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If you need this in another format, such as large print, please call Lichfield District Council on 01543 308000 and ask to speak to the Spatial Policy and 
Delivery team or email developmentplans@lichfielddc.gov.uk.  
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1. Background to the Plan 

1.1 The Localism Act 2011 promoted neighbourhood engagement in the planning process. It introduced a new kind of Plan, 

called a Neighbourhood Development Plan (or Neighbourhood Plan, for short), that could be prepared by Parish Councils. One 

of the key aims of the legislation is to enable people to contribute to the long term development of their own community. A 

Neighbourhood Plan can make a real difference to how development is carried out in the Parish, because once it has been 

through all the stages of preparation and been ñmadeò (adopted) by Lichfield District Council (LDC), it becomes part of the 

Districtôs Development Plan, alongside the LDC Local Plan.  Its planning policies will therefore be used in the decision-making 

process when planning applications within the Parish are considered by the Local Planning Authority. This Neighbourhood Plan 

supports the delivery of strategic policies contained in the Lichfield District Local Plan in accordance with the National Planning 

Policy Framework 2021 para 13.  

1.2 The Hammerwich Neighbourhood Area was designated by LDC on December 9th 2014 for the purposes of producing 

a Neighbourhood Plan. The Neighbourhood Area has exactly the same boundaries as the Parish area, so the term óParishô will 

be used throughout this Plan, to avoid confusion.  This Plan has been prepared by a Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group, which 

reports to the Parish Council.  

1.3 Whilst designation and a Parish Survey took place in 2014, there was then some delay in preparing this Neighbourhood 

Plan, as studies by LDC underpinning the work leading up to the publication of the Local Plan Allocations document suggested 

a significant housing development in the Green Belt off Highfields Road in the Parish was being considered. This would not 

have accorded with the Vision and Objectives of this Plan (see below), themselves drawn from what the people of the Parish 

said in the Parish Survey. However, the finally adopted Allocations document (July 2019) did not include this site as an allocation 

(see also para 3.11 below) and progress on the Neighbourhood Plan could then re-start. Further unavoidable delay was 

introduced by the Covid 19 pandemic lockdown period. The Parish Council was ready to consult on an updated Neighbourhood 

Plan (Section 14 consultation) when the lockdown started in March 2020. 
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MAP 1 ς LOCATION MAP 
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2. IŀƳƳŜǊǿƛŎƘΩǎ IƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ /ƻƴǘŜȄǘ 

2.1 The discovery of the Anglo-Saxon Staffordshire Hoard in the 

Parish in 2009 has highlighted the fact that Hammerwichôs history as 

a settlement goes back a very long time. Wich is derived from Old 

English wic, a settlement that was already old in Saxon times, i.e. 

dating back at least to the Roman era (Latin vicus).  Hamor is derived 

from the Old English for 'hammer', which has led to the interpretation 

of Hammerwich as 'the old settlement with a smithy'. (See, for 

example, David Parsons on the Staffordshire Hoard.  

2.2 Although no physical evidence has yet been recovered which 

proves Roman settlement in Hammerwich, the presence of a major 

Roman military highway, Watling Street, only ¾-mile from the village 

would tend to support the existence of Hammerwich in Roman times, 

and excavations near Crane Brook Cottage have revealed some 

Roman remains. Domesday indicates the existence of two hamlets 

named Hammerwich.   

2.3 A desktop archaeological study by Birmingham University (in 2007), which predates the finding of the Staffordshire 

Hoard in Hammerwich, and which focused on land off Coppy Nook Lane, revealed that the study area has experienced little 

historical development, originating as heathland cleared from the Royal Cannock Forest, some of which passed into the 

ownership of the Bishop of Chester and Lichfield in the 13th century and to the Paget family (later the Marquess of Anglesey) in 

the 16th  century following the Dissolution of the Monasteries.  

2.4 Throughout its history the area appears to have remained common heathland with farmland and pasture. 

2.5 Extensive urban development to the west, associated with the rise of coal mining in the later 19th century, has not 

encroached upon the Parish, which has retained its rural, agricultural aspect. 

2.6 Today, the north-western corner of the Parish, Triangle Ward, has been built-up, providing a contrast to the village of 

Hammerwich which is surrounded by Green Belt land. The M6 Toll Road and A5 highways traverse the Parishôs southernmost 

parts, from west to east, and the Chasewater Park leisure park lies immediately to the west. 

https://finds.org.uk/staffshoardsymposium/papers/davidparsons
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2.7 The 2011 Census Neighbourhood Statistics, published by the Office for National Statistics, reveals some interesting 

facts about Hammerwich electoral ward. 3412 óusualô residents live in 1406 households but the percentage of people who are 

self-employed, work part-time or who are retired are higher in each case than the percentages for Lichfield District as a whole, 

the West Midlands percentage and the England percentage ï see below:  

