Special Area of Conservd8&Cand Site of Special Scientific InteréSESI)

Parts of Cannock Chase also have the same level of protection. A part of Cannockhitase w
lies within Lichfieldistrict, around Gentleshaw Common, is designated for its landscape
guality and is recognised as of national importance as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB)Elsewhere in the district there are a variety of wildlifdhrhabitats which are

protected including further Sites of Special Scientific Interest, ancient woodlands, veteran
trees and locally recognised sites of biological importance.

The soutkeastern part of the district falls within the defindtlest Midland€<GreenBelt and is
therefore subject to planning policy which restricts development except in exceptional
circumstances. The district partially lies within Cannock CHasgalArea ofConservation
zone of influence, River Mea§pecialArea ofConservationwater catchment area and the
National Forest.
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Figure 2: District environment
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Climate, energy and waste

2.33 Air quality is a prevalent issue within the

district. There are AivaQuality Management

Areas (AQMA) in the district, one located at Muckley Coamethe route of the A5 and the

other on the B8 between Walld f I y R

the poor air quality related to the high vo

FYR 't NBgl aod 20K
lumes of traffic on these ro&dsquality issues

l'val

have an impact upon the Special Area€ohservation within and close to the District,
appropriate mitigation measures are being put in place through partnership working

between the District Council and other competent authoritiestelation to climate change

and waste it should be noted thahergy consumption in the district has decreased over the
last 10 years at a faster rate than the national average. The average consumption of gas and

electricity within the district is in line with

the rest of the country.
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3.1 TheO2 dzy DdiefniPsmn 2020- 2024has identified three strategic themes which will guide
how the authority undertakes its business. The relevaneéctives of that document for the
localplan are:

1 Enabling people:
i. To help themselves and others;
ii. To collaborate and engage with us;
iii. To live healthy and active lives;
iv. Shaping place;
v. To keep it clean, green and safe;
vi. To preserve the characteristics;
vii. To ensue sustainability and infrastructure needs are balanced;
viii. Developing prosperity;
ix. To encourage economic growth;
X. To enhance the district for all;

xi. To invest in the future.

3.2 Through consultation on the Lichfield Distiictalplan 2040 and work with elected
representatives and stakeholders, fifteen key issues facing the district have been ideifttified.
is acknowledged that more recently the Coronavirus (Ca9dpandemic has impacted on the
way the District functions,dwever,at this early stage thionger term implications are
unknown. The council will continue to keep under review any implications on the issues
identified in this planThe objectives and policies in this plan seek to improve outcomes for
each of these

3.3 Keyissues for LichfielBistrict:

1 Meeting the strategic housing and employment requirements for our district,
including assisting in meeting needs from within the wider Greater Birmingham
and the Black Country housing market area.

9 Addressing the lack of affaathle housing, and also housing that meets specialist
needs including for older persons, people wishing to build their own home (self
and custom builders) and provision for gypsies and travellers.

1 Ensuring the delivery of market and affordable homes to néetified needs.

1 Facilitating a wider range of employment opportunities within our district.


https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/strategicplan
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Responding to the changing demographics within our district.
Addressing pockets of deprivation which exist within our district.

Making our district a more attrdive and desirable place for business and
enterprise to locate and invest.

Reducing the number of people commuting outside of our district.
Reducing the number of people using a car to travel to work.

Providing a wider choice of transport means to bringrensustainable patterns of
transport.

Ensuring our district is a safe place to live and work.
Protecting our historic environment and assets.

Promoting active and healthy lifestyles for people living and working within our
district.

Protecting and promotig our natural environment.

Tackling the causes and effects of climate change.

3.4 A number of communities within theistrict have identified key issues and objectives which
they are seeking to address. These locally specific issues can be best addressg throu
neighbourhood plans which will work alongside the policies and proposals within this local

plan.

3.5 There are settlement specific issues which have been identified through the emerging plan

process

3.6 Lichfield city issues:

1
1

1

Protection of the character of theity from large scale development pressures

Lichfield city is a popular destination for day visitors but there is a desire to
encourage more overnight and longer stays

Delivery of strategic development within and adjacent to the city has been slower
than anticipated

Limited supply of sites for development within the existing urban area including
brownfield sites

Existing social infrastructure including health provision and secondary school
provision will need to grow if theity is to expand

Nature,scale anddirection of future growth of thecity needs to be considered
carefully and well planned

Transport, movement and accessibility all need to be taken into account

3.7 Burntwood issues:

)l

Need for better town centre facilities to serve its residentnmunities
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1 Demand foran Area Action Plan f@urntwood
9 Existing social infrastructure including health provision requires improvement

T Limited supply of sites for development within the existing urban area including
brownfield sites, seeking to make &tause of what remains

1 Significant environmental constraints in close proximity to the town, includteg
of specialscientificinterest, area ofoutstandingnatural beauty andspecialareas
of conservation which need to be safeguarded

1 Nature,scale and direction of future growth of the town needs to be considered
carefully and well planned

1 Transport, movement and accessibility all need to be considered
3.8 Ruralissues:

1 Declining number of services and facilities in some of our villages, such as shops,
post offices, doctors, village halls, public houses and access to public transport

T Many areas are not well served by public transport which restricts access to
services and facilities located in nearby settlements or beyond

1 Limited supply of sites for delopment within the existing urban area including
brownfield sites

1 Limited supply of sites for necessary development
1 Scale of development that would remain sustainable needs to be considered

1 Affordability issues are greater in many rural areas witlitéichhousing supply and
higher housing prices, there is also a limited supply of affordable homes

1 Transport, movement and accessibility all need to be considered

3.9 LichfieldDistrict has a number afieighbourhoodplansat different stages of preparation
including those with are 'made' as part of the development plan for the district and some
which are still being prepared. Neighbourhogdns have been developed and used by
communities to iéntify and begin to address the local issues which affect them. Those
neighbourhoodplans which were made prior to the adoption of thecalPan 2040 will need
to be reviewed by the relevamarishes to ensure that they are still in accordance with the
strategicpolicies in thiglan.



https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plans

In 2040, residents of our district will continue to be proud of their communities. They will
experience a strong sense of local identity, of safety and of belonging. Our communities wil
pride inour districtK A a 4G 2 NE | yR Odzf G4 dz2NBx AdQa ¢Sttt C
commitment to addressing issues of climate change, and the range of facilities our district h
offer.

People in Lichfiel®istrictwill live in healthy and safe communities whiprovide opportunities
for people to be active and healthy and to avoid social isolation and loneliness. Our residen
be able to access quality homes which meet their needs, local employment, facilities and se
all of which provide communitiesith clean, green and welcoming places.

Our residents will have access to education provision which provides the skills and training
their aspirations and personal circumstances.

Those visiting the district will experience the opportunities angetswhich our residents take
pride in. Visitors to our district will be encouraged to stay for longer and wish to return and
promote the area to others.

The need to travel by car will be reduced through improvements to public transport, walkwa
cycle raites and the canal network.

Growth in our district will focus on enhancing the sustainability of our villages, delivering ke
infrastructure requirements to enable these communities to become cohesive, inclusive anc
healthy places where historic assets ardhanced and make a positive contribution to local
character and distinctiveness.

Our existing largest sustainable settlements will continue to play the most significant role in
enabling our district to grow, particularly until 2040. This will enhanceptitential for
sustainable commuting and footfall for retail and services indhe

Development, wherever it occurs in our district, will provide the right type of infrastructure tc
address improvements to education, skills, training, health and incpleading to reduced
levels of deprivation.

The district's natural environment and varied landscapes will be conserved and enhanced. |
important green spaces and corridors will meet recreational and health needs. Sustainable
development will help priect the biodiversity, cultural and amenity value of the countryside &
will minimise use of scarce natural and historic resources, contributing to mitigating and ade
to the effects of climate change.

3.10 The followingstrategic objectives and priorities outline what will need to be achieved to
deliver the vision and to address they issuesvhich have been identified. These objectives
and priorities underpin thepatial strategypolicies and proposals. They were developed
through consultation on the emerging plan and through detailed consideration of the
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evidence base. The objectives are not listed in order of priority. Throughout this plan, these
are rderred to as SO1, 2, 3 etc.

Development will be directed principally towards creating a sustainable urban extension for
Lichfieldcity. This will ensure that the existing infrastructure of tity can be utiked and
reinforced and that the majority of new development allocated within this plan will be near to
a rail hub ensuring that commuting by a range of sustainable means will be achievable.

Anareaaction plan (AAP) will be prepared for Burntwood.

Developnent will follow the settlement hierarchy, with smaller allocations being made as
urban extensions to larger service villages to ensure they can continue to grow and deliver
local needs.

This will ensure that the development of new homes, employment, corialedevelopment

and other facilities will contribute to the creation of balanced and sustainable communities by
being focused on appropriate settlements, maximising the use of existing infrastructure and
reducing the necessity of car use wherever possibl

This strategy will produce benefits in increasing the sustainability of development, allocating
the majority of need in nogreenbelt locations, and ensuring new communities are well
associated with existing settlements and services.

Rural communities will continue to grow through small scale incremental development where
this is in accordance with the development plan, including relevant neighbourhood plans.

In light of the imminent threats posed by climate change, Lichfield District Council in 2020
declared alimateeY SNESy Oe @ 5S @St 2LIYSyd akKz2dzZ R YSSi
communities whilst minimising its impact on the environment and mitigagingd adapting to

the effects of climate change.

To deliver appropriate infrastructure, through partnership working and contributions from
new development. To meet the need for increased infrastructure necessauypioort new
and existing communities; including assisting in the goal of community regeneration and
infrastructure and service improvement where required.

New development and regeneration of existing developnmehuld reduce the need for

people to travel by directing growth towards the most sustainable locations. Over the period
of the plan new growth should always seek to increase the opportunities for travel using
sustainable forms of transport including seitiy improvements to public transport, walking
and cycling infrastructure. New development should integrate well with existing settlements
and not create dislocated or isolated new communities dependent on the car.
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Throughout the plan period new development proposals and decisions should seek to create
an appropriate mix of market, specialist and affordable homes that are well designed and
meet the needs of our existing and new residents.

To promote economic prosperity for the district, and its residents, decisions, plans, policies
and programmes should actively support measures which enable the local economy to thrive
and adapt to changing economic circumstances and miagertost of newly arising economic
opportunities.

The local plan, and planning decisions should encourage employment opportunities within the
district wherever this is sustainable and in accordance with tha pk a whole. They should
encourage development of new enterprise and support the diversification of existing
businesses to meet the identified needs and aspirations of the community.

Over the plan period, the local plamd planning decisions will seek to continue to help our

city centre thrive, serving Lichfietity and beyond. Through the mechanism of a proposed
areaaction plan we will seek an enlarged and improved town centre for Burntwood which
meets the community needs and aspirations. Across the district decisions, plans, policies and
programmes should encourage a vibrant network of centres to develop and keep on
developing, that serve to stimulate economic activity and provide for the needs of local
communities

The local plan and planning decisions will seek to increase the attraction of the district as a
tourist destination through supporting and promoting the growth of existing tourist facilities
and attractions. Partiathe delivery of this objective will be the provision of a greater variety
of accommodation for visitors, the development of new attractions which are appropriate in
scale and character to their locations and the enhancement of our existing attractions.

Planning decisions, plans, policies and programmes across the plan period should seek to
create environments that promote and support healthy choices and enable our residents to
live longer, have a bettequality of life and feel safer and more secure. Part of delivering this
will be improving the quality and availability of open space, outdoor and indoor leisure and
cultural facilities, providing active travel opportunities well linked to existing fasijiand
wherever possible designing out crime and the fear of crime including the potential for
antisocial behaviour.

Planning policies and decisions should give great weight to protecting and enhancing the
qudlity and character of the countryside. Development which takes place must address rural
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development needs and contribute positively to local character through enhancements to the
environment and preserving the openness of taeenBelt.

Strategic objectr 13: Natural resources

3.27 All decision making should seek to protect, enhance and expand the quality and diversity of
the natural environment within and outside of our urban areas and help realise the positive
contributions which can be made to address clienehange.

Strategic objective 14: Built environment

3.28 Throughout the plan period and beyond, the district's historic environment and local
distinctiveness will be preserved and enhanced. Plans and decisions will ensure an appropriate
balance between builteivelopment and open space, protecting the character of residential
areas, protecting existing open spaces and improving accessibility to open spaces.

Strategic objective 15: High quality development

3.29 All planning decisions and documents will reflect thghkguality design in new proposals,
and in the redesign or alterations to existing buildings and landscapes is essential to retain the
character and attractiveness of the district. Planners will work with developers to ensure that
design standards are rdateed and raised, and poajuality design will not be approved.
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The spatial strategy setsoutthe2 dzy OAf Q&4 2 GSNIF £ f | LIINRBI OK G261 NJ

jobs,infrastructure and community facilities within the district over the plan period and thus
outlines the broad approach that will be followed towards managing development and change
to 2040.

The chosen spatial strategy is consistent withtlgon for the districand will assist in
delivering the overall vision argirategic objectivesf the plan.

The spatial strategy directs development to specific locations. This strategysdihe largest
strategic allocations to the areas of greatest infrastructure and sustainable travel potential,
following the settlement hierarchy, as illustrated by the key diagram. The strategy will ensure
that throughout the plan period development Whake use of, safeguard and improve

existing services and facilities and provide opportunities to improve services and facilities by
creating hubs of new growth in sustainalideations

The spatial strategy for employment aims to promote greater oppotiesifor high value
employment within thedistrict, including higher wage opportunities in growth sectors related
to business, education and research. This will seek to reduceamoinuting and provide
opportunities to attract and retain high earners warly in the district.

The strategy will seek to provide a balanced portfolio of employment land to accommodate a
range of employment opportunities. Existing employment areas will be retained, where
appropriate, to maintain a suitable mix of employment opjmities across the district and
support for investment and redevelopment of older, well located existing employment sites.

Lichfield city centre anthosecentres servinggurntwood will be the focus for new and

improved retail and commercial developmeht.accordance with the hierarchy Lichfield city
centre will continue to be protected and strengthened as our strategic centre and proposals to
enhancecentres servin@urntwood to meet local needs will be supported and encouraged
throughthe BurntwoodArea Action Plan (AAP).

Developmentwilbec@ NRAY | G SR S6AUOK | YR adzLlJLl2NISR o8
support sustainable lifestyles and help address climate change, existing active travel, public
transport and road transport infrastructure will lpgotected through resisting development
that would cause significant adverse impacts.

Land required for proposed infrastructure improvements will be safeguarded. Rail travel will
be enhanced through environmental and infrastructure improvements at Lidr@isl and
Trent Valley stations.

Proposals for enhancements to other rail stations within the district will be supported,
especially the creation of new railway stations or rail hubs to assist with thetéong
creation of new settlements. To assist irs&inable transport improvements in the longer
term, the rail route between Lichfield and Walsall (via Brownhills) will be safeguarded.

0dKS
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4.10 The districts significant high quality natural and built environment and key tourism assets will
be protected and enhared in their own right. This is vital to the distinctiveness and character
of the district, providing opportunities for increased biodiversity, recreation, tourism, inward
investment, improved health and wedkeing and sense of local identity. Significassets
include conservation areas, Lichfield Cathedral, Cannock @hea@fOutstandingNatural
Beauty, Cannock Chase and the River Mepsei&lAreas of Conservation, Chasewater
Country Park, The National Forest and the Forest of Mercia, the Nakitamabrial
Arboretum, Drayton Manor Theme Park, the Central Rikrétimtive area and the green
infrastructure corridor which forms the line of the route for a restored Lichitaltal.

4.11 The quality of life, healthandwedl SA y3 2 F (G KS Rdrkard and Bifos il B a A RSy
protected and enhanced. This will be achieved through maintaining, enhancing, connecting
and expanding green infrastructure including ecological networks, open spaces and recreation
sites and utilising new development to fatate this. Support will be given to the
improvement of existing leisure facilities and the delivery of a new leisure centre to service
Lichfieldcity and those communities who wish to access such provision.

4.12 The important role of thé&sreenBelt will be recgnised and protected, with the majority of
new development being channelled to existing urban areas and to the north of Lidtifjeld
Opportunities to enhance the beneficial use of taeenBelt will be supported in line with
the National Planning Policy Framework

4.13 These policy requirements are set out in their respective chapters in the plan, which should be
read as a whole.
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Map 1: Distict key diagram
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During the plan period to 2040, the council will contribute to the achievement of sustaina
development in delivering its housing and employment land requirements, infrastructure
community facilities.

The council will support development which accords with its ambitions for growth and
support communities taking forward neighbourhood plans and allocating sites to address
local housing need.

The efficient use of land and reuse of piausly developed land will remain a key priority fo
the district with development proposals being expected to meet this priority.

Proposals will promote sustainability by minimising and/or mitigating pressure on the nat
built and historic environmet, natural resources, utilities and infrastructure and areas at ri
of flooding whilst also mitigating and adapting to climate change.

In the districts existing communities and settlements, appropriate proposals which contri
to their improved sustaiability, cohesion and community wddking will be supported. This
includes taking account of neighbourhood plans which have been produced by local
communities where these have been prepared using clear and robust evidence and are
broad conformity withthe local plan.

Across the district, growth will be directed towards sustainable locations broadly in
accordance with the settlement hierarchy (Table 4) and as illustrated on the key diagran
(Map 1).

By 2040 a minimum of 9,727 dwellings will be planned Toiis consists of 7,062 to meet oui
local housing need and 2,665 homes towards meeting the unmet housing needs arising
the Greater Birmingham and Black Country housing market area (GBBCHMA).

The council will direct the majority of future developmemgluding new homes to the
following locations and will continue to work with partners to deliver the infrastructure an
facilities required to support the growth of:

1 Lichfield city centre and urban area
9 Land northeast of Lichfield strategic housingoadation (SHA)L
9 Burntwood town centre and urban area
9 Within the boundaries ofarger service villages of Armitage with Handsacre; Fazel
Mile Oak & Bonehill; Fradlelittle Aston;Shenstone and Whittington and including
the following strategic housingllocations;
o Land west of Fazeleilile Oak & Bonehifitrategic housing allocation (SHAZ
o Land off Hay End Lane, Fradley strategic housing allocation (SHA3)
o Land off Huddlesford Lane, Whittington strategic housing allocation (SHA
9 Within the village sttlement boundaries of the remaining larger villages and smal
rural villages
9 Development in smaller service villages, smaller rural villages and our wider rura
areas: Development in these locations should be to meet local needs, and be
proportionateto the existing size and scale of the settlement. Locations served by



existing infrastructure and sustainable transport should be prioritised where
development in rural communities is being considered.

The spatial strategy for employment aims to promoteajer opportunities for high value
employment within the District, including higher wage opportunities in growth sectors
related to business, education and research. This will seek to reduesbouhuting and
provide opportunities to attract and retaindi earners working in the district. Part of the
strategy will be to provide a balanced portfolio of employment land to accommodate a
range of employment opportunities.

Existing employment areas will be retained, where appropriate, to maintain a suitable
distribution of employment opportunity across the district and support for investment an
redevelopment of older, well located existing employment sites.

Lichfield city centre andentres servindgdurntwood will be the focus for new and improved
retail and conmercial development. In accordance with the hierarchy Lichfield city centre
will continue to be protected and strengthened as our strategic centre and proposals to
enhancecentres servin@urntwood to meet local needs will be supported and encourage

Dewelopment will be ceordinated with and supported by an appropriate transport strateg
to support sustainable lifestyles and help address climate change. Existing active travel
public transport and road transport infrastructure will be protected througsiseng
development that would cause significant adverse impacts. Land required for proposed
infrastructure improvements will be safeguarded. Rail travel will be enhanced through
environmental and infrastructure improvements at Lichfield City and Tretgwstations.
Proposals for enhancements to other rail stations, or new railway stations within the dis
will be supported. To assist in sustainable transport improvements in the longer term, tf
rail route between Lichfield and Walsall (via Brownhilidl be safeguarded.

The districts significant high quality natural and built environment and key tourism asse]
will be protected and enhanced in their own right. This is vital to the distinctiveness and
character of the district, providing opportunii€or increased biodiversity, recreation,
tourism, inward investment, improved health and we#ling and sense of local identity.

Significant assets include conservation areas, Lichfield Cathedral, Cannock Chasfe Are
Outstanding Natural Beauty, Canndckase and River MeaSpecial Aresof Conservation,
Chasewater Country Park, The National Forest and the Forest of Mercia, the National
memorial Arboretum, Drayton Manor Theme Park, the Central Rivers area and the gree
infrastructure corridor which formghe line of the route for a restored Lichfield Canal.

The important role of the&sreen Beltwill be recognised and protected, with the majority of
new development being channelled to existing urban areas and to the north of Lichfield
Opportunities to enhance the beneficial use of tBeesen Belwill be supported in line with
the National Fanning Policy Framework.

Strategic changes to théreen Belwill be made around Fazelegylile Oak & Bonehidnd
Whittington to meet strategic development needs. Nsimategic changes, made through
neighbourhood plans, to th&reen Belaround smaller sfements may be appropriate to
meet local needs.



