Historic Buildings Grant

Historic Buildings Grant
Grants are available for commercial or other
projects as well as private work provided
applicants are small local businesses and not large
companies. Charitable projects are also eligible for
assistance.

Eligible Works

This leaflet gives information about grants
available from the Council under the Historic
Buildings Grant Scheme for repairs to historic
buildings. Eligible buildings do not necessarily
have to be listed (though these will normally
be given priority) but they must be of
significant architectural and historic interest as
judged by the Council.
Grants are also available under a separate grant
scheme (The Lichfield Heritage Fund) for historic
building related projects that are broader in scope
than repairs alone. More information on these is
given in a separate Heritage Fund Grant leaflet.
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The main aim of historic building grants is to
encourage comprehensive, high quality traditional
repairs using materials which match the original
historic fabric. Smaller scale schemes can be
considered but only if any structural defects have
first been satisfactorily addressed. Phased schemes
may also be considered where large scale
expensive repairs to particularly important
buildings are involved.
It is less usual for interior works to be assisted
although such work may be eligible if it results from
structural repair to the exterior or is vital to the
preservation of the structure.
Conversions, routine maintenance, the provision or
renewal of services, alterations and redecoration
are not eligible.
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Level of Grant
The normal level
of assistance is
25 % of eligible
costs (which can
include
professional fees,
scaffolding costs
and VAT if not
recoverable) up
to a maximum
grant of £5000.
Higher rates may be awarded where the Council is
satisfied that urgent and important repairs cannot
be undertaken at the normal rate because of
economic circumstances.
How do I apply ?
Before making an application you are advised to
first contact the Conservation Team to discuss
eligibility. If a project is considered eligible (which
may require a site visit by a conservation officer)
an application form and accompanying guidance
notes will be provided for completion. Please
contact either Richard Preston on direct telephone
line 01543 308188, or Debbie Boffin on
01543 308203.
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Lichfield District Council Conservation Grants

Points to bear in mind
We expect work which we aid to be
sympathetic to the character and
importance of the buildings in question, and
to be done to a standard which will ensure
durability and value for money. We can
provide full technical advice on these
matters.
Do not start work before we have offered a
grant unless you have obtained our written
approval to do so. We do not pay grant for
work which has already been carried out.
For all but simple and straightforward work,
we would expect the involvement of a
professional (a qualified architect or
building surveyor) to produce a repair
specification and schedule of work upon
which to invite tenders (normally three) and
subsequently to check work and be
responsible for its certification.
You will not normally be eligible for grant
unless you have owned the building for
more than two years.

Promoting the Grant Scheme
The Council is keen to make this grant scheme
known to as many people as possible within the
District. If you know of other persons or
organisations who may benefit from an Historic
Buildings Grant please let us know.

We look forward to hearing from you.
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