 % of economically active 
in Hammerwich ward 

% of economically active 
in Lichfield District 

% of economically active in 
West Midlands 

% of economically active in 
England 

Self-employed 11.1 10.4 8.5 9.8 

Part time employed 15.2 14.6 14.0 13.7 

Retired 26.9 18.6 14.4 13.7 

Unemployed  2.3 3.4 5.1 4.4 

Full time employed 34.0 38.6 37.4 38.6 

2.8 The age profile of the Parish mirrors the economic profile above. There are fewer young people, and more people who 

are older, in Hammerwich than elsewhere. Compared to the three areas above, Hammerwichôs percentage of population in the 

age cohorts between 0 and 44 years is lower in every case. However, from 45 to 65, Hammerwich has more in these age 

cohorts than in Lichfield, West Midlands or England. Above 74, the percentages for all four areas are about the same. The 

greatest disparity occurs in the 65-74 range which accounts for 19.6% of Hammerwichôs population, but only 11.9% of Lichfieldôs, 

9.0% of the West Midlandsô and 8.6% of Englandôs.   

2.9 The very high proportion of retired and older people points to the need for planning policy to ensure that there is suitable 

housing for those who are older, and highlights the importance of good local services accessible by public transport, particularly 

for those people who may no longer be able to drive a car (or who prefer not to). The poor public transport provision in the 

Parish is detailed below in para. 8.3. 

2.10 As one would expect for a largely rural Parish, the percentage of households with no access to a car or van is very small 

ï 7.8%, compared to 13.6% for Lichfield District, 24.7% for the West Midlands and 25.8% over England as a whole.  The 

percentage of households with more than one car per household is higher than all the above areas, too. 
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(Source of all information in this section: ONS Neighbourhood Statistics ï Economic Activity, Car and Van Availability, Age 

Structure - Hammerwich Ward ï Census 2011) 
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3 Planning Framework 

3.1 Neighbourhood Plans are prepared by identifying local community ambitions whilst also paying due regard to national 

and European legislation. This includes European law on environmentally sensitive sites such as Cannock Chase Special Area 

of Conservation (SAC), and national planning advice, such as the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) and Planning 

Practice Guidance (PPG). 

3.2 Neighbourhood Plans must be in general conformity with the strategic policies of an adopted Local Plan, and they are 

examined against this adopted document.  For Lichfield District this means the Local Plan Strategy 2008-2029, which was 

adopted in February 2015. A Local Plan Allocations document was adopted in July 2019. However, LDC is currently working on 

a Local Plan 2040 for the period 2018-2040.  A significant driver for this review is the Districtôs commitment to investigate the 

options for providing part of the West Midlands conurbationôs assessed housing need. The latter is unable to provide sufficient 

land within its boundaries to meet this need. LDC has reached an advanced stage in the preparation of the review1, and so, in 

order that the Neighbourhood Plan remains up to date, the Parish Council has ensured that the Neighbourhood Planôs policies 

are in general conformity with the policies in the Review, as well as the 2015 adopted document. Whilst there is a risk that the 

Review policies could still change, the risk is mitigated by:  

(i) the likelihood of a major change in policy direction at this advanced stage being relatively small;  

(ii) close liaison with LDC at all stages of both the Neighbourhood Planôs and the Reviewôs progress; and 

(iii) the much greater risk that this NP, upon being ñmadeò or adopted, becoming almost immediately obsolete, as the new 

Local Planôs policies would have more weight. The new Local Plan also benefits from a more up to date Green Belt 

Review, published in 2019, and other relevant evidence base material, produced after the current Local Plan Strategy 

had been adopted. This new evidence material has also been cited in this Neighbourhood Plan. 

3.3 The period covered by this Neighbourhood Plan is therefore 2018-2040, so that it aligns with the Local Plan Strategy 

Review. This will ensure that the LDC evidence base used is for the same time period as this Plan. The Basic Conditions 

Statement which accompanies this Plan sets out how each of this Neighbourhood Planôs policies conform with the relevant parts 

                                                           
 
1 At the date of the publication of the Hammerwich Neighbourhood Plane examination report (31 August 2021) consultation under regulation 19 on the Local Plan 2040 
had concluded (30 August 2021) and the document had not yet been submitted for examination. 
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of both the current Local Plan Strategy and the Local Plan 2040 (as it stood at the time this Neighbourhood Plan was submitted 

to LDC). 

3.4 The process to develop a Parish Neighbourhood Plan began in March 2014 and a significant proportion of the population 

of Hammerwich has engaged with the process to provide an evidence base, which has been used to identify key issues and 

form the basis of the Plan policies. A Parish Survey was undertaken in summer 2014 and the results of this form a key part of 

the evidence base for this Plan. The key findings are set out below under ñConsultationò, the full results of this Survey can be 

found in the Evidence Base Document accompanying the Plan, and details of how the Survey was undertaken are given in the 

Consultation Statement. 