Hierarchy
Level 1¢ Strategic
centres

Level 2 Other
main centres

East of Rugeley

North of Tamworth

Level X Larger
service vikhges

Level 4c Smaller
service villages

Leve 5 ¢ smaller
rural villages and
our wider rural
areas
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Table4: Settlement hierarchy and approach to growth

Settlements
Lichfield city
including Streethay

Burntwood

Rugeley

Tamworth

Alrewas; Armitage
with Handsacre;
Fazeley, Mile Oak
& Bonehill;
Fradley;
Shenstone; Little
Aston; Whittington

Stonnall; Kings
Bromley; Hopwas

Clifton Campuville;
Colton; Drayton
Bassett; Edingale;
Elford; Hamstall
Ridware;
Harlaston; Hill
Ridware; Longdon;
Upper Longdon;
Wigginton and all
other rural
settlements and

Residential
Approx. 55% of
housing including:
Land north east of
Lichfield strategic
housing allocation.

Approx. 4% of
housing.

Approx. 6% of
housing.

Approx. 8% of
housing.

Approx. 29% of
housing including:
Land west of
FazeleyMile Oak
& Bonehill
strategic housing
allocation

Land off Hay End
Lane, Fradley
strategic housing
allocation

Land off
Huddlesford Lane,
Whittington
strategic housing
allocation

Approx. 5% of
housingbetween
level 4 and level 5
villages.

Approx. 5% of
housing between
level 4 and level 5
villages.

Employment
New development
and
redevelopment at
identified existing
employment
locations.

New development
and
redevelopment at
identified existing
employment
locations.

Link to existing
employment
opportunities.

Link to existing
employment
opportunities.

New development
and
redevelopment at
identified existing
employment
locations.

Rural employment
and diversification.

Rural employment
and diversification.

Centres
Strategic centre
with major
growth/city centre
uses

Improved town
centre.

Retention and
improvements of
local services and
facilities to meet
local needs
Retention and
improvements of
local services and
facilities to meet
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Hierarchy Settlements Residential Employment Centres
the wider rural
areas.

4.14 National planning policy promotes the creationsofstainable communities through the
delivery of sustainable development. The spatial strategy of the local plan sets out the broad
parameters for where and how change will be managed and delivered and provides certainty
as to what the district will lookKe in 2040. The spatial strategy will help inform the overall
distribution of growth within the district and set out the most appropriate locations for new
development considering accessibility of jobs, facilities, services and access to public
transport.

4.15 Key to the principles set out within the spatial strategy are the vision for the district and
strategic objectives that have emerged through the ptaaking process. The spatial strategy
is designed to ensure we can continue to grow in a sustainable wayliafrict throughout
the plan period, and make provision for future directions of growth. This will ensure that we
can offer certainty to both our communities and those that will deliver growth on our behalf.

4.16 The principles for determining where, whendahow new development will take place have
been arrived at following careful consideration of the issues fordibtict and the identified
strategic objectives and prioritieFollowing this a range of spatial optiomsre considered
and refined further to form a preferred approach inclusive of policy directions and
subsequently refined further into a preferred option.

4.17 The responses from the consultations undertaken while developing the plan have been
rigorously assessl and integrated where possible into the new policies. All of these stages of
planrmaking have been informed by the most recent evidence available toaiecil at the
time and the results of significant consultation with a wide range of stakeholddtsling
national and local organisations, statutory bodies and our local communities.

4.18 The spatial strategy is concerned with working towards increasingly sustainable communities
both urban and rural. This means seeking to meet more of our needs and aspsrkically,
particularly through improvements to both the quality and quantity of facilities throughout
our network of centres and by improving facilities available to local communities, such as
greater transport choices, local community facilities anél ¢uality and quantity and
accessibility of open spaces.

4.19 A key priority of the spatial strategy is to direct growth to the most sustainable locations and
prioritise the efficient use of land to ensure that development contributes to meeting
identified locd needs. In respect of housing growth the spatial strategy will deliver new
K2YSa G2 YSSOi (GKS 5AaGNAOGQa €20t K2dzaAy3a yS
I32PSNYYSyiaQa adlyRFENR YSGK2R2ft238 Ff2y3 gAGK
Birmingham ad Black CountrifousingMarket Area (GBBCHMA) shortfall.

4.20 It was established through the previous local plamategyandallocationsdocuments) and
through theduty to cooperate, that there is a shortfall in housing provision within the wider
housing market area. This was estdiid during the examination of the City of Birmingham
development plan and later through evidence includingteategic Growth Sdy prepared on
behalf of the HMA authorities within the housing market area.



https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/235/local-plan-strategy
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1228/local-plan-allocations-adopted
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/701/greater-birmingham-housing-market-area-strategic-growth-study
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The GBBCHMA authorities have continued to monitor the position in respect of housing needs
within the market area and publishedoasition statemenin 2020. This statement details

that the need arising from Birmingham in particular has primarily now been met. Additionally,
unmet need aising from the Black Country authorities is detailed within the position

statement and it is anticipated this need will begin to arise part way through the plan period
from 2027/28 onwards. The council will continue to work collaboratively with autheritie

within the housing market area through the duty to cooperate.

Therefore,of the 2,665 homes to be made available to the housing market area to meet their
YySSRZ | OFLIWSR O2yiNRoOdziA2Y 2F uZnnn Aa G2 0S5
startingafter 2027 to assist with their identified shortfall up to 2040.

The spatial strategy seeks to concentrate major growth within urban areas and to a number of
strategic housing allocations as urban extensions to larger service villages.

These strategic atations are located at our strategic centtechfieldcity) and three of our
larger service village§ézeleyMile Oak & BonehjlFradleyand Whittington). Those
allocations provide an opportunity to enable a significant step change in sustainability,
particularly in terms of infrastructure provision for the settlements identified.

Alongside these allocations the spas#&rategy seeks to encourage growth within settlements

in conformity with thesettlement hierarchyWe are mindful that a significant number of our

parishes have progressegighbourhood plang A G K G KSANJ O2YYdzyAGASazZ 4 A
part of the development plan in the district.

We will support those communities progressing neighbourhood plans and empower them to
identify and allocate land for growth throughviews of their neighbourhood plans. Such
growth will address local housing need and be in broad conformity with the spatial strategy
and settlement hierarchy.

The previous local plan which planned for the period between 2008 and 2029 allocated sites

for a significant level of housing growth across the district, not all of these allocations have yet
0SSy RSt ADSNERDSHDNIIIS IBISSyWANKEBa dI 'y LISNA2R 27
this local plan, the previously allocated, but yet to be debtdersites will continue to play an

important role in the delivery of our spatial strategy. Therefore, these allocations and
F3a20AFGSR LRftAOASA | NB ViihcideRiQthiFpmBArendiK S LINS @
D).

The important role of the GreeBelt is recognised, and the spatial strategy seeks to minimise
the impact of growth on the Green Belt whilst recognising the need to deliver sustainably
located development across the district. Green lggsignation covers approximately half of

the district with many of our settlements, including Lichfield City, Burntwood and a number of
the service villages being located within or on the edge of the Green Belt.

The spatial strategy requires some strategh@nges to the Green belt boundary. Smallernon
strategic changes to the Green Belt boundary may be appropriate for smaller settlements to
assist in meeting local need. Such changes would be brought forward through neighbourhood
plans where evidence hagnhonstrated they are appropriate.


https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/698/greater-birmingham-housing-market-area-strategic-growth-study-position-statement
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plans
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4.30 Lichfield city is the strategic centre of the district and as such this is proposed to be the main
focus for growth in the plan period. It will be the focus for residential growth and town centre
uses including shopping, offices and leisure activities. Land at Birmingham Road within the city
centre will be redeveloped within the plan period to enhance the town centre uses which
currently exist

4.31 A significant strategic housing allocation will be mémléhe north-east of Lichfield City,
including land between two sites allocated within the previous local plan. This strategic
allocation will deliver a significant range of infrastructure to support the growth and enhance
the services and facilities withihe city. It will provide high quality living sgawith access to
green spacewhich will provide recreation in close proximity to the community it serves and
will be demonstrably special to the residents.

4.32 Burntwood is a significant freestanding townade up of different communities with their
own identities. The process of its expansion in the 20th century has left it without many of the
local services a town of its size would ordinarily benefit from. The spatial strategy seeks to
YSSi{ . dzNy (i tBapar®@dt cuyfedtly Reing met and result in residents of the
community having to travel to meet many of their employment, shopping and leisure
requirements.

4.33 This lack of provision is one of the key identified issues through the plan making procéss and
at the heart of the goal of strategic objective 1 of the local plan objectives for the settlement.

4.34 Burntwood is entirely bounded by Green Belt, with a number of environmental and physical
constraints impacting upon the settlement. It has very limitedvinfield land redevelopment
sites and so best use of them must be made. Given these constraints it is proposed that the
growth of Burntwood will be moderate within the plan period, and previous consultation
documents considered that growth of around 508nfes would be sustainable.

4.35 Following the adoption of the Lichfield District Council Local Plan 2040, the authority intends
to develop a detailed Area Action Plan (AAP) for Burntwdbe need for this AAP is
consistent with the aims of theeighbourhood plamwhich will be adopted in July 2021.

4.36 This AAP will be a holistic plan for the town and its environs. The AAP will also carefully
consider the outcomes dhe Staffordshire County Council Public Realm Analysis of the town,
and theeconomic development document Burntwood E8gstem Study 2020

4.37 The rural communities accoufor around a third of the districts population and vary in their
size and character. Our rural communities have a strong sense of identity on their own right
and distinct characters. Although often seen as attractive and relatively affluent, many
experience issues, for example the lack of or loss of local services and facilities, limited public
transport and a lack of affordable homes within the communities.

438 ¢KS LIt AOed 2F daNbly SEGSyarzya G2 az2vy$S I NBSN
proportionate to the size of these villages, teeaforce their role in the hierarchy as locations
where rural residents go to access services and facilities; and in the case of Fazeley to


https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/neighbourhood-plans/burntwood-neighbourhood-plan/1
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encourage further regeneration towards the end of the plan peribéldo allows for flexibility
in plan delivery of the housing need.

Many of our rural communities have prepared neighbourhood plans in order to seek to
address some of these issues and play a role in planning for their areas. The spatial strategy
seeks toenable those communities to draw up their own plans which will be in broad
conformity with this local plan.

The current plan has identified through tleistainability Ap@isaland spatial strategy
preparation that a new settlement would not be as sustainable, suitable, available and
achievable as the current spatial strategy of urban extensions within the plan period, and
would have a high infrastructure costowever, iremains an active area to explore through
future plan making reviews.

Beyond the plan period there may be the opportunity for a new freestanding settlement in
the district, which may amount to a new eco town or village. $trategic Growth Study
commissioned by the 14 authorities within the Greater Birmingham and Black Country
Housing Market Area wanducted at a high levaind indicated that a new settlement i
Lichfield district may at some time in the future be a sustainable development option and
gives a number of areas of search. This study formed part of the initial review of the Lichfield
Local Plan, and will be a good starting point for further workrengotential for a new

settlement beyond the plan period.

After the adoption of the Lichfield Local Plan 2040 a detailed investigation of the potential for
a new settlement to meet needs well beyond the plan period will commence.

The policies within thishapter contribute towards the delivery of the following objectives:

9 All strategic objectives 1 to 15.
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https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/local-plan/sustainability-appraisal/1
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/evidence-base/strategic-housinggrowth-studies/1
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Facilitating the movement of goods and people is onthefkey elements of economic

growth and societal wellbeing, Lichfield District requires a strong transport network that
allows access to a number of modes to thrive. Transport schemes and routes from new and
existing development carither have a direct sitive or negative effect on health, the
environment and shaping placend therefore need to be carefully planned and implemented.

Sustainable transport is a key component of sustainable development and relates to any
means of transport with a low impaon the environment. Both national and local planning
policy promote the idea of sustainable transport choices which reduce the climate change
effects of travel, improve air quality and congestion and improve the public realm.

Active travel is partof sustA Y 6 f S GNI yaLR2 NI AG asSsSia G2
health by using urban design principles to give pedestrians, cyclists, and users of other
transport that involve physical activity the highest priority when developing or maintaining
streets and roads. This can mean reallocating road space to support walking and cycling,
restricting motor vehicle access, introducing traffaiming schemes, and creating safe routes
to schools and childcare settings.

Within Lichfield district, accessibility will be improved and transport choice widened, by
ensuring that all new development is well served by an attractive choice of transport mot
including public transport, footpaths and cycle routes to puevalternatives to the use of the
private car and promote healthier lifestyles.

Development proposals should wherever possible, either individually or collectively, mak
appropriate provision for:

1 Reducing the need to travel,

I Widening travel choices andaking travel by sustainable means more attractive th
the private car

1 Improving road safety, including pedestrian safety; through promoting active trav:
and creating realistic options to achieve this through the location of development
new infrastucture;

1 Reducing the impact of travel upon the environment, in particular reducing carbo
emissions that contribute to climate change and not contributing taageptable air
quality levels;

1 Supporting developments, including sites allocated in this pléaich integrate with
or provide new accessible, safe and attractive active and sustainable travel netw
and routes to existing amenities employment centres and railway stations

The District Council will continue to work with partners to improve acbgitgj by enhancing
sustainable transport opportunities and encouraging development that reduces the need

AYLJ



Lichfeld District Local Plan 2040: Proposed Publicdliooument:July 2021

travel and changes travel behaviour through a balance of transport measures. Future
development within the district will be focused on the mostessible and sustainable
locations to reduce the need to travel and the potential for active travel.

Developments that are wholly car dependent or promote unsustainable travel behaviour
not be supported.

Initiatives related to sustainable transport provements within the district and
improvements to the wider road network will be supported.

5.4
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5.7

5.8
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National Planning Policy Framewaéquires local [an policies to support a number of
transport interventions including:

1 Planning for an appropriate mix of transport uses across their,area
1 Minimising tke number and length of journeys;

1 Providing high quality walking and cycling networks

1

Supporting the divery of transport infrastructure requirements in their area, and if
required, identify and protect areas which could be critical in developing
infrastructure to widen transport choices

1 Providing for any larger scale transport facilities; and
T Involving he relevant transport organisations.

Planning must support a pattern of development which facilitates and promotes the use of
sustainable modes of transport.

The census and survey information available during the plan making process tells us that there
isa high volume of residents who commute outside the district and travel to work by car,
leading to an increase in congestion, road safety issues and pollution. In addition, our district
generally has high car ownership and low levels of journeys made lig namsport

compared with many other areas.

In relation to public transport, Lichfield District has varying levels of bus provision, with poorer
frequency and access to bus services in rural areas compared with those serving Lichfield and
Burntwood. The district has four railway stations, Lichfi@ty, Lichfield Trent Valley, Rugeley
Trent Valley and Shenstone and more residents commute to work by rail compared with other
areas in Staffordshire. Investment in rail services and facilities is key to encouraging a modal
shift away from high car deperdcy.

Staffordshire County Council is the highway authority for the district and as such it is
responsible for developing the overall transport plans for Lichfield District.

Planning decisions and policy developed by Lichfield District Council will help to support and
implement the objectives and strategies of tBéaffordshire Local Transport Plaand

schemes which help to alleviate existing transport and highway problems in Lichfield District
or the wider area as identified through partnership working.



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/Transport/transportplanning/localtransportplan/home.aspx

5.10 Local transport plicy is fundamental in helping to achieve a shift away from the private car
towards both public transport and active travel such as cycling and walking. National policy
also supports transport measures that help to reduce carbon emissions and reduce
congestion. Development should provide appropriate facilities to accommodate use of
alternative modes of transport to the private car.

TheDistrict Council will seek to increase sustainable travel by:

1 Supporting neasures and specific schemes to improve services and facilities for r
carbased travel including the promotion of Lichfield City's rola asiblic transport
interchange;

1 Supporting the development of infrastructure to serve electric and hybrid vehicles
and vehicles using other alteaitive forms of norfossil fuel;

1 Requiring proposals for all new development (including changes of use) which cr
new parking spaces for cars or commercial vehicles, subject to technical feasibili
provide electric vhicle charging point(s) (EVCPs). This is to be in either in an acti
passive form, with each parking space to be provided. The location and design o
EVCP must not detract from the visual appearance and character of the developi
or its surroundigs

1 Requiring development needing access by a large number of people to be locate
where it is or can be made accessible by-sanmeans of transport;

I Requiring transport assessments for all developments that are likely to have
significant transport imptations, to determine measures required on the
surrounding highway network and ensure necessageas by all modes of transpori

1 Requiring all major development, including employment generating and educatio
institutions, to be accompanied by a s#eecific travel plan to promote and delive
sustainable travel choices;

1 Only permitting traffic generating development where it is, or can be made
compatible with the transport infrastructure in the area and which takes account ¢

o0 Number and nature of addiinal traffic movenents, including servicing
needs;
o Capacityof the local transport network;
Access and egress to the public highway; and
o0 Highway safety

(@]

5.11 The transport policies within the local plan seek to reduce the need to travel and imghvev
sustainability of transport networks by optimising the choice of sustainable transport modes.
This policy sets out a range of measures designed to secure more sustainable travel patterns
across the district, including strengthening the role of Latitity as a key public transport
interchange.
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5.12 The council will support development proposals which maintain or enhance the efficient and
safe operation of the highway network and which take account of the needs of all highway
users for safe accessgress and servicing arrangements.

5.13 Development proposals which generate significant traffic movements must be accompanied
by atransportassessment otransportstatement which considers the impact of the proposal
on the highway network and identifies timeasures to mitigate impacts to acceptable levels.

5.14 Development proposals will be supported where suitable mitigation measures identified in
transportassessments antfansportstatements can be secured and implemented.

5.15 National policy outlines that localanning authorities should adopt proactive strategies to
mitigate and adapt to climate change. By 2040 the district will have a higher proportion of
electric vehicles on the roads, with infrastructure in place to support them.

5.16 The District Council recogas the significant benefits of electric vehicles, particularly in
relation to air quality and public health, and that usage of electric vehicles by residents and
demand for charging infrastructure are increasing.

5.17 PolicySm & NXIj dzA NB Y Sy (ig pdirgs whakeen@ipRri&ing Spide N\aR: Xr¢gated
FfAdya gAGK RSGSt2LIAYy3IT GKS ySOSaalNBE AYyFNI a&adN
intention to end sales of new petrol and diesel cars in the UK by 2030.

5.18 The requirement is also in response to tB&ffordshire wideClimate Change Adaptation &
Mitigation Sudy 20206 KA OK adt 4Sa GKIG a¢KS yRBIGWtthing@ y A al (A
to Ultra-Low Emission Vehicles (ULEVS) in Lichfield could result in up to a 64% decrease in CO2
emissions by 2050 compared with 2017 legels

5.19 As part of the drive towardsugainable transport, the District Council has considered the
need to protect certain infrastructure where it has the potential to help deliver tangible
benefits in future, be they social, environmental or economic. In this respect, the Plan will
safeguard the WalsallLichfield rail line where it falls within the Districts boundary

The route of the WalsalLichfield Rail Line is delineated on the Lichfield District Policies M
Development proposals which wouldgpudice the future use of the route as a continuous
sustainable transport corridor will not be permitted.

Any future development proposals along this corridor should positively contribute to
sustainable transport and not impair reinstatement, improvementexonstruction and
must retain existing associated features from its former rail use.

To facilitate the delivery of the Local Plan objectives, planning protection will be given to
land required for the following road and junction improvements:

Lichfield city:


https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1730/staffordshire-climate-change-adaptation-mitigation-study-2020
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1730/staffordshire-climate-change-adaptation-mitigation-study-2020
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Sainte Foy Avenue/A5127/The Friary

Bowling Green Roundabgut

Cappers Lane/Burton Old Road roundabout;

A5127/Eastern Avenue/Valley Lane;

St John Street/A5127/Upper St John Street;

A5206 London Road/Shortbutts Lane/Upper St John Street/TamJRkorédl;
1 Greenhill/A5127/Gresley Row/Tamworth Street.

=A =4 -4 -4 4 A

Fradley

5.20

5.21

5.22

5.23

5.24

1 AS38(T) junction at Hilliards Crgss
9 A38(T) junction at Fradley south.

Investment in upgrading transport infrastructure, sustainable transport, services and facilities
is key to enouraging better use of existing routes and a modal shift away from high car
dependency that currently exists within thistrict. The Walsall to Lichfield line is to be
safeguarded in recognition of its potential as a sustainable transport corridor. Ehalso
growing support for the better use amreopening of otherail lines. Such initiatives will be
considered through future reviews of the local plan, and any infrastructure or railway station
improvements that would facilitate this are encourageaking into account the other policies

in the plan.

TheLichfield District Integrated Transport Stratdtgs identified that some of the key

junctions within Lichfield suffer from peak hour traffic congestion if travel demand is left
unchecked. There is therefore a need to improve these junctions to reduce safety and capacity
issues, facilitate economic grélvand encourage sustainable transport.

Highways England has identified that there is a need to improve these key junctions to reduce
safety and capacity issues and facilitate economic growth. These improvements are supported
in the Lichfield District Integrated Transport Strategy

Junction upgrades and route improvements to the A38 and A5, particularly, will be welcomed
and encouraged where they facilitateffic movement and seek to improve air quality.