3.5 The Plan identifies local issues within the Parish and proposes policies which will be a material consideration when 

LDC determines planning applications. 

3.6 The area of the Parish is approximately 9 km2. As can be seen from the Green Belt map (Map 2 below), much of the 

Parish lies in designated Green Belt, of which a significant proportion is farmland.  Currently, the land use of the Parish is a 

mixture of farming, residential, retail and commercial.  

3.7 Future development in the Parish will need to strike a delicate balance between identified constraints and the need to 

remain sustainable, in order to ensure that it meets the needs of local people in the future.  

3.8 Unit 15 of the Chasewater and Southern Staffordshire Coalfield Heaths Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) lies in 

Hammerwich Parish (see Map 3). It is nationally important for its wet and dry lowland heath with dwarf shrubs. It is a priority 

habitat for nature conservation and needs protection from development to ensure no further loss.  The SSSI forms part of an 

ecological network between Cannock Chase to the west of the Parish and Sutton Park to the south and links between habitats 

are essential to allow the movement of species. Biodiversity within the Parish needs protecting and enhancing in line with the 

Staffordshire Biodiversity Action Plan. This is important not only for its intrinsic value but also for its role in promoting sustainable 

development and a sense of wellbeing. 

  



11 
 

MAP 2 - THE EXTENT OF GREEN BELT DESIGNATION IN THE PARISH 

 

 3.9 Pipe Hill Common Site of Biological Importance (SBI) is a small remnant of lowland heath, which is also classified for 
its biological importance.  Lowland heath is rare across the world and 80% of the UKôs habitat has been lost. Some areas were 
destroyed locally for the construction of the M6 Toll Road. 
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3.10 The Parish also lies within the Forest of Mercia area, and a substantial length of the Lichfield Canal traverses the Parish 
too. The re-opened towpath, towpath hedgerow, and restored canal channel of the Lichfield Canal contributes to the biological 
value of the area. Work progresses to improve this further, through the work of the Lichfield & Hatherton Canals Restoration 
Trust, whilst work has already been undertaken at Muckley Corner and the towpath leading westwards from the north side of 
the Boat Inn, over the Crane Brook, and to the M6 toll aqueduct. Local Plan Strategy Core Policy 13 ï Our Natural Resources 
-states: ñThe District Council will support the safeguarding of our ecological networks, includingé the Forest of Merciaé [and] 
the project associated with the restoration of the Lichfield Canaléò The Local Plan Allocations document (adopted July 2019) 
Policy IP2 safeguards the line of the Lichfield Canal. This is reiterated in Local Plan 2040 Strategic Policy 8. The Forest of 
Mercia and the Lichfield Canal both provide connected corridors for wildlife (see paras 9.7 and 9.8 below) and are identified 
as areas where there is ñconnectivity stressò (factors or features that work against the easy movement of wildlife).  
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MAP 3 - THE SITE OF BIOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE AND THE SITE OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST IN THE PARISH 
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3.11 Neither the Local Plan Strategy nor the 

Local Plan 2040 propose any growth areas or 

large-scale development within the Parish. 

Hammerwich Village is regarded as one of the 

non-specified rural villages in the Local Plan 

Strategy and a óSmaller Rural Villageô in the Local 

Plan 2040. The Local Plan Strategy - Vision for 

Rural Areas ï states: ñIn smaller villages 

flexibility will be given to local communities to 

allow small scale development to meet local 

needs through locally prepared plansò and Local 

Plan 2040 Local Policy SSV1 is similar in its 

wording. 

3.12 In the Parish Survey, maintaining the 

extent of the Green Belt was identified frequently 

in responses. National Planning Policy 

Framework (NPPF) paras 149 and 150 set out the limited range of developments that may be permissible in the Green Belt.  

The Local Plan 2040 is supported by the Green Belt Review (September 2019). (The current Local Plan Strategy is underpinned 

by an older Green Belt Review, now superseded.) The Green Belt Review assesses various parcels of Green Belt land in the 

District against the functions of Green Belt. These functions are set out in para 138 of NPPF, and are:  

a) To check the unrestricted sprawl of large built-up areas; 

b) To prevent neighbouring towns merging into one another; 

c) To assist in safeguarding the countryside from encroachment; 

d) To preserve the setting and special character of historic towns; and  

e) To assist in urban regeneration, by encouraging the recycling of derelict land and other urban land. 

3.13 The Local Plan 2040 does not propose that any land is taken out of the Green Belt in the Parish. Now that the Green 

Belt Review has taken place, as part of the preparation of the Local Plan 2040, the Green Belt boundaries must now remain 

permanent in the long term. This is in accordance with para 140 of the NPPF: 






































