The District Council recognises the need to balance parking requirements in order to maximise
highway safety with the need to promote sustainable transpbrvices and reduce carbon
emissions. Th&ustainable Design Supplementary Planning Docusetstout the car parking
standards for the district.



https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/627/draft-integrated-transport-strategy
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/627/draft-integrated-transport-strategy
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/233/sustainable-design-spd
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The District Council will require appropriate provision to be made festoffet parking in
development proposals, in accordance with parking standards set out in supplementary
planning documents.

When considering the provision of f@mg, proposals for development should recognise an
overall need to reduce the use of private cars and in considering the level of provision th
council will have regard to the following:

T

f

The anticipated demand for parking arising from the use proposeother uses to
which the development may be put without needing planning permission;

The scope for encouraging alternative means of travel to the development that w
reduce the need for osite parking. This is particularly relevant in areas well serve
by public transport;

The means to encourage the use of low emission vehicles as part of the proposa
including the ability to provide electric public and private vehicle charging points;
The impact on safety and residential amenity from potentiaktneet parking and
the scope for measures to overcome any problems; and

The need to make adequate and convenient provision for disabled parking.

The council will require the provision of sufficient, safe, weatherproof, convenient and se
cycle parking andssociated facilities within all new developments to assist in promoting
cycle use.

5.25 National planning policy identifies a number of issues to consider when setting local parking
standard for residential and neresidential development, includinthe accessibility of the
development, the type, mix and use of development, the availability of and opportunities for
public transport, local car ownership levels and an overall need to reduce the use -of high
emission vehicles.

5.26 The policies within thist@apter contribute to the delivery of the following objectives:

T

T
T
1

Strategic objective 1: Sustainable communities;
Strategic objective 2: Rural communities;
Strategic objective 4: Infrastructure;

Strategic objective 5: Sustainable transport.



6.1 Thespatial strategy setsoutthe2 dzy OA f Qa 2 @SNI £ f | LILINRBI OK G261 NJ
jobs, infrastructure and community facilities within the district ottez plan period and thus
outlines the broad approach that will be followed towards managing development and change
to 2040.

6.2 Itis important that infrastructure is delivered in a timely manner to ensure that the needs of
the occupiers of new development can be met without placing undue burdens on existing
infrastructure facilities and services. The levels of growth set outisnplian also mean that
existing infrastructure facilities and services will play an important role in helping to meet
demand where spare capacity has been identified or whercation of facilities can be
achieved for multiple uses. As such, tmeincilwill be seeking to protect and make best use
of its existing infrastructure assets.

New development must be supported by the required infrastructure at the appropriate st
To ensure that thaistrict's communities and business are able to function and grow in a
sustainable and effective manner the District Council will work with infrastructure provide
agencies, organisations and where required funding providers to enable the delivery of
infrastructure.

TheDistrict Council will collaborate with other strategic policy making authorities to ensure
that administrative boundaries do not restrict the delivery of the most appropriate
infrastructure response.

TheDistrict Gouncil will seek to protet, and where appropriate, improve services and
facilities that provide a key function in the operation of existing communities.

Development proposals resulting in the loss of a facility from a settlement, which is impo
to the sustainable functioningf that settlement will not be supported unless a replacemen
facility of improved quality, accessibility and size is provided. Any replacement should
consider and respond to uip-date evidenced need.

New development will be required to provide the neaassinfrastructure at a timely stage t«
meet the community needs arising as a result of the development. Development propos:
will be expected to contribute, where appropriate, to strategic projects that support
sustainable development in the wider commityn

Both strategic and local infrastructure will be linked to the phasing of new development.
Phasing and specific infrastructure requirements are set out within the Infrastructure Del
Plan (IDP) and the policies and concept statements relatinget&thategic Housing
Allocations (SHAS).
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National planning policy identifies infrastructure provision as vital to ensuring the delivery of
sustainable development. There is a requirement for strategic policies to set out the
requirements for stficient provision for a wide range of infrastructure. This identified
provision should anticipate and respond to long term requirements and opportunities.
Community facilities and the provision for infrastructure at a local level is required to be set
out in policy including those contained within neighbourhood plans.

Early engagement with organisations responsible for the provision of utilities,
telecommunications, flood risk and energy will ensure services and facilities can be provided.
Understanding itical triggers and being able to respond to them is essential.

Throughout the plan period there will be a requirement to collaborate effectively with
strategic policymaking authorities including neighbouring authorities and the county council if
we aregoing to understand infrastructure needs fully and reflect those needs accurately and
provide the best opportunity for delivery.

Thelnfrastructure DeliveryPlan(IDP)sets out a range of infrastructure projects to be

delivered over the lifetime of thelan and includes details of the timing and type of
infrastructure, costs associated with delivery and funding arrangements or gaps and who will
lead on delivey. Projects within the firstive years of theplan will have greater certainty of

being delivered and although longer term projects may be more fluid at this stage, the IDP is a
living document which will be updated on a regular basis to ensure it reropits date with

the timing of projects and their costs and funding.

Thecouncil will always seek to ensure that development makes a fair contribution to
infrastructure, with developers taking the lead in thi®pision. Where necessary, theuncil
will continue to seek funding for all infrastructure projects through a range of sources
including from central government, Local Enterprise Partnershipsdaneloper
contributions Thecouncil will secure developer contributions through the us&ettion 106
(S106)greements, licensing agreements and through @ie Charging Schedweany
successor.

The definition of infrastructure includes bist not limited to:

1 Transport &physicalinfrastructure- local &strategic road network, cycling and
pedestrian infrastructure, rail network and stations, bus services, airports and
parking, gas supply, electricity supply, heat supply, water supply, wedts
treatment, telecommunications infrastructureystainabledrainagesystems (8DS),
flood alleviation measures, waste management.

1 Social &ommunity infrastructure- supported accommodation, social & community
facilities including assets of communitglue, indoor sports facilities, affordable
housing, nursery and early years, primary education, secondary education, further
and higher education, acute care and general hospitals, mental health hospitals, GP
surgeries and health centres, libraries, pubsiergency services (police, fire,
ambulance), places of worship, prisons.

1 Green &blueinfrastructure- parks &gardens, natural and senmatural greenspace,
green corridors, outdoor sports facilities, amenity green space, open spaces, parks


https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/138/infrastructure-delivery-plan
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/293/community-infrastructure-levy-charging-schedule
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and equippedlaying space, allotments, cemeteries and church yards, accessible
countryside in urban areas, river and canal corridors, green roofs and walls,
watercourses, pools, ponds and reservoirs.

6.9 The provision of the right infrastructure at the right time to sustain and grow settlements is
key to ensuring that communities can prosper, feel secure and increase their social, physical
and mental wellbeing. Contributions from new developmentywadl as other sources of
funding are vital to ensure that infrastructure development keeps pace with growth.

To ensure that all new development provides the necessary infrastructure faciijeged
to create and support sustainable communities, the following will be required:

9 The District Council will require all eligible development to provide the appropriat
infrastructure on and off site, in line with other policies of tbealplan and he
Infrastructure Delivery Plan

9 Strategic Housing Allocations (SHAS) will comply with relevant infrastructure
requirements as set out in theoncept statementand Infrastructure Delivery Plan

1 The viability of deelopments will also be considered when determining the extent
and priority of development contributions in line with the Infrastructure Delivery P
and Plan Wide Viability Study

6.10 Developer contributions will have a significant role to plainfrastructure delivery. The
source of such contributions will be via tbemmunityinfrastructurelevy(CIL), busection
106 agreements will, in some cases, also be applicable as will S278 agreements in terms of
Highways issues.

6.11 CIL is charged as a tariff upon new development which is eligible to pay the charge (there are a
few exemptions). Rates are charged per square metre and are set following the examination
and adoption of the2 dzy’ @AEh&ding Ehedule Lichfield District Council adopted its
current charging schedule in April 2016 and commenced charging in June of the same year.

6.12 Not all infrastructure will beble to be funded via CIL. Some infrastructure will be secured by
Section 106 agreements. Section 106 contributions can only be obtained when they meet
three statutory tests. They must be; necessary to make the development acceptable in
planning terms; dectly related to the development; and fairly and reasonably related in scale
and kind to the development. Monies received and spent through the CIL regime and through
Section 106 agreements are detailed within tie dzy” Okrdsi@iature Funding Statement
(IFS) published annually.

6.13 Infrastructure requirements may need to be adapted or altered to deal with changing
circumstances that arise through the plpariod, or that need to be refined to take account of
site-specific requirements. Thafrastructure Delivery Plawill reflect these changing



https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/293/community-infrastructure-levy-charging-schedule
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/312/infrastructure-funding-statement
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/138/infrastructure-delivery-plan
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circumstancesit is to be revised at regular intervals and monitored alongsidetthigority
Monitoring Report and will be used to inform both the amount and naturedefreloper
contributions including those secured througlt@nmunity infrastructurelevy and others
through section 106agreements.

6.14 TheNational Planning Policy Framew{NPPF$ets out that to deliver the social, recreational

and cultural facilities and services that communities need, planning policies should plan

positively for theprovision and use of shared space, community facilities and local services to

enhance sustainability and guard against the unnecessary loss of valued facilities.

Where new developmenwill create, or add to, the demand for community facilities; new,
additional or enhanced existing provision will be of an appropriate type, standard and size.

From an early stage, developers will be expected to engage with local authorities, statutory
conslltees, infrastructure providers and relevant local community groups, to ensure that ney
provision meets the needs of the community that it will serve and is fit for purpose. Where tl
demand generated by the residents of the new development would haveaamable impacts
upon the capacity of these facilities, developers will be required to contribute to the provisio
improvement of such services.

Social and community infrastructure should be centrally located to the population it serves &
be easily acessible on foot and by bicycle. It should be located so as to have the potential t
well-served by public transport.

Developers should aim to provide flexible, multifunctional facilities within mixssd
developments, creating shared space which masés benefits to the community and minimise
landi I {S® LYy GKS OFrasS 2F 2Ly aLl OSzI WS ai:
walking distance of the development it serves. New facilities should be accessible to all mel|
of the communityand be planned and phased in parallel with new development. New faciliti
should be located to address the needs of the development and where possible any identifi
gaps in provision. The docation of a mix of compatible facilities and services veilsbpported.

Where it is not possible to address such provision through onsite contributions, planning
obligations which contribute to offite facilities may be required.

6.15 National planning policy identifies infrastructure provision as vaasuring the delivery of
sustainable development. There is a requirement for strategic policies to set out the
requirements for sufficient provision for a wide range of infrastructure. This identified
provision should anticipate and respond to long taequirements and opportunities.

6.16 The provision of social and community infrastructure can also include provision fedsuilbn
infrastructure, for example the funding of community officers and groups, bus routes etc.


https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/194/authority-monitoring-report
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/194/authority-monitoring-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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With regard to health facilities in pacular, certain areas of Staffordshire are currently

experiencing limitations to their physical and operational capacity which inhibit their ability to
NBEALRYR (2 (GKS | NBlIQa KSIfidK ySSRad®d ¢KS LINBOJA
Staffordshire will hve an impact on existing healthcare infrastructure and generate demand

for both extended and new facilities, as well as impacting upon service delivery.

Therefore, new facilities and/or investment in existing facilities will be required. It is proposed
to support and work with NHS and health organisations to ensure the development of health
facilities where needed. Funding for many healthcare infrastructure projects will be from
mainstream NHS sources, but for some infrastructure types, an element dditiisig may
include contributions from developers where the contribution being sought is justified by
appropriate evidence. This contribution would be secured through planning obligations such
as through a section 106 agreement and/or tteenmunity infrastructure levy.

Major residential developments will be assessed against the ability of nearby primary,
secondary and community healthcare provision to be delivered without being compromised

by demand from additional residents. The calculation of additioesidents and the

healthcare delivery status of existing facilities and services uses an established method
adopted by the Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG) where this has been justified by the CCG.
Applicants should consult the CCG in advance of submis$i® planning application where a
significant amount of housing is proposed.

The retention of services is intrinsically linked to the size and distribution of the resident
population and it is important that these services remain viable. Therefore, proposals and
decisions should wherever possible seek to enhance and not harm or detract from the
provision of local infrastructure and services.

The loss or change of use of existing social and community infrastructure facilities or sites v
resisted unless it can be demonstrated that demand can be met from alternative provision v
has the capacity to pwide facilities through ctocation or provision of new facilities; and that
these facilities are reasonably accessible to current users of the facility to be lost.

Loss or change without #grovision of facilities will only be permitted where it can be
demonstrated that:

a) There is no longer an identified need or demand for the facility or site; it is not viable
feasible for any other social or community use and no other provider of social or
community services can make use of the site or facility.

Evidence applicants have consulted with a range of social and community service
providers, and tested the market over a period of 6 months to demonstrate no
reasonable interest, will need to be provided to demonstrate criterion (a) is met.

Or;



Lichfeld District Local Plan 2040: Proposed Publicdliooument:July 2021

b) The disposabf a social or community use or asset will help to deliver or enable wider
social and community benefits; including improving the provision of local sports facil
This criterion will not usually be met simply through the provision of new housing.

6.21 Social andommunity infrastructure can build a sense of place, and increase community
wellbeing, helping to deliver thePPRa 321 f 2FO0OALINR YRVIAYNI QGA 2y X WA
opportunities for meetings between people who might not otherwise come into contact with
SIFOK 20KSNW®Q CKA& KSfLla (2 &adzal2NI GKS t 20!l f
assists with the support of an ageing popuwati and gives communities the spaces needed to
organise, become healthier and increase their resilience.

6.22 The loss of this infrastructure is therefore to be resisted unless alternative suitable provision is
made, or else all other options to viably provithe facility have been exhausted.

6231 LISNB2Y Q& -Hethy drdirfluemcgtiy ndaByfthings, including where they live,
where they work, education, how thegteract with their local community and the lifestyle
choices they make. The environment that surrounds them is also very important, for example
what shops, facilities and services are available in their community and what access they have
to local transpat. By working with health service providers and creating designs that
encourage healthier choices, planners can assist in improving health outcomes.

The District Council will enable people to live hiegland safe lifestyles by facilitating acces:
to a range of high quality and wetiaintained open spaces, playing pitches, sport, recreati
play facilities and cultural assets which are relevant to, and meet the needs of local
communities.

New spaces, filities and assets will be designed to minimize opportunities for crime and
anti-social behaviour, to maximize accessibility and to be integrated with surrounding
communities and existing infrastructure, including green infrastructure. Initiatives which
enable or improve access to healthy food, for example foodmeratives or allotments, will
be supported.

TheDistrict Gouncil will support initiatives that deliver positive impacts against targets
identified within the current Community Safety Strateg&séssment and the most up to dat
Community Safety Delivery Plan, or future equivalent replacement documents. An emph
on prevention and early intervention will be encouraged.

Where appropriate, the District Council will support the development of neimproved
facilities and initiatives which contribute to improved and accessible local health care, thi


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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physical and mental wellbeing and safety of a community, including active design and hi
quality design which minimizes opportunities for crime antisarcial behaviour.

There will be a focus on supporting the delivery of actions and investment in new and ex
infrastructure and their supporting facilities, including leisure facilities, where they addres
current health priorities identified in thBistrict 2 dzy OA f Q& | -8dinfy Strtegly ahé
the Physical Activity and Sport Strategy. In particular those that address healthy lifestyle
enabling our communities to age well will be supported.

The delivery of health infrastructure thatldresses requirements identified within the
National Health Service Staffordshire and Stokelrent Sustainability and Transformation
Plan or future equivalent documents will be supported.

Health and education infrastructure requirements related to st development proposals
will need to be understood. Where capacity restrictions are identified they should be res¢
through engagement with relevant partners and providers.

The overall impact of strategic development on the health of our commurstiesid be
YSIFadaNBR ¢AGK YAGAIIGAZ2Y EtAIYySR G2 | Ol
Wellbeing Strategy and the Physical Activity and Sport Strategy.

A health impact assessment should be completed for those development sites thateraqu
masterplan.

6.24 National planning policy requires local planning policies to aim to improve and change places,
enabling them to support healthy and safe communities. There are three clear guiding
themes; promotion of social interaction,aation of safe and accessible places and support for
healthy lifestyles, especially where this would address identified local health anteied
needs.

6.25 New major development should encourage people to take physical exercise by providing
opportunities fa walking, cycling, outdoor recreation and sport and promote opportunities
for recreation and social interaction. In residential led schemes, opportunities should also be
taken where possible to allow residents to grow their own food.

6.26 Proposals for largecale development which the local authority deems would benefit from a
masterplan should also undertake a screening and scoping assessment for health impacts. This

should be undertaken in accordance withtP A O | S| f (1 K 9 &t InfpR® & R 2 OdzY

Assessment in spatial planning 2@B0 subsequent guidance. A fidealth Impact Assessment
(HIA should be undertaken if indicated by the screening and scoping report.

6.27 Thegz2 GSNY YSy i aLR NI A | yRA8KEng Rubie:fA NenChirdeghifai @ & G NI

an Active Natio® LJdzia &a2O0Alf 2dzid2YSa G GKS KSIF NI

@R OSNYYSyidaqQ 3F21f (2 o022a0 0 2elpticipakngd inFpNB Ij dzSy O @


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-impact-assessment-in-spatial-planning
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/health-impact-assessment-in-spatial-planning
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sporting-future-a-new-strategy-for-an-active-nation
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sporting-future-a-new-strategy-for-an-active-nation

nationally. The strategy reflects that sport and physical activity has the power to boost
physical and mental wellbeing, while teaching important life skills.

Where appropriate, the District Council will seek to encourage use of, protect and enhan
existing sporting facilities, and other assets which encourage participation in physical ac
safeguarding sites for the benefit of local communities. Supwdl be given for initiatives
which encourage increased levels of participation by ufréeresented groups in sport and
physical activity.

Thecouncil will actively support the provision of a new leisure facility to serve Liclafigld
and its wider rual areas.

Initiatives to enhance and increase accessibility to sports facilities will be supported, incl
the provision of supporting infrastructure such as small stadia, floodlighting, drainage,
training and changing facilities and other relevantasfructure where this does not conflict
with other policies in this plan.

Support will be given to proposals which address deficiencies in playing pitches, and to 1
creation of new facilities where unmet demand is identified, in line with the standsetisut
in this local plan

Support will be given to relocation proposals and the provision of extra playing fields whe
this fits with club development plans and local shortfall and where this does not conflict v
other policies in this document.

SuppdNIi gAft 0SS FAGSY (2 GKS LINRPOAAARZY 27
where this accords with the latest playing pitch strategy and / or the wishes of the local
community and where this does not conflict with other policies in thisudoent.

Support will be given for appropriate improvements to community infrastructure including
community buildings and grounds and the community use of school facilities to enable tt
to offer a range of facilities and services that meet the needs ofdt& community
particularly where this would facilitate opportunities to accommodate activities that prom:
healthy lifestyles.

Other infrastructure which contributes to healthy lifestyles, such as allotments, skate par
and play facilities and walkirand cycling routes, will be supported in appropriate locations

6.28 The availability and accessibility of spaces and facilities for sport and physical activities to take
place is a key part of ensuring that our communities have the opportuniiyedealthy and
safe lifestyles. Lichfield District is served by a range of leisure services and facilities. In recent
times it has become apparent that the Friary Grange Leisure Centre in the northern part of
Lichfield is coming to the end of its useahbfe. The Council will actively support the provision
and delivery of a replacement centre which will serve the city.
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APlaying Pitch Strategynd Action Plaihas been prepared as part of the evidence base
supporting this local plan. This looks into the provision of facilities for a range of sports
including football, rugby, hockey, cricket, tennis and bowls. The assessment concluded that
there are a number of deficiencies both in terms of quantity and quality of provision for
certain sports across thdistrict. Proposals which provide for new services and facilities,
particularly in areas where there is an identified deficiency (in either or Qo#iity or

guantities terms) will be supported.

It is important that sports facilities have the necessary infrastructure to encourage
participation and maximise their usage: this will depend upon the nature of their use, and
location, for example floodlighng or changing facilities. It is also important that other local
facilities in communities are used to best effect, and so schemes which, for example,
encourage schools to allow community use of their sports facilities should be encouraged and
supported.

In addition to indoor sports and outdoor sports pitches there are several other important
sporting venues such as Chasewater (sailing and water skiing) and Curborough Sprint Course
(motor racing and cycling). These and other facilities are important ressuhat contribute

to a varied portfolio of activities and their importance must be recognised not just in relation

to Lichfield District but also to the wider area beyond.

Many village halls and community buildings, as well as other facilities suciteasied

schools and places of worship in both urban and rural areas, offer a range of indoor activities
run by a variety of organisations from the public, private and voluntary sectors. Typically, the
larger community halls are found within larger settlem® having been built in more recent
years as a result of new residential development. It is important that such facilities are
protected, and improved where necessary, to ensure that communities continue to have
access to local facilities. Community cestiare especially important in areas of health
inequality as they can be used as hubs to promote healthy lifestyles, enabling the delivery of
targeted outreach services as well as a range of activities.

National planning policy seeks to protect existing open space, sports and recreational
buildings and land. There is a clear recognition that policies should be based on robust and up
to-date assessments of need. The bendfitsecreational open spaces in terms of

contributing to creating sustainable patterns of urban and rural growth are also seen as
important.

The Council will seek to protect, maiitiaand wherever possible enhance existing green
infrastructure, open spaces and playing pitches. Improvements to quality and accessibility ¢
these spaces will be encouraged.


https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/137/playing-pitch-tennis-and-bowls-strategy
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Existing open space, sports and recreational buildings and land, includinggdialdis, should
not be built on unless the development accords with the tests set out in National Planning F
Framework.

If compensatory sports or playing facilities are being proposed due to the loss or displacem
an existing facility; they muste of an equal or higher standard of quality in accordance with
national governing body technical guidance &pdrt England design guidance.

All forms of compensatory provision must be provided in a location which is equivalent or b
for existing uses or projected new population growth.

Where facilities are lost, a replacement must be constructed and available for use prior to tf
loss of the original facility.

The development of new playing fields will be supported where there is an identifiedrandtu
demand in accordance with the latest playing pitch strategy

Proposals that address priorities identified in thistrict 2 dzy OA f Q& LK & aA Ol f
strategy, particularly those that encourage healthy lifestyles and ensure that our comesunit
increase their activity levels will be supported.

Support will be given to the development of shared facilities which increase the opportunitie
our communities to improve their health and wéking including provision which forms part of
schoolsand colleges.

Support will be given to the development and growth of annual or-offiesporting events that
are accessible to our communities and promote active lifestyles where they are not in confli
with other policies with the plan.

The creation ohew open spaces not linked to new development will be supported where the
accord with other policies within this plan.

6.34 National planning policy states that access to a network of-higidity open spaces and
opportunities for sport and physal activity is important for the health and wdieing of
communities. It seeks to prevent the loss of this green infrastructure unless specific criteria
are met.

6.35 Open spaces, which form part of the green infrastructure of the district, provide phgsidal

YSyidlf KSFfGK o0SYySFAGAE FYR INB Yy AYLRNILF Yy

and character are maintained. They can provide a sense of peace in an otherwise busy
environment, can help to connect people to nature and can be a plajpy ocbonding and
tranquillity.

6.36 ThePhysical Activity and Sport Stratei)yS G & 2 dzi GKS RAAGNAROG O2dzy OAf

sport and physical &igity to encourage more residents to become active. This overarching
document identifies that our district has high participation levels in sport relative to the

national and regional figures but this is offset by large number of adults and childrenresho a
inactive and overweight, classed as obese. The strategy aims to not just bring the district up to


https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/128/physical-activity-and-sport-strategy
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the average but aspires to achieve and maintain high levels of participation. The action plan
within the document focuses on the following objectives:

Thraugh the production of the plarthe Playing Pitch Strategy 20a6d Open Space
Assessment 2020ave been updated. These, or updated versions of these reports, represent
the main evidence base that should be used to make judgements regarding proposals which
engage thigolicy.

Open spaces have a wide range of uses including for recreation, relaxation and social
interactions. Open spaces, if well located and designed can make an important contribution to
the health and wellbeing of individuahnd wider communities.

The term open space incorporates a number of typologies which form part afitte i N& Ol Q &
green nfrastructure network. These typologies are highlighted within the upd&eédn
Space Assessment 20a0d include:

1 Natural and semi natural greenspace;
Amenity greenspace;

Green corridors;

Provision for children and young people;
Civic space

Allotments;

Cemeteries and churchyards; and
Water based recreation.

=A =4 =4 4 -8 - 4

Given the level of new housing proposed during the plan period, planning has an important
role to play in ensuring that the right balance of development is achieved to meet the growth
needs identified whilst protecting existing open spaces.

The District Council will support appropriate proposals that improve the quantity, quality anc
accessibility of open spaces, particulaxlyere deficiencies have been identified.

All open space, sport and recreation facilities identified in@men Space Assessmawvitl be
protected and in order tonprove the quantity, quality and value of green space provision, all
major residential development (as defined in the National Planning Policy Framework) will k
required to provide or contribute towards green space in line with the minimum standards s
out in table Sbelow.

Development proposals, including strategic sites allocated within this Plan should incorpora
the required amount of open space as set out in pladicy, however the Council will negotiate
on a siteby-site basis the type afpen space provision where other typologies may be more
appropriate or desirable, having regard to the most up to dateen Space Assessment



https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1702/playing-pitch-strategy-and-action-plan-2020
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/136/open-space-assessment
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/136/open-space-assessment
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/136/open-space-assessment
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/136/open-space-assessment
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/136/open-space-assessment
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/136/open-space-assessment

Lichfeld District Local Plan 2040: Proposed Publicdliooument:July 2021

In cases where it is deemed witsble to make provision for open space within or adjacent to
development site, suitable ofite open space facilities may be acceptable either as new facil
or improvements to those existing, as the Council determines is appropriate based camtelev
evidence.

For other open space typologies where no standards are specified such as green corridors,
cemeteries and church yards and civic spaces, their benefit will be recognised and support
given to improve their quantity, quality or accesBipiwhere appropriate.

Proposals for new green spaces and sustainable green corridors will be supported where tt
strengthen links between settlements, facilities and services and contribute to creating heal
and sustainable communities.

Table 5Minimum open space standards for Policy INF5

Open space | Minimum open space standard Additional information
typology
Amenity All residents of new elvelopments to be Appropriate proposals to improve the quality
greenspace | within 480m/10 minute wak time of quantity, variety and accessibility of amenity
amenity green space. green space will be supported.
All newstrategichousingdevelopments Proposalshould take into account the

allocations to provide high quality amenity elements set out in th®©pen Space
space at a minimum rate of 1.7 ha per Assessment
1,000 population.

Play lff NBaARSyi{a ft AJAy Appropriate proposals to improve the quality
provision towns or villages to be ithin 480m10 quantity, variety and accessibilignd range
minute time of an equipped play facility. | of age groups served by individual play
facilities will be supported including the
All residents of newdevelopments to be provision d opportunities for less
within 480n'10 minute walk time of a safe| formal/natural plan.
and over looked equipped play facility.
The involvement of communities, users and
providers at an early stage must be
demonstrated and proposakhould take into
consideration the elements set out in the
Open Space Assessment

Allotments | New allotment space will be provided Allotments will be well maintained and well
within North of Lichfieldstrategic housing | managed and will be designed to ensure no
allocation at a minimum of 1 ptq150 sqm)| detrimental visual impact upon the wider
per 31 households. landscape.

Thestrategichousingallocations within
other parts of the District will be required
to provide or contribute to the provision of
allotments at the same rate as above,
where thereis local evidence of unmet
demand.


https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/136/open-space-assessment
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/136/open-space-assessment
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/136/open-space-assessment
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6.41 National Planning Policy Framewatates that high quality open spaces and opportunities for
sport and recreation can make an important contribution to the health and wellbeing of
communities.

6.42 Given the importance of open spaces and their contribution to healthy lifestyles as well as the
environmental benefits, it is considered that all spaces identified withdhen Space
Assessmenrshould be protected and additional areas sought where deficiencies have been
identified. Similarly, new developments must be thoughtfully designed, maximising any
opportunities to incorporate a variety of accessible, saftraative and usable spaces and
facilities linking by means of green corridors where appropriate to other existing spaces and
facilities.

6.43 The information collated as part of thigpen Space Assessmémtluded a detailed auditf
existing provision and need¥#mands of the population and those using the various open
space typologies and fatiéis. The recommendations from tli@pen Space Assessmdérave
informed the standards set out in the policy above.

6.44 The types of open spaces which are used on atdalay basis such as play areas and amenity
green space have a standard of a4aimute walk time for residents. This allows for the
identification of deficiencies for example where a play area is geographically close to
residential development but a physicbarrier such as a canal means it is not accessible.

6.45 For new strategitiousingallocations, a standard of 1liectaresamenity green space per
1,000 population has been set as this is consistent with current existing provision in the
District. As many agn spaces are mufunctional, these new open spaces may need to
incorporate equipped play provision and could be formal or informal depending on the local
context.

6.46 Nationalpolicy outlines that local planning authorities should adopt proactive strategies to
mitigate and adapt to climate change, taking into consideration flood risk and water supply. It
states that inappropriate development in areas at risk of flooding shbeldvoided by
directing development away from areas at highest risk.

6.47 This policy is focused on managing flood risk from all sources by applying a sequential, risk
based approach to the location of development in line with national guidance. It seeks to
direct development away from areas at high risk of flooding, and where development is
necessary, seeks to make it safe without increasing flooding elsewhere.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/136/open-space-assessment
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/136/open-space-assessment
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/136/open-space-assessment
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/136/open-space-assessment

In line with national @nning policy, any new development should be directed away from
those areas at highest flood risk.

Development proposals must avoid areas at risk of flooding, in accordance with lzasski
sequential approach. Proposals must not increase the levétlota the safety of occupiers
of a site, the local community or the wider environment either on the site or elsewhere.

Forstrategichousing docations, the cumulative impact of the proposed development on
flood risk in relation to existing settlementspmmunities or allocated sites must be assess:
and effectively mitigated

Minimising the risk of flooding and providing resilience to flooding, taking into account
climate change, will be achieved by:

T

Requiring new development to, where possible, contrébto a reduction in existing
flood risk

Applying a sequential test for assessment of applications for development giving
priority to land in Flood Zone 1, and, if no suitable land can be found in Flood Zol
applying the exception test

Requiring new évelopment that could cause or exacerbate flooding to be subject
a flood risk assessment which conforms to national policy and incorporates the |z
available updates to modelling and climate change data and historic data and
information and guidanceontained in theD 2 dzy €ratég@ Blood Risk Assessmen
in order to demonstrate it will be safe, without increasing flood risk elsewhere
Requiring ew development to incorporate suitabeistainabledrainagesystems
(SuDywhere appropriate in the view of the local authority to manage surface wat
drainage: to avoid any increase in discharge into the public sewer system; to ens
that flood risk is not increased esite or elsewhere; and to protect the quality of the
receiving watercourse and groundwater. Where possible, the authorities will
promote the retrofitting of SuDS and encourage development proposals to reduc:
the overall flood risk through the design and layout of schemes which enhance
natural forms of drainageDevelopers will be required to fully fund such mitigation
measures for the expected lifetime of the development including adequate provis
for ongoing maintenance;

Working with key partners, including the Environment Agency and Staffordshire
County Couail, to ensure that any risk of flooding from development proposals is
appropriately mitigated and that the natural environment is protected in all new
development

All new development, with the exception of minor extensions, in high or medium risk wat
catchments including Shropshire Brook & Red Brook; Leomonsley, Curborough & Pyforc
Brook; Mare Brook; Moreton Brook; Footherley Brook and Crane Brook, should seek to
provide wider betterment by demonstrating in site specific flood risk assessments andest
water drainage strategies what measures can be put in place to contribute to a reductior
flood risk downstream.


https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/175/strategic-flood-risk-assessment
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This may either be by provision of additional storage on site e.g., through oversized
sustainable drainage systems, natural flood managanechniques, green infrastructure
and greenrblue corridors and/or by providing a partnership funding contribution towards a
wider community scheme. Consultation on the sggecific requirements should be
undertaken with the local authority at the eartieopportunity.

To assist in the delivery of the Lichfield Canal the route of the Lichfield Canal as shown ¢
Policies Mapand including the Heritage Towpath Trail will be safeguarded from any
development which could prejudice its long term restoration.

New development shall recognise the advantages of supporting the delivery of the canal
through a sensitively designed schearad by including the route as part of the open space
network, considering opportunities for sustainable transport, enhanced biodiversity,
enhancement to the historic environment and where demonstrated that infiltration draina
is not viable, use of theanal as part of sustainable drainage for disposal of surface water,
where appropriate.

6.48 Flooding can have devastating economic and human consequences, so national policy seeks to

eliminate, reduce and mitigate the potential for flooding asahas possible through good

planning decisions. It is predicted that the incidence of flooding will increase as a consequence

of climate change.

6.49 To understand and respond to possible flood scenarios in our district, the council
commissioned &evel 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessreadorsed by the Environment
Agency. The purpose was to provide an evidence base to support spatiaingalecisions
during the plan period. The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment provides mapping, definitions,
flood defence and sustainable drainage systems details and provides information regarding all
sources of flooding.evel 2 Strategic Flood Risk Assessnieane been provided for all new
strategic allocations identified through this plan.

6.50 To provide multifunctional benefiteicluding water quality, water quantity, biodiversity and
amenity, all major development proposals, and other proposals where deemed appropriate by
the local authority, will be required to incorporate sustainable drainage systems and provide
details of adotion, ongoing maintenance and management. Sustainable drainage systems
must be designed in accordance with Staffordshire local standards.

6.51 Preference will be given to systems that contribute to the conservation and enhancement of
biodiversity, blue and greeinfrastructure in the wider area whemacticable. The
Staffordshire Sustainable Drainage Systems Handpmkides guidancen sustainable
drainage systems design and selection.

6.52 As anoverarching principle, all new development should seek to provide an overall reduction
in flood risk. The risk of flooding can be redubgd

1 Using a sequential approach to determining the sultgbof land for development;

1 Ensuring that all flood risk management infrastructure is maintained over a
RSPSt2LI¥SyiQa tAFSGAYST


https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1387/southern-staffordshire-strategic-flood-risk-assessment-2019
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1698/lichfield-district-flood-risk-assessment-level-2-october-2020
https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/environment/Flood-Risk-Management/Information-for-Planners-and-Developers.aspx
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1927/local-plan-2040-policies-maps
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1 Seeking to ensure that watercourses are left in open space and are well integrated
into existinggreeninfrastructure wherevepossible;

9 Careful site design, including reconfiguring ground levels or site access points,
culvert improvements, channel restoration, the use of planting, and existing woods
and trees to manage flood risk and incorporating SuDS. Suitable SuDS soliltions w
vary according to location, for example underground water storage tanks may not
necessarily be suitable or desirable. Developers will need to think creatively about
the most sustainable SuDS solutions, taking into account principles of good design
andthe effect of the scheme on the developmegd a whole and its surroundings;

1 Where aSurface Water Management Plshows the presence of pluvial flooding,
the development will need to compensate for the pluvial flood volume lost by
providing additional flow and storage capacity within the developments surface
water drainage system and attenuation storage;

1 Ensuring that all flood management designs which fpart of planning
applications are fully implementable and free from legal or design impediments
which are likely to affect their usefulness;

1 Considering and acting on the cumulative impact of existing and new development,
for example: Ensuring that works taise the highway levels where the highway is
subject to fluvial flooding will only be permitted if provision is made at the same
time to provide additional flood flow capacity under the highway to ensure no
adverse impacts upstream.

Largescale developmant should contribute to meeting with the objectives of the EU Water
Framework Directive, informed by thi&affordshire WateCycle Study

Progress has been made towards the delivery of the project to restore the Lichfield and
Hatherton canal. The route of the canal is indicated onghécies mapsByYy protecting a

route and identifying opportunities within new development, when considering proposals
which could impact upon the delivery of the project, this can assist developers in any early
negotiations regarding their sites.

The caal is identified asone ofthédh & G NA O Qa & A 3 gik®dicObligy@nditsda & S &

potential for the delivery of a green infrastructure corridor is also recognised. The benefits
that would be deliveredo tourism, recreation, sustainable transport, biodiversity and well
being. The reinstatement also provides an opportunity for theneation of a heritage

feature within the landscape. The incorporation of the canal and in the interinhéhigage
towpath tail within a sensitive and high quality design for new development will assist in
achieving long term sustainable development across Lichfield District.

The principle of the delivery of the project has been established within the previous Lichfield
didrict local plan. Due to the long term nature of this project and the opportunities it can
deliver to thedistrict it is appropriate that the route for a canal is safeguarded, as well as the
already safeguardeleritagetowpathtrail, in order to facilita¢ land acquisition by the

Lichfield and Hatherton Canal Restoration Trust (LHCRT) and delivery of the project.

7]


https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/176/surface-water-management-plan
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1800/southern-staffordshire-councils-water-cycle-study-february-2020
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1927/local-plan-2040-policies-maps
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6.57 Thereare a number of watercourses which flow through Lichfield District. The quality of these
water courses is measured and monitored under the Water Framework Directive by the
Environment Agency. The District Council will support initiatives which improve the quality of
water courses which flow through its administratiseea.

Development will be permitted where proposals do not have a negative impact on water
quality, either directly through pollution of surface or ground water or indirectly through tt
treatment of waste water by whatever means.

In line wth the objectives of the Water Framework Directive, development must not resul
any waterbody failing to meet the class limits for the status class declared in the final Ri\
Severn and Humber River Basin Management Plans.

Further sitespecific analysiof any development proposals located in proximity or upstrea
of SSSIs will be required before development commences.

6.58 Thispolicy is intended to ensure that development causes no negative impact upon the
waterbodies and the ecological qualiof watercourses in the District, or outside its
boundaries, in line with the requirements of the EU Water Framework Directive. The
improvement of both ecological and chemical water quality wileheouraged

6.59 The policies within this chapter contributewards the delivery of the following objectives:

1

=A = =4 =4

Strategic objective 1: Sustainable communities;
Strategic objective 3: Climate change;

Strategic objective 4: Infrastructure;

Strategic objective 11: Healthy and safe lifestyles;

Strategic objective 13: Naital resources.



7.1 Thissection sets out the strategic policies that will underpin and guide sustainable
development within the district to ensure that whemowth takes place sustainable
communities are created.

7.2 The purpose of the planning system is to contribute to the achievement of sustainable
development. National policy sets out that there are three overarching objectives to achieving
sustainable develapent: economic, social and environmental. These objectives need to be
balanced carefully to accomplish a positive outcome which takes into account local
circumstances and reflects the character, needs and opportunities of our area.

The council will secure sustainable development by requiring all development to contribt
to the creation and maintenance of sustainable communities, mitigate and adapt to the
adverse effects of climate change, make prudese of natural resources, reduce carbon
emissions, enable opportunities for renewable energy and help minimise any environme
impacts such as flood risk.

To achieve this, development should address the following key issues:

1 Protect and enhance the chari@r and distinctiveness of Lichfield district and its
settlements and maintain the vitality, viability and vibrancy of local communities

1 Protect the amenity of existing and future residents and promote social cohesion
inclusion and reduce inequalitiesrbugh the provision of appropriate employment,
quality housing, services, facilities and infrastrucfure

I Be of a scale and nature appropriate to its locality;

I Encourage the reise of previously developed land and theuse of buildings as a
sustainable ption, especially the positive contribution that conservation of heritag
assets and their settings can make

1 Reduce the overall need to travel, whilst optimising choice of active travel, delive
safe and sustainable access for all users

1 Conserve, enhanaar expand natural, built and heritage assets and their settings &
improve our understanding of them

I Minimise and manage water, waste and pollution in a sustainable way, by
incorporating reduction, reise and recycling measures in the design and foligwi
the waste and drainage hierarchy ensuring a development takes account of flooc
and is safe for its lifetime; all new development and conversion schemes are to b
located and designed to maximise energy efficiency, and use sustainable design
construction techniques appropriate to the size and type of development, using Ic
and sustainable sources of building materials wherever possible. This includes
facilitating energy conservation through energy efficiency measures as a priority



7.3

7.4

7.5

7.6

7.7
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the use d renewable energy resources wherever possible, in line with the energy
hierarchy

1 Prevent the contamination of land, water and soil, ensure that development on

brownfield sites affected by contamination is remediated and that any ground
instability or fomer land uses is addressed, avoid sterilisation of mineral resource
safeguard high quality agricultural land, minimise levels of noise and light pollutic

9 Sustain and improve air quality with no decline in standards being deemed

acceptable as a resulf aew development. Development in air quality managemer
areas should be consistent with the relevant air quality action plan; and

I Maximise opportunities to protect and enhance biodiversity, geodiversity, blue an

green infrastructure, and use opportunii¢o facilitate urban cooling.

This policy underpins the local plan and sets out the principles of sustainable development
against which development proposals will be assessed. Sustainable development is at the
heart of local planning and éndistrict council has a key role to play in reducing carbon
emissions, stabilising the climate and adapting to unavoidable changes in the district, such as
new housing requirements and associated infrastructure. Managing change in a sustainable
way is keyto achieving the planning objectives of thiational Planning Policy Framework
Creating a district where development meets the needs of our communnitidist minimising

its impact on the environment is also a strategic priority that the council as a whole has
committed to.

New growth must contribute to sustainable development and needs to pursue economic,
environmental and social objectives in a mutuallypportive way so that opportunities can be
taken to secure net gains. We will fundamentally address this requirement through locating,
designing, servicing and accessing development in the most sustainable way combined with
focusing on the efficient usef energy and resources. Development must function well
throughout its lifetime and enhance the health and wie#ing of our residents now and in the
future.

The district council is committed to conserving natural resources and reducing carbon
emissions. Aispolicy seeks to ensure that new development is sited and designed to

minimise energy needs and to incorporate the best environmental practises and the most
sustainable construction techniques. This will reduce energy demand, waste and the use of
natura resources such as construction materials, water management, waste minimisation and
recycling.

Our district has a distinctive settlement pattern, many natural assets and an important historic
environment. This means that in order to achieve our visiooréate communities which are
clean, green and welcoming places to live, work and play, development will require bespoke
solutions and innovative construction and design techniques.

All our assets combine to give Lichfield its attractive and unique charastepromote pride

within our communities. Promoting pride, social cohesion and inclusion can be influenced by a
variety of factors. These include access to employment and good quality housing
opportunities ensuring access to services, facilities andstrincture such as healthcare,
recreation, leisure and cultural pursuits, open spaces and green networks, as well as through


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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greater community engagement and participation. Enabling our district to be a safe and
healthy place to live for all our communisie

7.8 Planning decisions and policies will support the waste hierarchy approach as advocated by the

waste authority, Staffordshire County Council. This approach is fundamentsd to
Staffordshire and Stoken-Trent Joint Waste Local Plan 2012D26(the Waste Local Plan)
was adopted in March 2013.

7.9 Land is a finite resource and protecting soil quality and mineral deposits will allow future
generatians to be able to continue meet their needs.

7.10 The district council has a numbefsupplementary planning documenegich provide
greater detail on how devefiment proposals should avoid harms and secure improvements
in our district which will contribute to sustainable development. Following the adoption of this
local plan the council will progress a supplementary planning document in relation to air
quality.

7.11 After the adoption of thidocalplan, supplementaryplanning documents will be reviewed and
updated, in the interim they remain valid as far as they accord with the new adopted plan.

7.12 Desgn has a major influence on how we interact with our environment. Our surroundings

help us identify the area where we live. They can make us feel safe or unsafe and can promote

pride and respect for a place. Promotion of higlnality design throughout thdistrict is
important and relates to the built and natural environment and hard and soft landscaping.
There is considerable potential to achieve a higiality built environment which can be
responsive to the effects of climate change.

All development proposals should ensure that a high quality sustainable built environment ¢
be achieved and that development is able to function well throughout its lifetime.

Development will be supported wheredain be clearly and convincingly demonstrated that it v
have a positive impact upon the following design elements:

Context, character and sense of place: New development, including extensions, conversior
alterations to existing buildings, shouldspond positively to and respect the character of the
site and surroundings in terms of layout, size, scale, architectural design and public views. |
should establish a strong sense of place using streetscapes and buildings to create attractiy
comfortable places to live, and having appropriate regard to the historic environment.

Public realm and landscape: New development should ensure that the design of landscape
areas, open space and public realm are of high quality, provide a clear structuoeastitute

an integral and cohesive element within the design. New development should respect local
landscape character and sympathetically incorporate angitsor adjoining landscape feature:


https://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/environment/planning/policy/wastelocalplan/wasteLocalPlan.aspx
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/planning-policy/supplementary-planning-documents-2/1
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Legibility and Identity: New development should creatacland logical layouts that create and
contribute to a strong and distinctive identity and which are easy to understand and navigat
This should be achieved through a wathuctured and defined public realm, with a clear
relationship between uses, builthys, routes and spaces, and through the appropriate use of
vistas, landmarks and focal points.

Amenity and Space: New development should enhance comfort, convenience and enjoyme
through assessment of the opportunities for light, privacy and externalespand the avoidance
or mitigation of potential disturbances, including visual intrusion, noise, smell and pollution.

Energy efficiency and carbon reduction: New development should reduce energy consumpf
through sustainable approaches to building desdgd layout, such as through the use of fow
impact materials and high energy efficiency; and incorporate renewable or low carbon ener:
technologies, where appropriate.

Transport: New development should be located in areas which have a good, safetaccess
public transport reducing the need to travel by car and optimising the choice of active
sustainable travel options including walking and cycling. Development should create new pi
transport nodes where necessary and provide space in the desigrnffastiicture which
encourages the use of low emission vehicles

Safety and Security: New development should be designed to contribute to safe communiti
including reducing the risk of fire, conflicts between traffic and cyclists or pedestrians, and
reducihg the likelihood and fear of crime.

Proposals must also demonstrate that they have taken account of any eleséted policies, as
well as those in relevant Neighbourhood Plans as well as local supplementary planning
documents.

Major developments, wherdeemed appropriate in the view of the local authority, will require
masterplan to support the detailed design stage. The masterplan will ensure the vision of th
development is not diluted over time through cumulative minor changes, and will help tdeen:
infrastructure delivery.

Detailed requirements of masterplans and design briefs, should the local planning authority
consider they are required to accompany proposals, are set olalime ébelow. These
requirements are not exhaustive.

Table6: Masterplan content

Guide to the types of topics a masterplan should cover

1. Vision for the site.

2. Local character assessment, identification of any constraints/opportunities and how
policy requirements for the density of the site can be achieved.

3. Movement famework, including connections to the surrounding area and through thi
site for all modes (which shall include details of a secondary pedestrian/emergency
access).

4. Street types and road hierarchy, including measures to limit traffic speeds when it w
add to the safety of vulnerable road users.
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Guide to the types of topics a masterplan should cover

7.13

7.14

7.15

7.16

5. Building forms, heights, having regard to finished floor levels, existing and new

landmarks.

Street layout and character areas, key frontages, key corners.

Building and surface materials palette, fenestration anthdectural design details.

8. Landscape design principles, how the edges of the development will integrate into tf
adjacent built form/landscape or soften the impact of the development.

9. The locations, layout and specifications for thesite public opengace, play areas,
allotments etc. and sustainable urban drainage.

10. Parking strategy including the provision of secure cycle parking facilities for each dw
unit.

11. Development phasing including green infrastructure and the natural habitat creation
areasand how they deliver biodiversity net gain and contribute to the nature recovery
network.

12. Phasing and delivery of infrastructure, services and facilities.

13. Waste management including recycling and refuse collection.

14. How the development is future proofed tieal with the effects of climate change and
contributes to achieving the government target of zero carbon by 2050.

15. Identify any renewable energy, low carbon energy generation on site and any areas
require to be safeguarded to allow their lotgrm use.

16. Where design and access statements are required to be submitted, they may need i
aK2¢ K2¢g (GKS o0dzAft RAYy3IQa YIFaa AYLI OGa
and light conditions including a night time view.

17. Ensuring that new developmenbntributes to the reduction of crime and the fear of
crime and wherever possible contributes to the improvement of physical and mental
health.

No

Good design is a key aspect of sustainable development and we haveguhigi built
environmentin our district. Opportunities exist with all development to reduce the carbon
footprint and minimise impact upon the environment to assist in mitigating and adapting to
the effects of climate change and future proof it.

This policy provides clear expetitas for designing high quality development within our
district. New development should create a strong sense of place which is attractive,
welcoming, inclusive, safe, secure, accessible and promotes good health aiteingll
Development should functiowell throughout its lifetime, from the large scale aspects such as
of major transport infrastructure and redevelopment in a city or town centre through to the
small details of the waste and cycle storage facilities, for example.

High quality developmentam help raise the overall standard of design. More generally in an
area it should facilitate visually attractive places and spaces as a result of good architecture,
layout and appropriate landscaping which is sympathetic to local character and historye Whe
appropriate, development should incorporate the use of smart technologies as a means to
future proof development.

Development should be attractive and create places which people want to use in order to
encourage pedestrian movement and natural survedkla Consideration as to the purpose of
the development and how it relates to its wider setting with regard to the anticipated number
of users can assist in integrating suitable measures within a development to provide a safe
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usable environment. Specifitaldesigned features will be encouraged to facilitate a sense of

ownership, promote pride as well as enhancing the appearance of a development.

7.17 The historic qualities of the built environment can contribute to the character and
distinctiveness of an aredhey also can support the visitor economy within the district and

stimulate investment and spend. The historic environment contributes to the quality of life of

existing and future generations and should be sustained and enhanced.

7.18 The natural environmentds to the biodiversity and amenity of an area and can support

LIS2 LX SQ& K ®dinh.drées hnd RedgerBvis have an inherent biodiversity value and
can help integrate new development into the landscape and environment. They can assist in
mitigatingfor the effects of climate change, increase the tree canopy cover in the district and

make the public areas within a development more usable and attractive

7.19 The effects of climate change will impact upon our environment within this plan period.
Design shold be brought forward which is resilient to the impacts of climate change.

7.20 Further guidance is contained within theees, Landscaping and Developméfistoric
Environmentand theSustainable Desigupplementaryplanningdocuments and in the other
policies in this plan.

7.21 The Government attaches great importance to Green Belts, and this is reflegtediimal
Planning Policy Frameworkhe fundamental aim of Green Belt policy is to prevent urban

sprawl by keeping designated land permanently open; the essential characteristics of Green

Belts are their openness anddin permanence.

Within the West Midlands Green Belt, as defined on the policies map, opportunities to
enhance the beneficial use of the Green Belt will be supported.

This may include opportunitigs provide access, for outdoor sport and recreation, to retail
and enhance landscapes, visual amenity and biodiversity, or to improve damaged and d
land.

Development within the Green Belt must retain its character and openness. Inappropriat
development is, by definition, harmful to the Green Belt and will not be approved except i
very special circumstances. Very special circumstances will not exist unless the potentia
to the Green Belt by reason of inappropriateness, and other harm, isyleativeighed by
other considerations.

The construction of new buildings within the Green Belt should be regarded as inapprop
unless it is for one of the exceptions listed within the National Planning Policy Framewor

Limited affordable housing foo¢al community needs in the Green Belt will be supported ¢
small rural exceptions sites where the development complies afiitrdablehousing policy


https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/229/trees-landscaping-and-development
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/231/historic-environment-spd
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/231/historic-environment-spd
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/233/sustainable-design-spd
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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Through the plan making process of developing this plan, a strategic need to make char
the Green BIt boundary to accommodate the growth requirements of the district has bee
identified. This has been addressed through amending the Green Belt adjacent to Fazel
Whittington, to accommodate strategic growth. Small, reirategic changes to the Green

Belt boundary, made through neighbourhood plans, may be appropriate to meet local ne

7.22 Approximately half of LichfielDistrict lies within the defined Green Belt surrounding the
West Midlands conurbation, from the south of the distitictthe West Coast Mainline which
forms the northern boundary.

7.23 National Planning Policy Framewanlakes clear that changes should only be made to the
Green Belboundary in exceptional circumstances. Within Lichfigiktrict such
circumstances have been determined to exist in terms of removing land from the Green Belt.
Further nonstrategic changes to the Green Belt may be appropriate around smaller
settlementsto meet local needs, any such changes would be made through neighbourhood
plans.

7.24 TheGreen Belt Reviewvidence provides a strategic and comprehensive review of therGre
Belt within Lichfield District. This has informed the planning judgement undertaken in relation
to the changes to the Green Belt boundary

7.25 Over the past few years, the government and indegiemt scientific groups have been calling
for the move towards renewable and legarbon energy generation, both incorporated into
new and existing buildings, and as part of decentralised urban networks for heat and power.
This will reduce reliance on foskikls, has the capacity to improve air quality, and will help to
reduce the potential for climate change. Th@19 Climate Change Committee RepUnited
Kingdom Housing: Fit for the Futyiealls for new development to include ulthégh levels of
energy efficiency by 2025, at the latest, with no new homes connecting to the national gas
network from that date

7.26 TheStaffordshire Climate Change Adaptation & Mitigation Study 20#0F 6 Sa G KIF G W¢ KS
decarbonisation of grid electricity and switching to Ultraw Emission Vetles (ULEVS) in
Lichfield could result in up to a 64% decrease in CO2 emissions by 2050 compared with 2017
f S@St ax Ly 2 NWSENSD trger Briedchifigkst Zéroremissions, Lichfield
will need to (a) reduce energy demands from transport boidings, (b) seek to increase the
provision of local renewable energy as much as possible and (c) take actions to increase
carbon removals from the atmosphere. Lichfield includes a significant area of Green Belt land
along with a variety of other sensie landscapes. Although these areas could potentially
accommodate sensitivelgesigned renewable energy installations, they also offer significant
2LIR NIdzyAGASE (2 RSEADGSNI SYGANRYYSyidlt o60SySTA
tree plantind) ®



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/142/green-belt-review
https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/UK-housing-Fit-for-the-future-CCC-2019.pdf
https://www.theccc.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/UK-housing-Fit-for-the-future-CCC-2019.pdf
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1730/staffordshire-climate-change-adaptation-mitigation-study-2020
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Provision should be made on or @ite for renewable and low carbon energy generation withil
Lichfield district to maximise environmental and economic benefits whilst minimising any
adverse locaimpacts.

The Council will support proposals for renewable energy generation particularly where they
wider social, economic and environmental benefits, provided that the direct and cumulative
adverse impacts of the proposals on the following assetaeceptable, or can be made so:

1 The historic environment including heritage assets and their setting

I Natural landscape and townscape character;

9 Nature conservation;

1 Amenityg in particular through noise, dust, odour and traffic generation.

Proposals wilbe expected to:

I Reduce impact on the character and appearance of the open countryside, for exam|
locating energy distribution lines below ground where possible

I Make a positive and marked contribution to moving towards a enton economy

1 Show howtechnology, once installed, will be maintained and continue to provide ben
for the lifetime of the development

9 Include provision to reinstate the site when the equipment is no longer in use or has
been decommissioned

1 Incorporate measures to enhanc@liversity;

9 Not cause harm to local traffic networks;

1 Support and enhance the local economy wherever possible.

Support will be given to low carbon and renewable developments on brownfield land or usir
existing buildings, for example the installation ofes photovoltaic panels on commercial
properties, subject to the criteria in this policy, and the policies in the plan taken as a whole

Support will also be given to solar photovoltaic farms on brownfield land or lower grade
agricultural land, rather thaon the best and most versatile agricultural land, subject to the
other criteria in this policy being met.

Wind energy
Proposals for wind energy development will be supported where they:

1. Are within an area defined as being suitable for wind energy deveéo within an
adoptedneighbourhoodplan; and

2. Are able to demonstrate, following public consultation, that all material planning imps
identified by affected local communities have been adequately addressed; and

3. They meet all the other requirements obficies in this plan

In addition to meeting criteria 1 to @bove, where wind energy development located within the
Green Belt would constitute inappropriate development, planning permission will not be gra
unless very special circumstances (as setrmthe NPPF) can be demonstrated.

Renewable heat
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New developments will connect to or be designed for future connection to community heatit
networks where appropriate. Where no district heating scheme exists or is proposed in the
proximity of a major nevdevelopment, the potential for developing a new scheme on the site
should be explored and pursued where feasible.

Priority sites for district heating include: Lichfield City including strategic housing allocation .
and within Burntwood town centre.

Hydro power

Major development along river and canal corridors (watercourses) will be expected to
investigate the feasibility of using small scale hydro power to meet energy neeespplieation
advice from the Environment Agency is advised.

7.27 This policy provides a positive strategy for energy generation, and supports the supply and use
of renewable and low carbon energy technologies and their infrastructure. Through
identifying the issues which our communities take pride in; including histeyure and our
high quality built and natural environment, we are able to support proposals which reflect
these priorities and respond appropriately to them.

7.28 Proposals for renewable and low carbon energy generation should show how they have
carefully cosidered and responded to the issues and proposals set out iBtiéordshire
Climate Change Adaptation & Mitigation Study@0particularly as it relates to Lichfield
District.

7.29 This plan does not identify any suitable locations for wind energy development in the district,
therefore, unless such locations are identifiechgighbourhoodplans thenNational Planning
Policy Frameworpolicy on this form of development will apply.

7.30 Proposals for renewable energy and associated infrastructure will be assasdieel 0
following basis:

9 The degree to which the scale and nature of the proposal reflects the capacity and
sensitivity of the landscape or townscape to accommodate the development,
including any cumulative impagts

1 The impact on local amenity, including idential amenity;

1 The impact of the proposal on sites of biodiversity value, ancient woodland and
veteran trees;

1 The impact on the historic environment, including the effect on the significance of
heritage assets and their setting and important views asdéed with valued
landscapes and cityscape;

1 The proximity to and impact on transport infrastructure and the local highway
network;

1 The impact of the decommissioning of the site and its restoration

1 The impact on the local economy; and


https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1730/staffordshire-climate-change-adaptation-mitigation-study-2020
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1730/staffordshire-climate-change-adaptation-mitigation-study-2020
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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7.31 The policies within this chapter contribute towards the delivery of the following objectives:

T
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The contribution togreenhousegas emissions.

Strategic objective 1: Sustainable communities;
Strategic objective 2: Rural communities;
Strategic objective 3: Climate change;

Strategc objective 13: Natural resources;
Strategic objective 14: Built environment;

Strategic objective 15: High quality development.
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8.1 The quantum, location, type, tenure and affordability of new housing to be delivered within
the district to 2040 are key policy areas of this local plan. These key policies will seek to ensure
that the new housing which is delivered meets the needs of atnent and future
populations

8.2 Lichfield District has historically been, and remains, an area of high demand for housing which
is driven by our resident population and by in migration into disdrict often from higher
income households. This has resultedhouse prices which are higher than the average both
nationally and in the wider West Midlands. Lichfield District will continue to be an area of
housing growth which will be achieved in ways which protect the living standards and
environment of our cuent residents as well as those people moving to the area.

The District Council will plan, monitor and manage the delivery of a minimum of 9,727 hc
within the District between 2018 and 2040 ensuring thagufficient supply of deliverable an
developable land is available to deliver around 321 homes per year between 2018 and 2
and 526 homes per year between 2027 and 2040 to assist with the demonstrable housir
market area shortfall between these datééew housing will be focused upon the existing
built/urban areas and the key urban and rural settlements identified within the settlement
hierarchy.

There will be a focus on housing delivery on sustainably located brownfield sites to ensu
the efficient tse and reuse of land within thelistrict. The overall distribution of new homes
will be guided by the spatial strategy and settlement hierarchy.

There is a need to identify new locations adjacent to existing settlements to accommoda
the balance of dwelhgs which cannot be built on sites within the existing urban areas of t
District. These strategic housing allocations are as follows:

Strategic housing allocation Approximate number of new homes
Land to the northeast of Lichfield 3,300

Land to thewest of Fazeley, Mile Oak & 800

Bonehill

Land off Huddlesford Lane, Whittington 75

Land off Hay End Lane, Fradley 500

In those remaining rural areas (outside of levels 1,2,3,4 of the settlement hierarchy, thos
sites allocated through the settlementa#ons of this plan) only the following residential
development will be permitted:

1 Infill development within defined village settlement boundaries (set out on the loc
plan policies map);
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1 Affordable housing delivered through rural exception sites (PélyAffordable

housing);

Changes of use and conversion schemes;

1 Development supported by local communities identified through neighbourhood
plans; and

1 Dwellings to serve agricultural, forestry and other occupational workers within the
rural areas.

=

Residenial development will be expected to:

9 Contribute to the achievement of sustainable communities;

9 Incorporate high quality design in line with the council's adopted supplementary
planning documents;

9 Assist in meeting the identified housing needs includifigrdable homes, homes to
meetthe needsof S RAAUGNARAOG QA RSY23INI LIKAOAT

9 Deliver identified physical, green and community infrastructure requirements
necessary to support the creation and maintenance of sustainable, balanced
communities.

The districtcouncil will support the delivery of 7 residential pitches to meet the identified
needs of gypsies and travellers to 2040.

Table 7Housing delivery

Settlement Net completed Committed Strategic housing Total
dwellings (1 April supply of allocations
2018 to 31 dwellings (at 1
March 2020 April 2020)
Lichfield city 741 3304 3300 7345
Burntwood 172 400 0 572
East of Rugeley 0 800 0 800
North of 83 1000 0 1083
Tamworth
Alrewas -8 169 0 161
Armitage with -4 204 0 200
Handsacre
Fazeley, Mile Oal 7 130 800 937
& Bonehill
Fradley 189 966 500 1655
Shenstone 0 55 0 55
Whittington 1 20 75 96
Other rural 140 262 0 402
Total 1321 7310 4675 13,306

8.3 Lichfield District will make provision for 9,727 dwellings between 2018 and 2040. This equates
to an annual requirement of 321 dwelling each year between 2018 and 2040 which is the
dA & ( Mbabausigneed (LHN) as established by the standard appréacalculating LHN.
From April 2027 the annual requirement will increase to 526 dwellings each year until 2040,
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this will incorporatethedA & G NA OG Q& [I b FyR AGa O2yGNROGdziAz2Yy
within the housing market area.

This contribution wilequate to 2,665 homes between 2027 and 2040 at an annual rate of
approximately 205 dwellings each year. Hpatial srategy, as set out istrategic policy SP1:
The spatial strategyfocuses growth within and around sustainable settlements within the
district and makes best use of the infrastructure existing within and supporting those
settlements.

TheNational Planning Policy FramewdNPPFjequires local authorities to meet their

housing needs and to assist in meeting unmet needs from neighbouring authorities where it

has been robustly evidenced that such needs cannot be met. TherN&¥s clear that

LX F Yy Ay 3 | dzi K2 NRFGyARS ENRY daSil Kd2aRR2 (k3 W 2 NJ O f Odz |
establish their Local Housing Need (LHN). The standard method is set outRigthiring

Practice Guidancand utilising this formula the LHN for Lichfield District is 321 dwellings per

annum.

Table6 demonstrates the provision of approximately 13,300 dwellings through this Local Plan.

Such supply is in excessthe minimum housing requirement of 9,727 homes identified

GAGKAY {UGNFXGS3aIAO0 t2tA0AS&a M YR MH® ¢KA&A WO dzF
the plan period which will ensure that should circumstances change and a development is not
delivered or is delivered at a slow rate than anticipated the housing requirement is still

delivered

As detailed irStrategic policy SP1: The spatial stratdugyDistrict Council will deliver 2,665
homes to meet umet needs from the wider housing markatea from 2027, this will see the
annual housing requirement step from 321 to 526 homes per annum for the remainder of the
plan period

In the two years prior to April 2020, we have delivered 1,321 net new homegtiith

district at an average rate of 660 dwellings each year. Housing delivery has increased
significantly since April 2018. In the ten years before the plan period the average number of
homes completed each year had been 276 dwellings. This incretszmumber of homes
completed annually is in part due to the upturn in the housebuilding economy (prior to the
Covid19 pandemic) and also due to a number of the larger housing allocations frobotiaé
Plan Strategwand Allocations20082029delivering homes in the early part of this local plan
period.

Phasing is one of thmost important aspects of housing delivery to ensure the quality and

form of development achieved is sustainable. The delivery of required new infrastructure will
determine when and how quickly certain areas can be developed and the ability of providers

to delivery necessary infrastructure will need to be taken into account. &eatiegichousing

allocation is accompanied by a concept statemekigendix Bwhich sets out the assumed

delivery timescales foreach@l (G A 2 Yy @ DADBSYNI KBT WOMNRH &L Iy LIS NA
previous local plan it is anticipated that thategichousingallocations are likely to deliver in

the middle to later years of the plan period (to 2040) whilst those allocations Wiaich been

Wal GSRQ gAfft O2yliAydzS (2 RBEEHiDPNIajeooryd®hd S| NI A
anticipated completions of development is set outfaipendix A
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/housing-and-economic-development-needs-assessments
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/housing-and-economic-development-needs-assessments
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/235/local-plan-strategy
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/235/local-plan-strategy
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1228/local-plan-allocations-adopted
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8.10 Providing a balanced housing market is important in meeting housing needs but also
important in delivery sustainable communities. The council recognises & foe a mix of
dwellings of a variety of sizes, types, tenures and values throughout the District to meet the
current and future requirements arising from all types of households.

To deliver a balanced housing market across the plan period, new residential development
include an integrated mix of dwelling types, sizes and tenures based upon the latest assess
of housing needs within thdistrict. There is curremy an imbalance of dwelling types within the
district which the council will seek to redress through actively promoting the delivery of sma
properties including two and three bed dwellings to increase local housing choice and contr
to the creationof sustainable and mixed communities.

To assist in achieving this all new residential development should seek to achieve a mix of
housing as set out in the table below:

Type of home 1 bedroom | 2 bedroom 3 bedroom 4+ bedroom
Market homes 5-10% 30-35% 44-45% 5-15%
Affordable homes (ownership 10-20% 35-45% 30-40% 5-15%
Affordable homes (rented) | 20-30% 25-30% 35-40% 5-10%

Where the proposed mix of dwelling types and tenures differs significantly from the above tl
it must be justified througlevidence of identified housing need and the character of the area
where development is proposed, taking into account:

9 Evidence of housing need including reference to the housing register;

I Character and nature of the development site and of the wider angaimwvhich the site
is located,;

i Detailed design considerations specific to the development and location; and

1 Financial viability of the scheme.

The District Council will promote the delivery of specialist housing and care accommodatior
older personsa reflect the needs of the changing demographic profile ofdhed G N&A O Q
population across the plan period.

Proposals for selbuild and custorrbuild homes will be supported where they are sustainably
located and do not conflict with other policies withims plan.

Proposals for new residential development will be expected to make efficient and effective
of land and to be developed at the optimum density.
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New housing development will be expected to achieve a minimum net density of 35 dwellini
per hedare, except in Lichfield city and Burntwood, where densities of 50 dwellings per hect
should be achieved in locations benefiting from good public transport links.

In exceptional circumstances, lower densities in rural locations may be acceptablaitécetp
be compatible with good design, reflecting the existing settlement pattern and character of t
area, and is in keeping with the other policies in this chapter.

8.11 National planning policy seeks to ensure that local housing needsetréhrough the
provision of a range of house types, tenures and sizes based on current and future
demographic trends, market trends and the differing needs of groups within a community.

8.12 The District Council recognises the need for dwellings of a varisiyes, types, tenures and
costs throughout the District to meet the current and future requirements arising from all
types of households, including vulnerable groups with special requirements such as older
people, single persons and those with learniigadilities, physical disabilities and mental ill
health. Supported housing can include sheltered housing schemes, such as extra care,
designed specifically for older people and also supported housing schemes for vulnerable
groups, whilst lifetime homes pvide accessible and adaptable accommodation for everyone,
from young families to older people and individuals with a temporary or permanent physical
impairment.

8.13 TheHousing and Economic Development Needs Asses(HERDNA) identifies that there is
an imbalance of housing types across thstrict, with concentrations of larger, detached
homes, particularly in the rural areas avitlages. As a result, it identifies that there should be
a focus on the delivery of smaller, more affordable homes, particularly two and three
bedroom properties which will be appropriate for fitiine buyers, renters and families to
access and also fpeople who may wish to downsize.

8.14 The HEDNA identified the desired dwelling mix for all tenures of market and affordable homes
which will assist in rebalancing the housing types acrossligigct. This mix will enable
flexibility within the ranges provit to ensure new development meets the needs of the
AAAGNAROGQA LR LMz I GA2Y ¢6KAfaAal SyadaNAy3a G§KS OKI D
context of a particular development site. Where a mix of housing is proposed that does not
respond to thedentified needs, then the applicant will be expected to provide robust
evidence to justify the proposed mix.

8.15 Inaddition,thedh & G NA OG Qa OKIy3IAy3 RSY2INI LIKAO LINRPTFAES
older people, will have implications for the typelshmmes which people will wish to reside in.
The HEDNA identifies a growing need for specialist accommodation and accommodation
linked to care provision within thdistrict to meet the needs of the population. This will also
place increase demand on exiglispecialist accommodation and for services and adaptations
which will enable people to remain living independently in their own homes. A number of the
dA & (i NdigBhib@#od planand canmunity plans have identified the desire, particularly in
rural settings, to provide suitable homes to enable people to downsize within their own
settlement.



https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/151/housing-needs-study-and-strategic-housing-market-assessment
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplans
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8.17

8.18

8.19

8.20
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TheSeltBuld and Custom House Building Aetjuires thecouncil to maintain and where
necessary update a register of those individuals seeking to acquire land to build their own
homes. Theouncil will continue to maintain such a register and support appropriate
proposals to deliver services plots, in sustainable locations, for custom artbssk

building.

National planning policy seeks to ensure that new development makes effective use of land
and in particular that where there is a known shortage of land to tdegelopment housing

needs. In such circumstances development must ensure that it makes optimal use of available
land and avoids homes being built at low densities. Wagonal Planning Policy Framework
(NPPFalso states that minimum density standards should be used for town and city centre
locations which are well served by public transport.

The 2018&trategic Growth Studgentified that by ensuring appropriate increased densities

of residential development were achieved across the GBBCHMA this would assist in meeting,
in part, anyunmet need. The study concluded that in parts of the HMA including Lichfield
District it would be reasonable to assume a density of 35 dwellings per hectare as a minimum.
Lower density schemes will only be acceptable where the character or amenity oty

would be clearly harmed or where specific site constraints would result in lower densities.

The definition of affordable housing includes housing for sale or rent, for those whose needs
are not met ty the market (including housing that provides a subsidised route to home
ownership and/or is for essential local workers); and which complies with one or more of the
definitions in the NPPF for affordable housing.

¢2 0SS WITTF2NRI O S8 be lovkdughmdriligibl@hbusdh@dizto afiord Y dz
based on local incomes and house prices.
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2015/17/contents/enacted/data.htm
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/701/greater-birmingham-housing-market-area-strategic-growth-study
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The District Council is committed to improving housing affordability in Lichfield District. Ove
localplan period thecouncil will seek to deliver the following levels of all affording housing
provision on all sites dén or more (net) units across thdistrict.

Typology of site Minimum Additional information

affordable

housing

provision
Non-allocated siteg | 20% This applies to all sites been 10 and 500 dwellings.
previously
developed land
Non-allocated sitec | 35% This applies to all nestrategic sites between 10 and 500
greenfield (non dwellings.
strategic)
Nonallocated siteg | 20% Individual vability assessments for affordable housing delive
greenfield are required on development proposals for strategic sites o\

(strategic)

500 dwellings. These open book viability assessments are t

undertaken independently and paid for by the developer. Th
plan wide viabiliy guidance suggests all these sites provide i
least 20% affordable housing provision.

Site has been individually assessed as part of the plan wide
viability appraisal.

Land to the north 20%
east of Lichfield
strategic housing
allocation
Land west of 20%
Fazeley, Mile Oak &
Bonehill strategic
housing allocation
Land at Hay End 20%
Lane, Fradley,
strategic housing
allocation
Land at Huddlesford 35%
Lane, Whittington
strategic housing
allocation

The type of affordable housj to be provided on site will be negotiated having regard to:

Site has been individually assessed as part of the plan wide
viability appraisal.

Site has been individually assessed as patti®plan wide
viability appraisal.

This site has been assessed within the plan wide viability
appraisal and can provide a minimum of 35% affordable uni

1 The2 SNYyYSyiQa LRtAOE 2y I FF2NRIFIoftS K2
home ownership product requirements

9 The district wide need for affordable housing, taking into account aragburces and
supply of affordable housing;

1 Levels of affordability in the area; and

1 Size, type, tenure of housing in the area

All affordable housing need should be metsite. Thecouncil will only accept a financial
contribution in lieu of orsite provision where it can be satisfactorily demonstrated that<te
provision is neither feasible nor viable.

All phases of development should provide the percentage of affordable housing required by
policy, to avoid some phases being dominated by affolel@ar market housing unless
otherwise agreed by theouncil.
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Where a site has been sulivided or is not being developed to its full potential so as to fall
under the affordable housing threshold tltsuncil will seek a level of affordable housing to
reflect the provision that would have been achieved on the site as a whole had it come forw
as a single scheme for the allocated or identified site.

Rural exceptions

In addition to sites allocated for development with the local plan, housing developwitite
supported on small rural exception sites and where affordable homes can be delivered to
the needs of local people from within the district where there is no conflict with other local p
policies. The following criteria will apply:

I Homes proided are affordable;

I The site is directly adjacent to existing village settlement boundaries

I A housing need has been identified in the parish, or in one or more of the adjacent
parishes for the type and scale of development proposed; and

I The proposed devepment is considered suitable by virtue of its size and scale in
relation to an existing settlement and its services, and its proximity to public transpo
links and key infrastructure

Design

Thecouncil will require developments to incorporate and sbitaintegrate affordable and
market housing with a consistent standard of quality design and public spaces to create mi
and sustainable communities.

Delivery
The provision of affordable housing will be secured through a section 106 agreement. This

specify the timing of the delivery of any dwellings and/or payment of commuted sums. Plan|
obligations will be used to ensure that the affordable housing will remain at an affordable pr
in perpetuity, or for the subsidy to be recycled to alternataffordable housing provision.

Engagement

Early involvement of theouncil and registered providers in site discussions and design is
strongly encouraged, preferably at the papplication stage, in order to ensure that affordable
housing provision will meéeelevant requirements and standards.

8.21 Affordable housing is defined in national guidance as social rented, affordable rented,
intermediate housing, provided to eligible households whose needs are not met by the
market. Paragraph 61 of tHéPPFstates that the size, type and tenure of housing needed for
different groups in the community should be assessed and reflected in planning policies,
whichincludes those who require affordable housing.

8.22 The NPPF also goes on to outline that where major development involving the provision of
housing is proposed, planning policies and decisions should expect at least 10% of the homes
to be available for affordae home ownership, unless this would exceed the level of
affordable housing required in the area, which is not the case in Lichfield District, or
significantly prejudice the ability to meet the identified affordable housing needs of specific
groups.


https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-planning-policy-framework--2
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8.23 TheHousing and Economic Development Needs AssessHERDNA) is the primary evidence
base for determining affordable housing neddhe HEDNA identifies there is an affordable
housing need of 220 units per year, which over the plan period is 4,480 units. Given that the
FFF2NRIFI0fS K2dzaAy3a ySSR SljdzZ 6Sa G2 cm> 27F
on previous completionates as set out in théuthority Monitoring Reporthis figure will be
challenging to achievehe local authority will work witliegisteredproviders to maxnise
opportunities for increased numbers of affordable housing units in addition to homes
negotiated through planning obligations.

8.24 Reflecting on economic viability considerations, thencil will negotiate for varied affordable
housing levels in residemti developments depending on the nature of the development. The
affordable levels are set out in the table above. In considering_tiwal Plan and CIL Viability
Assesment, the figure of 500 units has been identified as an appropriate quantum of
development in which to differentiate between the level of affordable housing on non
strategic greenfield sites and strategic greenfield sites.

8.25 In applying the policy, site gpific considerations will be taken into account in relation to the
element of affordable housing that will be expected. The presumption is that the affordable
element will be delivered on the application site unless robust justification exists for miovisi
2y Ly FEOGSNYyFGAGS aAdS Ay GKS RS@St 2LISNRA
in lieu of onsite provision which will help to deliver strategic housing objectives

8.26 The development of rural exception sites is by its nature an excegtmrcumstance where
affordable housing development may be permitted in the open countryside. Rural exception

sites are however still required to comply with all other policies of the local plan, together
with national planning policy and national plangiguidance.

8.27 National planning policy in relation to gypsies and travellers is set out in the national planning
policy for traveller sites. This requires the district council totargets for gypsy and traveller
pitches to accommodate the likely permanent and transit needs within a plan period.

TheDistrict Council will support the delivery of a minimum sfévenresidential pitches to meet
the identified needs of gypsies and travellers to 2040 including meeting the identified need
four of these pitches by 2024.

The council will encourage the intensification of provision in locations which are already
successilly accommodating need as a means of delivering. In the event that provision withii
district has not been increased by 2024 the council will consider all available delivery
mechanisms including those that involve the council taking a lead role iredeli

N
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https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/151/housing-needs-study-and-strategic-housing-market-assessment
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/194/authority-monitoring-report
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/267/viability-evidence
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/download/267/viability-evidence
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The location of any future allocations and the determination of planning applications will be
informed by the following criteria and having regards to other national and local planning
policies:

8.28

8.29

8.30

8.31

I The site is within or adjacent to a settlement idemtifias sustainable within the
settlement hierarchy (levels 1, 2, 3) or close to the transport corridors of the A38 anc

I Where a proposal is located within, adjacent to or close to a settlement, the location
the site, the number of pitches or plots dlid relate and be appropriate to the
surrounding population's size and density and should not put an unacceptable strair
local infrastructure;

I The site should be capable of providing adequatesive facilities for parking, storage,
play and residentizhmenity appropriate for the number of pitches or plots;

1 Vehicular and pedestrian access to the site should be safe and reasonably convenie

I The site should be located within flood zones 1 or 2;

I The site should be appropriately landscaped and screengdawide privacy for
occupiers and to maintain the visual amenity of the landscape/townscape within whi
is located;

I Development of the site should protect the local amenity and environment and will h
no significant detrimental impact on adjoiningoperties or neighbouring land by virtue
of noise and other disturbance caused by movement of vehicles to and from tharsite

1 Traveller sites (temporary or permanent) in the Green Belt are inappropriate
development. Subject to the best interests of tbiaild, personal circumstances and
unmet need are unlikely to clearly outweigh harm to the Green Belt and any other h:
S0 as to establish very special circumstances.

National planning policy in relation to provision for gypsy and travetlemmunities is set out
in the National Planning Policy for Traveller SifERis sets out the requirements for the
council to meet the accommodation needs of thgpsy and traveller community within the
plan period.

LichfieldDistrict Council along with Tamworth and North Warwickshire borough councils
commissioned a joinkypsy and Traveller Accommodation Assessriteduly 2019. The study
provides a robust assessment of needs and concludes that there was no remaining need from
earlier assessments and that any such need would be included into thkidestified

through the 2019 study.

The study concluded that there is a need $ewenresidential pitches within Lichfield district
which meets the planning definition set out within national guidance. Of tisesenpitches it
is recommended thafour should be delivered by 2024. The study also found that there was
no requirement to make provision for transit pitches at this stage.

The council produced @ypsy and Traveller Pagar2016 in support of the previous local plan
which considered the potential supply of sites to meet gypsy and traveletiswwithin the
district. This study concluded that there were insufficient deliverable sites at that stage to
meet identified needs. Since the time of this study no further sites for potential gypsy and
traveller accommodation have been promoted or ideetf through the plarmaking process.



https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-policy-for-traveller-sites
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/1393/gypsy-and-traveller-accommodation-assessment-2019
https://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/665/gypsy-and-traveller-methodology-paper-2016
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As such it is proposed that intensification of the existing resource coupled with a criteria

based policy is the most appropriate approach to assist in the delivery of future allocation of
sites to meet this need.

8.32 Planning Policy for Traveller Sisets out national policy for gypsy and traveller sites and will
be the key determinant of planning applications for such uses.

8.33 Thepolicies within this chapter contribute towards the delivery of the following objectives:
i Strategic objective 1: Sustainable communities;
1 Strategic objective 2: Rural communities;

1 Strategic objective 6: Meeting housing need.
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9.1 National planning policy is committed to delivering a strong and comprehensive economy.
Planning policies should help to create the conditions in which bus#isesan invest, expand
and adapt, taking an approach which should allow each area to build on its strengths, counter
any weaknesses and address the challenges of the future

9.2 The council'$trateqgic Plaseeks to support a vibrant and prosperous economy, ensuring that
the district is open for business as an attractive location for investment. LicBigluct
benefits from a diverse local economy with a wide range of se@ad employers based
within the area and the council will continue to aim to build on the strengths of this.

Lichfield District will continue to maintain and seek to enhance its diversedooabmy and
encourage opportunities for inward investment. The needs of the local economy to 2040
be supported through the following measures:

Approximately 85 hectares of land will be allocated for employment uses, informed by th
employment land aviéability assessment amongst other evidence.

The district has a wide and varied rural hinterland which plays an important role in the lo
economy. Proposals for economic development and the diversification of the rural econc
will be supported. Opportuties for new business formations will be actively pursued and
long-term survival of businesses will be encouraged with sustainable forms of business,
including homeworking and the expansion of information communication technology
networks being suppted. The district council will encourage education and skills
development in order to provide employers with access to a skilled labour force as well &
reducing levels of ostommuting.

TheDistrict Council will support proposals for new, or the expamsioonversion or
redevelopment of existing employment premises within the existing employment areas a
allocated employment sites as shown on the local plan policies map

Development proposals outside of the traditional use classes (E, B2 and B8) &yl nstibe
supported unless it can be demonstrated that the proposed use would enhance or
complement the existing employment offer and is demonstrated that any proposed use
falling outside of the above specified use classes would not detrimentally afiect
employment area. Such proposals will be supported on defined existing and allocated
employment sites, where the proposals clearly demonstrate the potential for job creation
and provided they do not undermine the main purposes of the employment allatatio
Proposals for retail or leisure uses on such sites will be permitted providing they are rela
scale and use to the primary employment focus of the site and would not have an adver:
impact on the viability and vitality of the employment area.
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Devebpment proposals outside of the E, B2 and B8 use classes faamployment
generating uses will only be supported on defined existing and allocated employment sit
it is demonstrated that the continued use of a site, or its development for employ e,
is not viable through the provision of:

9.3

9.4

9.5

9 Details of comprehensive marketing of the site for at least 12 months and
appropriate to the prevailing market conditions; and

1 A financial appraisal that demonstrates that the development of any employment
generating use is unviable; and

I Where it can be demonstrated that the continued use of a site, or its developmer
for employment uses would lead to sigecific environmental problems or traffic
problems which cannot be satisfactorily resolved.

TheHousing and Economic Development Needs AssesstHERNA) identifies the
employment land requirements for the disttito the period to 2040. This analysis suggests
approximately 84.6 hectares of employment land should be allocated to provide for around
357,100m2 floor space for employment generating uses (E, B2 and B8 use classes). The
Housing and Economic Developmemdds Assessment suggests the employment land
requirement is made up of the following elements:

Table8: Employment land requirements

Use class Floor space requirement Land requirement (hectares)
(square metres)
E (formerly Bla/b) 93,500 18.7
E (formerlyB1c)/B2 70,800 17.7
B8 192,800 48.2
Total 357,100 84.6

The Housing and Economic Development Needs Assessment notes the success in delivering
warehousing, logistics and distribution type development in LichDattictin recent years,
highlightingthe RA & G NA OG Qa 3IS23INF LIKAOIE LRAAGAZ2Y | YR
links. Given the particular growth within this sector, the HEDNA recommends that a need for
48.2 ha of B8 is met.

TheEmployment Land Availability Assessméemonstrates that there is a considerable

supply of sites currently within the planning process which assist in meeting the employment
land requirements for the distrt. In the first two years of the proposed plan period (2018
2020) 33.1 hectares of employment land was completed providing for 108ditdre metres

of commercial floorspace. There is significant further capacity for employment land within the
district'sexisting urban and employment areas and a committed supply of sites. The
Employment Land Availability Assessment also demonstrates that there is a limited supply of
potential further options for employment growth within the district.

SH
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9.6 Lichfield District has a wide range of retail services and facilities, from city centre shops
through local centres to meet local needs to rural shopping services. A key aspect of national
policy is the need to ensure the vitality ofwa centres by supporting the role that town
centres play at the heart of local communities and taking a positive approach to their growth,
management and adaptation.

9.7 Over the past few years, town centres across the country have faced the challenge of major
economic and social change which has had an impact on the way we shop, use our leisure
time, and engage with other town centre uses. This has resulted in a change to our high
streets and centres, with the rapid growth of discount retailers, introductiboomvenience
shopping and an overall decline in demand for town centre retail floor space in all locations,
apart from in the most successful centres.

9.8 Continuing to locate retail and other services within Lichfield, Burntwood and local centres
across thalistrict is considered to be the most sustainable way to meet the needs of the
dAAGNAOGQa NBaARSydGao

Development proposals for retail, leisure, office and cultural facilities will be focused witt
Lichfield city cene and the commercial centre of Burntwood and having regard to centres
outside of the district in line with the hierarchy set out below.

Hierarchy of centres Location

Strategic centre (Lichfield City has many | Lichfield city (including Streethay)

shops, services, employment and

entertainmentlocations which service a

much wider catchment than just the local

population)

Town centre (Burntwood shops and servic Burntwood

primarily serve local catchments but provic

for main weekly convenience shopping)

Rural centre (shops and services for day t Alrewas, Armitage with Handscare, Fazele

day needs within villages to serve the wid¢ Mile Oak & BonehillFradley, Little Aston,

rural area) Shenstone, Whittington, Stonnall, Kings
Bromley & Hopwas

Neighbourh@d centres (shops and service E.g. Boley Park, Curborough, Darwin Park

for day to day needs within urban Netherstowe, Dimbles Lane, Morley Road

neighbourhoods) Park Hill Road, Chasetown & Swan Island

9.9 Detailed retail assessment and poliggs presented and adopted as part of thecal Plan
Allocationsdocument. Monitoring evidence indicates that this policy has been working well
across a numbenf indicators, and up to early 2020 vacancy rates in the town centres were
falling.
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During the early stages pfan preparation of the Local Plan 2040 it was identified that,
although further work would be considered, little change was planned todhadl policies in

the plan during the review. The Lichfield Distiicical Plan Review: Scope, Issues & Options
(2018) set out that retail assessment policies did not require significant change (pg. 10) and
that the 2017Lichfield Centres Repontas fit for purpose in dving retail policy and did not
need early review.

Since the Coronavir€ovid19) pandemic restrictions were applied in spring 2020, further

retail work has not been possible, and so therefore no valid rationale has been presented to
move away from the x@sting policy, which matches the existing evidence base. It is however
recognised that a refresh of the 2017 work should be conducted once Coronavirus restrictions
have eased and economic conditions stabilised.

Located in the Green Belt, Drayton Manor Park is recognised as a unigue contributor to our
visitor economy and provides employment opportunities for local residents. It is important
that the local plan sets out how we intend to balance the economitexrvironmental

impacts of this important facility.

Any proposal for major development within Drayton Manor Park will need to be considered
comprehensive basis in the context of a planning brief and masterplan for the whole site. Ti
council will consider applications for development at Drayton MaraykFavourably, where:

9.13

9.14

1 Such development would upgrade and improve the viability of the attraction;
They address the potential for wet woodland and grassland restoration anckegtion;
They are appropriate to its function as a major tourism destination;

Make a positive contribution to the local economy;

They are acceptable taking into account its location within the Green Belt; and
They are compatible with the local infrastructure network.

= 4 —a a8 -

Our evidence tells us that Drayton Manor Park foansntegral part of thevisitor economy

for Lichfield District and Staffordshipgoviding a regionally significant tourist destination and
encouraging overnight stays which benefits other attractions in Lichlislgict and

Tamworth. The attraction alss the 9th largest employer within LichfidDistrict.

Due to the nature of a theme park and zoo, much of the site is open in nature being made up
of rides and large open air animal enclosures. Also within the site are areas which largely
comprise of sultsintial permanent buildings such as a hotel and conference facilities.
Opportunities exist within these sections of previously developed land, for their improvement
and development of further facilities to support the continued operation of the site. Our
evidence suggests that there are opportunities for the site to deliver objectives for
biodiversity connectivity enhancements.
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9.15 Whilst important, our evidence supports the position that there are no exceptional
circumstances which justify removing the siterfr the Green Belt. To ensure we can plan
positively and provide certainty our policy supports the infilling or the partial or complete
redevelopment of previously developed land, within the park whether redundant or in
continuing use, where this would nbave a greater impact upon the openness of the Green
Belt than the existing development.

9.16 TheNature Recovery Network Connectivity Mappidgntifies an opportunity for the
improvement/creation of grassland and wetland where appropriate. Through master planning
this can be identified and safeguarded for the long term with the benefit of existing habitats
that can be enhanced as appropriate.

9.17 A maste-plan will ensure that development is not brought forward incrementally and that we
can ensure our district is able to benefit from-eainated positive impacts.

9.18 The tourism industry is a key contributor to the local economy in LichBiskdct and is rich in
discovery and vibrant in style, giving us a sense of place which we are proud of. The district is
a place to visit for a day trip or a short break and hagde and varied tourism offer, from
leisure and adventure activities, heritage and culture, and hospitality, events and festivals.

TheDistrict Council will support the growth of sustainable tourism in tttistrict where this does
not conflict with other local plan policies.

Developments connected with the existing local and national tourism attractions in the distri
including those in Lichfieldty centre, the National Memorial Arboretum, Drayton Mari@ark,
Chasewater Country Park, Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, the Nation
Forest and the Forest of Mercia, the Central Rivers Initiative, the Trent Wdlgyand the canal
network will be supported and promoted where they do not cantflvith other local plan
policies.

Existing assets, facilities and venues for cultural events, activities and the arts will be protec
and support given to their appropriate improvement, both for tourists and residents.

New assets and initiatives whielmable or support culture and art activities and experiences
within the district will be supported where appropriate, particularly if they also contribute to t
growth of the visitor economy.

New tourism initiatives will be supported where they are oftaular local relevance and
significance and do not conflict with other policies within the local plan.

9.19 TheWest Midlands Regional Tasim Strategy (2018 2029)focuses on growing the regional
economic impact of tourism by creating greater awareness of the region, its key themes and
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9.23
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its tourism assets. In the next decade the aim is to grow the economy by 9% from £12.6bn to
£13.7bn and @ate 19,000 jobs.

It aims to drive growth in the business and leisure tourism sector and encourage overnight
stays. Its two main strategic goals are to increase the number of United Kingdom visitors to
stay in the West Midlands and encourage a greater neinds international visitors to visit the
West Midlands.

This policy also provides support for improvements to facilities that promote art and cultural
activity. It is acknowledged that these elements can play an important role in promoting social
inclusian, instilling identity and contributing to ensuring the vitality of town centres. The

district is rich in cultural and art assets and activities. We need to ensure these assets are
protected, but can also grow and adapt to be relevant to our communitiespday a part in

social interaction. Funding farts andcultural facilities will be explored by the council, and
opportunities to fund such developments through Community Infrastructure Levy and
developer contributions will be considered.

A range of newisitor accommodation will be sought through the application of this policy to
help support the local economy generally and support priorities identified to enable the
growth of our visitor economy.

The policies within this chapter contribute towards thelidery of the following objectives:
9 Strategic objective 1. Sustainable communities;

Strategic objective 2: Rural settlements;

Strategic objective 7: Economic prosperity;

Strategic objective 8: Employment opportunities;

Strategic objective 9: Our centres;

= = =4 =4 =9

Strategic objective 10: Visitor economy.



10.1 A The term 'natural resources' in relation to the Local Plan refers to the supply of materials
and assets that occur within theatural environment of Lichfield District. This includes the
natural elements air, water and soil and the countryside as a resource for agricultural
production, mineral extraction, and recreation and leisure opportunities, as well as the
landscape charaetistics and the varied habitats and species that live within it. Whilst it
largely relates to the characteristics of the countryside, our towns and villages also contain
significant natural environments.

The District Council is focused on improving the connectivity, interpretation and integratic
of the green infrastructure and natural resources within our district. This includes the del
of overall net gain for biodiversity and the protection of intetinaally, nationally and locally
important natural assets and contributing positively towards their future management

The District Council will seek to deliver an enhanced relationship between the countrysic
and settlements by creating linkages and ators that provide for the integration of people,
fauna and flora in both rural and urban locations, especially where there are opportunitie
reduce health inequalities.

Biodiversity will be made more accessible to all by creating new and managinggexistil
and urban spaces to promote well being where there will be no adverse impacts upon n¢
conservation.

The District Council will support the safeguarding of our ecological networks, including tt
restoration and creation of new habitats, veterares, tree and woodland planting and loce
nature reserves including through the opportunities provided within the Cannock Chase |
River Mease Special Areas of Conservation and Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding N
Beauty, the National Forest, thefest of Mercia, the Central Rivers Initiative, the River Tal
Management Strategy and the project associated with the restoration of the Lichfield Ca

All designated sites and nafesignated priority habitats, together with historic landscapes
andtownscapes, will be protected from damage as a result of development or poor
management, and enhanced where appropriate. Opportunities for the interpretation of
natural resources will also be supported and encouraged.

The District Council will seek opponities for the creation of habitats that allow for the
mitigation of the effects of climate change on species, including the enhancement of
opportunities for species to migrate. Where possible, links between habitats wilkbe re
created and further habitalibsses will be prevented. The District Council will seek to delive
overall net gain for biodiversity within Lichfield District.
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Natural resources, including our nationally important lowland heathland will be managed
sustainable way to ensure protié@n and longevity. The District Council will seek to protect
minerals resources by preventing sterilisation. The District Council will also contribute to
management and protection of Cannock Chase Special Area of Conservation and Cann
Chase Area ddutstanding Natural Beauty.

In circumstances where the effects upon biodiversity from a development are not within |
development site but occur ofite, a financial contribution to deliver mitigation may be
appropriate.

This is particularly relevant tmonsideration of impacts upon the River Mease SAC and
Cannock Chase SAC.

If the District Council deems that suitable mitigation cannot be realistically achieved,
development should be refused.

10.2 There are a variety of wildlife rich habitatstin the district including heathlands, ancient
woodlands and serimproved grasslands, along with water features supporting a wide range
of flora and fauna. There are a number of internationally important areas within and close to
the district includinghe Cannock Chase and River Mease Special Areas of Conservation, the
Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and several Sites of Special Scientific
interest.

10.3 Our landscape is both a natural and historic asset. It reflects the geological fortneand
history of human activity both culturally and ecologically. Nagional Planning Policy
Frameworkstates planning policies should contribute to and enteatie natural and local
environment recognising the intrinsic beauty of the countryside and protecting and enhancing
valued landscapes.

10.4 The purpose of this policy is to ensure thattiied G NA OG0 Q& AAIYATFTAOL Yyl Yy I {c
assets are protected andhere possible enhanced. Development should not be prevented on
sites where it can be demonstrated that satisfactory mitigation for species and habitats can be
created.

10.5 Designated sites include; Sites of Specific Scientific Interest (SSSI); Sites afBiologi
Importance (SBI); Special Areas of Conservation (SAC); and Local Geological Sites. Other
priority habitats include Biodiversity Action Plan sites and species (BAP), ancient woodland,
and local nature reserves. Sites that receive statutory protectiguasisof their designation
will be protected and where possible enhanced in line with the above policy and their relevant
legislation. Strategic landscape initiatives such as the Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, the National Forest, ther&€st of Mercia and the Central Rivers Initiative will
contribute to positive landscape change acrossdisrict.
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10.6 The countryside is defined as the largely undeveloped area that separates cities aioavns

villages. Much of the landscape of Lichfield District consists of the wide areas of countryside

separating our settlements.

Thecountryside of Lichfield District is valued as an asset in its own right dirfgevprrotected.

The countryside should be protected from inappropriate development which would cause
environmental harm (including in terms of visual impact).

All development proposals should protect the countryside's intrinsic character and beauty, t
diversity of its landscapes, heritage and wildlife, and the wealth of its natural resources.

To this end new building development in the countryside away from existing settlements, or
outside of those areas designated for development within this local, p¥dhbe strictly
controlled.

In keeping with this protection, the District Council recognises the important economic role «
the countryside and wealth of resources it provides. Development proposals will be support
which:

9 Assist in delivering diversad sustainable farming enterprises;

1 Deliver/assist in delivering other countrysiiased enterprises and activities, including
those which promote the recreation and enjoyment of the countryside, such as fores
horticulture, fishing and equestrian actiies, and crops for energy generation, which
may fall outside the definition of agriculture; and

9 Provide for the sensitive use of renewable energy resource.

10.7 Lichfield can be considered to be a largely rdrstrict, with the wide tracts ofural open land

10.8

10.9

which separate our towns and villages making up a considerable proportion of the District.
Much of the land use activity within the countryside falls outside of the scope of the planning
system, but as the countryside within Lichfield Bistprovides a wealth of opportunities for
leisure and recreational activities, as well as supporting traditional agricultural practices and
farm diversification, the planning system has an important role in supporting and facilitating
positive countrysid management and in strengthening the rural economy.

A range of new visitor accommodation will be sought through the application of this policy to
help support the local economy generally and support priorities identified to enable the
growth of our visite economy.

The bcalplan aims to continue to protect the countryside, but also recognises the socio
economic needs of rural communities. However, the role of the countryside as a natural
resource is recognised and the District Council will seek to pelgitivanage change through
the development management function.



Lichfeld District Local Plan 2040: Proposed Publicdliooument:July 2021

10.10There is a wealth of biodiversity assets within Lichfidddrict, including habitats which are
protected both nationally anéhternationally. The District Council will continue to protect and
enhance such assets.

Development proposals where the objectives are to conserve or enhance biodiversity or
geodiversity and deliver a net gain for such objectives will be supported in principle where t
accords with other policies in the local plan.

Development will only beermitted where it:

9 Protects, enhances, restores and implements appropriate conservation managemer
the biodiversity and/or geodiversity value of the land and buildings;

I Minimises fragmentation and maximises opportunities for restoration, enhancesnent
and connection of natural habitats (including links to habitats outside Lichfield distric

9 Incorporates beneficial biodiversity and/or geodiversity conservation features, incluo
features that will help wildlife to adapt to climate change where appiate; and

9 Delivers a net gain for biodiversity and/or geodiversity in the district.

Proposals for development must not adversely affect the integrity of International or Europe
sites either alone or itombination with other plans and projects, urdethe tests set out under
the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2017) (as amended) are met.

Proposals for development which do not adversely affect the integrity of International or
European sites or other internationally designated sitagt which are likely to have an adverse
effect on a national site (whether the development is within or outside the site) will not norm
be permitted. The only exception is where the benefits clearly outweigh both the impacts or
special featuresfathe site and broader impacts on the national network of sites.

Development proposals that would have a direct or indirect adverse effect on local designat
sites, protected sites, protected or priority species or habitats that are considered to have
geological and biodiversity value, will not be permitted unless:

1 They cannot be located on alternative sites that would cause less or no harm;

1 The benefits of the development clearly outweigh the impacts on the features of the
and the wider network ofvider habitats;

I Prevention, mitigation and compensation (biodiversity offsetting) measures are prov
which ensure there is no net loss of such sites; and

1 Offsetting will be focused on addressing identified habitat network enhancements.

Development reulting in the loss or deterioration of irreplaceable habitats such as ancient
woodland and ancient or veteran trees will be refused unless it accords with the exceptiona
reasons identified within the National Planning Policy Framework. If exceptiorsgineare
justified a suitable compensation strategy including its delivery will need to be secured.
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Ancient wood pasture and historic parkland are also irreplaceable habitats and as such will
receive the same consideration as other forms of ancientai@nd. In order to ensure that
development does not result in deterioration of these habitats open space between trees in
area of ancient wood pasture or historic parkland shall be protected.

10.11Protection of natural assets is a key elemefiplanning policy. Once these assets are lost,
they often can never be fully regained.

10.12In addition to policies in national guidance proposals should particularly seek to contribute
towards to UK priority habitats and species in Lichfield District ancddigional
Staffordshire or National Forest BAP species. Development proposals should be accompanied
by sufficient information to assess the effects of development on protected sites, species,
biodiversity or geology, this should take into consideratimiriect effects including climate
change and changes in hydrology.

10.13The delivery of a net gain in biodiversity will continue to be supported in line withl#enal
Planning Policy Frameworkhis will be supported through the application of Natural
9y At yRQa O0A2RAOSNEAGE YSUINRO 6KAOK SylofSa
forecasting of losses and gains through development and land managgmaatices.

10.14An important part of the landscapes of thestrict are the trees and hedgerows which line our
streets, fields and create areas of woodland and tranquillity.

Lichfield District's trees, woodland and hedgerows are important visual and ecological asse

In order to retain and provide local distinctiveness in the landscape, trees, veteran trees,
woodland, ancient woodland, and hedgers should be protected and retained, unless it can t
demonstrated that removal is necessary and appropriate mitigation can be achieved.

In the case of ancient woodland and veteran tree(s), development which would harm or des
these assets will be rested.

Space will be made within developments to accommodate veteran trees and ancient woodl:
including sufficient land around the ancient woodland to allow for expansion through natura
regeneration and ongoing long term management.

The removal of lagmature species and their replacement with smaller shdited species will
be resisted.

Sufficient space within developments must be reserved for the planting and sustainable gro
of large trees in order to retain the important tree canopy coveranservation areas and the
built environment, and to improve tree canopy cover in the district as a whole.
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Potential long term conflict between retained trees, hedgerows and built form will be design
out at the planning stage.

All planning applicationsyhere appropriate, must include details and methodology for tree
protection, from the commencement of development to completion; to ensure that trees are
damaged by construction work.

10.15This policy seeks to encourage the new tree plantifigin development and the protection
of existing trees because of their significant value to habitats and role in mitigating and
adapting for climate change.

10.16The policy seeks to recognise the importance of trees and woodlands to the character of
LichfieldDistrict and in particular the importance of veteran trees and ancient woodlands.
Adequate protection and buffering within developments including sufficient land to allow
their unique habitat to mature is therefore essential.

10.17Ancient Woodlands once losaknot be recreated, their unique character and valuable
biodiversity resource will be safeguarded and not allowed to be lost or deteriorate where
avoidable. Development should buffer any ancient woodland it affects by providing sufficient
space around thancient woodland to allow expansion through natural regeneration and
ongoing long term management.

10.18Reference should be made, where appropriatestpplemerary planning documentahich
provide further detail in relation to trees, woodlands and hedgerows.

10.19There are a number of nationally valued and protected landscapes within Lichfield District.
Such landscapes are protected for a number of reasons.loEh#plan will seek to continue to
provide protection to such landscapes and support their enhancement.
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The landscape character of the district will be conserved by ensuring that development
reflects or enhances landscape character and minimises and mitigates its impact. In
particular, valued ladscapes including the Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty and its setting, will be protected and enhanced.

Proposals will take into account, and avoid detrimental effects on, landscape and historic
character including key characteristicszabdistinctiveness, visual amenity, key views,
landscape quality, tranquillity and dark skies.

Where development or land use changes may affect national or locally identified landsce
designations, views of Lichfield Cathedral and its setting or thedc&r®hase Area of

Outstanding Natural Beauty and its setting, a full understanding of the context, charactel
and significance of the landscape and impact on character and the views should be prov

The cumulative impact of development proposalsamdscape character will be taken into
account.

Opportunities to enhance landscape character where paossible in accordance with the vis
statement in the character assessment for the landscape character type in which it is sit
will be encouraged whre this accords with the other natural environment policies.

10.20Within Lichfield District there are a range of landscapes which are highly regarded by our
residents and visitors, with some of national value. Landscape is a broad term thasfor thi
purpose covers all aspects, such as the appearance and geography of land, natural features
such as trees and watercourses, archaeological and historic remnants and the influence of the
built environment.

10.21There are parts of thdistrict where landscape forities have already been established
through plans and strategies, including those that relate to Cannock Chase AONB, Central
Rivers Initiative and the National Forest. The District Council will continue to work with
stakeholders to support initiative® tprotect and enhance such landscapes.

10.22The varying landscapes and habitats within the District are intrinsically linked. Damage to one
aspect often has unforeseen conseneces for other elements, and enhancement can also
produce linked benefits in other locations.
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New habitats and links between habitats should be created to enhance biodiversitg and
mitigate against climate change by providing opportunities for species to move or migrate v
our identified nature recovery network. Together with developers and partners we will delive
measurable net gain to the following identified habitats netwslcated within our district;

9 Heathland network;
 Woodland network;
T Wetland network; and
I Grassland network.

Biodiversity offsetting will be focused on addressing areas of connectivity strain and increas
connectivity between the strategic areas of habitat in accordance with the Nature Recovery
Network evidence base. We will support partner organisations wgrtardeliver management
improvements, enhancement and restoration to those habitat networks that we have identif
as important.

Particular support will be given to initiatives that address evidenced connectivity strain;
Transforming the Trent Valley, @eal Rivers Initiative, Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, Cannock Chase Special Area of Conservation partnership, River Mease Sy
Area of Conservation partnership, National Forest, Forest of Mercia and Lichfield and Hathg
Canals Rstoration Trust.

Conservation, restoration and enhancement of our habitat networks that also enable wide
benefits, including those relating to the health of our communities, the design of places,
supporting our economy, meeting the challenges of clim&i@nge and flooding, will, where
appropriate, and provided they accord with other policies in the plan, be encouraged.

10.23The policy is intended to ensure the integration of the natural and built environment in an
effective way for wellbeing, hetl, climate change mitigation and the enhancement of natural
assets.

10.24The policy aims to maintain and increase networks of natural habitats by avoiding or repairing
the fragmentation and isolation of natural habitats through policies and plans and requires
new development to provide green spaces that have multiple uses; which offer a choice of
shade and shelter, recognising the opportunities for flood storage, ecology, sport, recreation,
linking services and facilities and contributing to achieving openesgtandards.

10.25Part of Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) is designated as a Special
Area of Conservation (SAC). The Cannock Chase SAC is one of the most imuga$antthe
UK for European dry heath land and is the most extensive imtbiands region. The District
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Council is part of &annock ChaseAC Partnership, which works together to prevent damage
to the SAC.

Development will only be permitted where the proposal, either on its own or in combination
with other plans or projects, would have no adverse effect on the integrity of Cannock Chas
SAC. Development which cannot satisfy this testomily be permittedvherethe tests set out

under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2017) (as amended).are met

All development that leads to a net increase in dwellings within 15km of the SAC, as shown
the policies map, has the poteat to trigger likely significant effects on Cannock Chase SAC |
recreation impacts, and as such will require appropriate assessment. Mitigation can be sec
through developer contributions.

10.26Part of Cannock Chase Area of OutstandingitdhBeauty (AONB) is designated as a Special
Area of Conservation (SAC). The Cannock Chase SAC is one of the most important areas in the
UK for European dry heath land and is the most extensive in the Midlands region. The District
Council is part of a SAGrtnership, which works together to prevent damage to the SAC.

10.27Lichfield District Council has worked jointly with Staffordshire County Council, Cannock Chase
District Council, South Staffordshire District Council, Stafford Borough Council, East
Staffordshire District Council, Birmingham and the Black Country Audsooiti an
Appropriate Assessmeiin relation to Cannock Chase SAC (as per the Habitats Directive
92/43/EEC).

10.28The Appropriate Assessment highlights the jikatrease in pressures on the SAC as a result
of population growth in theistrict (including potential increases in road traffic air pollution)
and the need to provide additional recreation spaces alongside other mitigation measures
e.g., developer conilputions to assist positive habitat management. As a response to this, the
policy set out here in NR5 has been agreed by the authorities.

All development proposals in or within the setting of the Cannock Chase AONB will be requ
to conserve and, where appropriate, enhance its landscape, scenic beauty, wildlife, cultural
heritage and other special qualities. Proposals bélrequired to be consistent with the policies
set out in the Cannock Chase AONB Management Plan.

10.29Lichfield District Cound# part of the Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) partnership. THEONB Management PlamdHistoric Environment Character
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Assessmenprovide an informed framework highlighting areas for conservation,

strengthening and enhancements. The AONB Management Plan manages the conservation
and natural beauty of the landscape and countryside and is produced by the AONB Unit, which
provides guidgf OS F2NJ G KS YIylF3ISYSyids LINBaASNDIGAz2Y
gualities. The management plan is updated at regular intervals and should be taken into
consideration in all development proposals that could affect the area

10.30Land use has a majonpact upon the scenic beauty of the AONB and views of it and from it.
Impacts can also occur through the cumulative impacts arising from relatively minor
developments and an analysis of the cumulative impacts of a development may be necessary
to assess itgnpact. The Cannock Chase AONB Management Plan provides an informed
framework highlighting areas for conservation, strengthening and enhancements

10.31The area is under considerable pressure and is treasured by the existing population, the
cumulative impact®f new development should therefore be considered in combination and
not prevent the long term management of the designated area and the accessibility of the
AONB for the health and wdlkeing of the existing and future residents of ttiistrict.

10.32Good mangement of horse pasture will be encouraged through work with landowners,
including field boundary treatments and gapping up of hedgerows to maintain habitats and
support the safeguarding and-@eation of the historic landscape features.

10.33The River Mease Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and its water catchment are located in
the rural northeastern part of Lichfield District.
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Development will only be permitted where the proposal, either on its own or in combination
with other plans or projects, would have no adverse effect on the integrity of the River Meas
SAC. Development which cannot satisfy this test will only be permittete the tests set out

under the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations (2017) (as amended).are met

To ensure the River Mease SAC is not harmed, all development which increases the stress
sewage treatment works or increases the level of gpttate in the watercourse and water
catchment will be deemed to have an adverse impact unless or until satisfactory avoidance
and/or mitigation measures have been secured.

Adverse impacts are currently being caused by poor water quality, exacerbatedlloyopo run-
off, siltation, abstraction and invasive nortive species throughout the water catchment.

Evidence has shown mitigation of effects is possible by investment in sewage treatment wo
habitat management, access management, provision ofasu@ble drainage techniques,
publicity, education and awareness raising.

The effective avoidance and/or mitigation of the impact upon the special area of conservatic
will need to be demonstrated in accordance with the habitat regulations.

Mitigation forany identified adverse effects must be demonstrated and secured prior to
approval of development and egoing monitoring of impact on the special area of conservatic
will be required. Developments outside the water catchment area may be required to
demorstrate that they will have no adverse effect on the integrity of the special area of
conservation.

10.34LichfieldDistrict Gouncil is part of the River Mease Special Area of Conservation partnership
and has worked jointly with North West Leicestars District Council and South Derbyshire
District Council to develop a mitigation strategy which prevents harm arising to the SAC.

10.35Further work is ongoing to improve the River Mease water quality and support its flora and
fauna. This work, once publishedill inform developers and should be taken into account in
any development which impacts upon the SAC.

10.36 A mitigation strategy is being implemented through the partnership which is funded through a
developer contributions scheme and this will be updated &rther schemes developed
during the life of the local plan which will deliver an improvement to the condition of the
special area of conservation and can help identify mitigation for the effects of development.
By implementation of the suitable mitigath measures, relevant management plans, their
subsequent reviews and policies in the local plan, measures will be in place to overcome
possible significant adverse effects.

10.371f a development is proposed at a time when there is insufficient capacity whbiRiver
Mease mitigation strategy to fully mitigate for the likely impacts of the scheme then
appropriate mitigation will be sought from the developer. In this instance full information of
any bespoke mitigation measures, accompanied with informationcsesfit for the local
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authority to undertake adabitat Requlations Assessmewould need to be provided as part
of any planning application of the proposddvelopment shall be refused.

10.38Whilst most of the National Forest lies beyond Lichfield District, a small area around Alrewas
and including the National Memorial Arboretum does lie within its defined batied.
Strategigpolicy 1: Thespatialstrategyf A aGa GKS bl A2yl C2NBad | a :
significant assets. The National Forest is a landscape orientated initiative working across 200
square miles of thdidlands, seeking to restore and transform the landscape following
closure of many mineral extraction activities and link the two ancient woodlands of
Charnwood Forest and Needwood Forest

Within the National For@ssupport will be given for:

1 Enhancement of built development through related woodland planting and landscap
where appropriate; and
I Enhancing the Forest as an exemplar of sustainable development.

Development where landscaping would normally be reggiishall contribute towards the
creation of the Forest by providing emite or nearby landscaping with a focus on woodland an
tree planting where appropriate and where this is not in conflict with other policies in the
development plan and supplementariapning documents, including those prepared by the
National Forest Company.

10.39The creation of the National Forest is led by the National Forest Company (NFC) who support
Forest creation and management to provide a resilient environment; encourage activities and
facilities to promoteforest related businesses; recreation and tourisnd; engage
communities in thdorest to improve welbeing and quality of life.

10.40This policy supports the restoration of the landscape and transformation of the National
Forest. Landscaping will generally favour woodland planting, but can also inclutierciesad
management of other appropriate habitats, open space provision associated with woodland
and the provision of recreational facilities with a wooded character.

10.41The appropriate mix of habitats will depend upon the setting and the opportunities tieat t
site presents and will be informed by supplementary planning guidance and the National
C2NBal [Qivelllr Yyededper& Plamers

10.42The policies within this chapter contribute towards the delivery of the following objectives:
i Strategic objective 12: Countryside character;

9 Strategic objective 13: Natural resources;
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9 Strategic objective 15: High quality development.

[ 105




Lichfeld District Local Plan 2040: Proposed Publicdiiooument:July 2021

11.1 National planning policy requires a positive approach towards the conservation and
enjoyment of the historic environment. The historic environment is centrdlithfield
S5AA0NROGQa OdzA (GdzNF f KSNRAGFIS yR O2y iNAoOdzi Sa
the district, adding to the quality of life and wedking of residents and visitors.

11.2 One of the key principles in national policy is that plansinguld conserve heritage assets in
a manner appropriate to their significance so that they can be enjoyed for their contribution
to the quality of life of this and future generations. Lichfield District comprises of a diverse
range of both designated andn-designated heritage assets. These include a high number of
nationally listed buildings such as Lichfield Cathedral which acts as a focal point to the historic
settlement pattern and is visible from many points across the district, as well as lo¢atly lis
buildings, a registered park and garden, scheduled monuments, conservation areas and other
archaeological sites.

11.3 These heritage assets play an important part in the local character and identity disthiet
and it is it important that both designatikand nondesignated heritage assets are recognised,
protected and wherever practical enhanced by development

11.4 TheHistoric Environment Recoisla comprehensive database of archaeological sites, historic
buildings, historic landscapes and areas of archaeological interest in Lichfield District that is
maintained on behalf of theouncil by Staffordshire County Countilshould be consulted in
order to establish whether development proposals are likely to affect heritage assets and their
setting.

11.5 Thecouncil is working to complete a programme@dnservation Area Appraisals and
Management Planfor each conservation area within thstrict. These identify the special
historic and architectural interest of each area, identify buildings of local irapoet and
explain how the special interest will be preserved and enhanced. These documents will have
an important role to play when decisions are being made on planning applicationsnjbatt
upon the conservation arldr enhancement of heritage assets atftkir setting.

11.6 Neighbourhoodlans offer a further opportunity for local communities to identify the unique
historic character of their settlements, identify key local building styles and identify locally
important non designated heritage assets to ortleinform and guide new development

11.7 Other measures for preserving or enhancing heritage assets include encouraging the
sympathetic maintenance and restoration of all aspects of the historic environment in
particular listed buildings, historic shop frorasd historic parks, gardens and landscapes. This
should be based on historic research and would contribute towards the safeguarding of
heritage assets at risk and removing heritage assets fronNtisnal Heritage at Risk

Reqister




The District Council will protect and improve the built environment and have special rege
the conservation and enhancemeat the historic environment through positive action and
partnership working. The historic environment contributes to sustainable communities,
including economic vitality. Development must make a positive contribution to the histori
SY @A NRY YS fiicivéness.2 OF f RA &

The significance of designated heritage assets including nationally protected listed buildi
and their settings, ancient monuments, archaeological sites and conservation areas and
settings, will be conserved and enhanced and giverhighest level of protection. Other
heritage assets including locally listed buildings, and locally important parks and garden:
also be conserved and enhanced.

Development proposals which conserve and enhance a heritage asset or its setting will |
supported where clear and convincing justification has been provided through an assess
of the significance of the asset or its setting.

58St 2LIYSyd GKIFG I FFSOGa [AOKFASER 5Aad
conserve and where pos$ibenhance the significance and value of these assets and their
setting, in accordance with national legislation, policy and guidance and any relevant
supplement planning documents. The historic environment in Lichfield District includes tl
following hertage assets:

Listed Buildings;

Conservation Areas;

A Registered Park and Garden;

Scheduled Monuments and Archaeological Sites; and

1 Locally Listed Buildings and other rt@signated locally significant assets.

= —a —a -8

Development proposals affecting, or likely tifegt, any heritage asset or its setting should |
accompanied by a Heritage Statement which:

1 Will be expected to identify all heritage assets that could be affected and
demonstrate an understanding of the significance of these assets including the
contribution made by the setting of the asset by describing them in sufficient deta
determine their historic, archaeological, artistic or architectural interest to a level
proportional with their importance;

I Should be undertaken by reference to the Histd&itvironment Record and by a des
top analysis and reference to other relevant sources of information such as histol
landscape character appraisals and conservation apgaaisals and management
plans

I May require an assessment of the impact of the preglaipon longer distance views
and vistas of the historic skyline of Lichfield City which is characterised by the fiv:
spires including Lichfield Cathedral and the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty ¢
views identified in conservation area management planseighbourhood plans;

1 May also include archaeological survey and trail excavation, modelling of deposit
and preservation assessments, historic building and designed landscape
investigations, or other specialist analysis appropriate to the particular&as Q a



affected by the proposed development, subject to the sensitivity and importance
the site and its surroundings in the view of the local authority.

Conserving the historic environment

In assessing the impact of development proposals on théfiignce of a designated heritag
asset, great weight will be given to the conservation of designated assets and their settir
and proposals should seek to enhance designated heritage assets and their settings wh
possible. Clear and convincing evide will be required for any harm or loss to the
significance of a designated heritage asset.

Development that would result in substantial harm to or total loss of significance of a
designated heritage asset should be exceptional and would need to bédyglestified and
will be weighed against the substantial public benefits of the proposal. As set out in natic
policy, where there is substantial harm to the significance of designated assets higher te
apply, and in all cases of harm, weightis gited (1 KS O2y aSNII A2y
significance.

Where a proposal affects the significance of a designated heritage asset or its setting the
applicant must be able to demonstrate that all reasonable efforts have been made to sus
the existinguse, find new uses or mitigate the extent of the harm to the significance of the
asset; and the works proposed are the minimum required to secure the long term use of
features of the asset that contribute to its heritage significance are retained.

Within the District, the skyline of Lichfield City, characterised by the five spires emerging
above the roofs and tree canopy will be protected and should inform the height, scale ar
layout for new development. This and other locally important views withendettlements
and rural locations will be safeguarded and the integration of views, glimpses and vistas
shaping a strong sense of place in new development layouts will be encouraged.

Where a proposal would result in the partial or total loss of a desaghat nondesignated
heritage asset or its setting, the applicant will be required to secure a programme of
recording and analysis of that asset and archaeological excavation where relevant. The
2T (KS NBO2NRAY3A &aK?2dA Rsigrififandelbid thi2iNgact & y I G
development on the asset. The information and understanding gained should be made
Lz f AOf & F@FAftlFIofST A | YAYAYdzy (KNERdz3
Record.

Development that has the potential tofatt a nondesignated heritage asset will be
considered having regard to the scale of any harm or loss and the particular significant ¢
heritage asset and its setting.

Where loss, or partial loss of a heritage asset is justified through substamiiit penefits,
the authority will take all reasonable steps to ensure the new development will proceed ¢
the loss has occurred, this could include imposing appropriate planning conditions or se
obligations by agreement.

Favourable consideration will be given to new development within conservation areas, 0
within their setting, that preserves or enhances the significance of the conservation area
including those elements that make a positive contribution to its signifieamavhich better

reveal the significance of the asset. Any proposals within a conservation area, or its setti
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which could have a harmful impact on the view of the cityscape, roofscape, skyline or
landscape will need to be assessed and mitigated for.

Reuse of historic buildings

The reuse, maintenance and repair of listed buildings and other heritage assets will be
supported where the proposed use is considered to be the optimal viable use and is
compatible with its fabric including its interior, chata appearance and setting of the
historic asset. Changes of use should demonstrably assist in the maintenance or
enhancement of the asset, particularly those that have been identified as being at risk.
Reversibility and minimal intervention will also key considerations when assessing
proposals.

11.8

11.9

National planning policy recognises that heritage assets are irreplacesgarces and sets

out the approach for considering proposals which affect a heritage asset. Local Authorities are
required to set out a positive strategy for the conservation and enjoyment of the historic
environment and adopt suitable policies to protect it.

Lichfield District has a wealth of heritage assets including Lichfield Cathedral, which acts as a
focal point to he historic settlement pattern and is visible from many points across the

district. In this policy, heritage assets include both assets designated at the national level and
those identified at the local level for their contribution to the historic envir@mnof Lichfield.

11.10Heritage assets of national significance have statutory protection. In line with national policy,

there will be a presumption in favour of protection of these assets, except for where there is
an exceptional justification for the loss @f harm to their significance. All opportunities to
protect, conserve or better reveal the significance of nationally designated assets should be
taken in new development. Locally identified heritage assets contribute towards Lichfield

5 A a i NR O ve@iaradiek. hielktyi© Bnkironment Recoprovides information on some
of these locally identified assets

11.11Heritage impact assessments are required for all applications which affect heritage assets. The

assessment needs to be proportionate to the importance of the asset and the scale of works
proposed. Thedistoric Environment Supplementary Planning Docunagak Historic

Environment Record should be regarded as an essential source of information for developers
to use in understanding and appreciating the value of asaffected by development

proposals. Developers are advised to consult the Historic Environment Record at an early
stage in the application process. Where significance of a heritage asset is either harmed or
lost, the applicant is responsible for ensurthg asset is recorded and placed on tHistoric
Environment Records a minimum.

11.12Heritage assessments should id&nall the assets likely to be affected by the proposed

development explain the nature and degree of any impact on a heritage asset and
demonstrate how any harm will be either avoided, minimised or mitigated. This may require
an assessment of the impagh the proposed development on longer distance views and
vistas of Lichfield Cathedral and the Area of Outstanding Natural Beautiful or views identified
in Conservation Area Management Plamseighbourhoodplans. The assessment should
provide a clear explanation and justification for the proposal in order for harm to be weighed
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against public benefits and demonstrate that all reasonafierts have been made to sustain
the existing use, find new uses or mitigate the extent of the harm to the significance of the
asset.

11.13The policies within this chapter contribute towards the delivery of the following objectives:
9 Strategic objective 10: Tosm;
9 Strategic objective 12: Countryside character;
i Strategic objective 14: Built environment;
1

Strategic objective 15: High quality development.
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12.1

12.2

12.3
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Lichfield city is a vibrant cathedral city and is $itkategic centre for Lichfield district providing

a transport node, services and facilities for not only its residents but people and visitors from
further afield. It is the largest settlement by population and is a key employment location. It
has an outsinding historic environment and a higjuality public realm.

Lichfield city has Green Belt on all but its north east side and this forms the outer edge of the
West Midlands Green Belt. It is a freestanding settlement set in an attractive landscape
dominated by views of the five spires of the cathedral and St Mary's and St Michael's church.
Its built environment is enhanced by the green infrastructure and tree cover throughout the
built-up area.

The city is an accessible location having two train statiobsisanterchange and a cycle and
pedestrian network. Physical infrastructure is being improved in association with new housing
development with completion of the southern bypass underway presently, new primary
schools and improvements to the secondary eatian provision and health provision.

Lichfield has a wide range of services and facilities.

Lichfield (including Streethay) will maintain its role as the strategic centre within Lichfield
district and willbe a freestanding settlement bounded by open countryside and in part by
Green Belt.

It will function as the focus for major retail and other town centre uses within the district.
Redevelopment of previously developed land will be prioritised to mairstaiattractive
environment and efficient use of land. Its historic environment will be protected and
enhanced and its services, facilities and green infrastructure will contribute to the quality
life of residents and visitors.

Necessary infrastructurenprovements will be delivered to meet the needs arising in
accordance with the policies in the plan. Provision will be made for at least 6,929 dwellin
3,679 through existing commitments and 3,300 as part of a strategic allocation located n
of Lichfeld.
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Strategic policy SHANorth of Lichfielcstrategic housing allocation
Introduction

12.4 The spatial strategy set out within this plan identified a strategic housing growth location in
Lichfield. The land to the north of Lichfield will be allocatedlierfocus of new residential
growth delivering approximately 3,300 homes within the settlement.

Figure 3: North of Lichfield strategic housing allocation

Strategic policy SHAL: North of Lichfield strategic housing alloc;
The allocation site atorth of Lichfield will provide a safe, sustainable and‘ae#ligned
environment with its own identity and character, which complements existing development
Lichfield.

It will provide approximately 3,300 dwellings and appropriate physical, socialreaed g
infrastructure.

It will protect existing assets and resources at the location, whilst providing new houses,
infrastructure and places people will seek to want to spend time, live and work in.

This will be achieved by an overarching masterplan fomthele of the area identified in the site
allocation boundary which accords with all the policies in this plan and also:

i Integrates the development into the existing landscape including the creation of vist
into, out of and through the site;
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