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1 CONSULTATION PROCESS 

Introduction 

1.1 This Consultation Statement has been prepared to fulfil the legal obligations of the Neighbourhood 

Planning Regulations 2012 in respect of the Little Aston Neighbourhood Plan (LANP). 

1.2 The legal basis of this Consultation Statement is provided by Section 15(2) of Part 5 of the 2012 

Neighbourhood Planning Regulations, which requires that a consultation statement should: 

 contain details of the persons and bodies who were consulted about the proposed 

neighbourhood development plan; 

 explain how they were consulted; 

 summarise the main issues and concerns raised by the persons consulted; and 

 describe how these issues and concerns have been considered and, where relevant addressed 

in the proposed neighbourhood development plan. 

1.3 The policies contained in the LANP are as a result of considerable interaction and consultation with 

the community and businesses within the ward of Little Aston. Work has involved community 

groups over approximately two years, as well as surveys, public meetings and events. This has 

been overseen and coordinated by the LANP Group which was formed to lead the LANP. Views 

and interactions from this process led to the Vision and Objectives in Section 3 of the LANP, and 

subsequently therefore form the basis for the key policies set out in Sections 4 to 11 of the LANP. 

Organisational structure of the LANP  

1.4 The LANP has been prepared after extensive community involvement and engagement. The LANP 

Group has reflected the views of the community of the need for well-designed development 

principally to address local needs, along with the provision of community infrastructure.  

1.5 The structure put in place was a small Steering Group leading on work across the range of themes 

that formed the basis of the draft Neighbourhood Plan. This Steering Group met jointly with 

members of the Shenstone Neighbourhood Plan because there was a strong synergy between the 

two plans which were being prepared at the same time.  

1.6 This was supported by two working groups, one to address housing matters and the other to 

address wider community issues. In total there were 12 volunteers from the community on the 

two working groups. Of this number, three were Shenstone Parish councillors. The Steering Group 

met regularly throughout the process.   

1.7 The Working Groups met regularly, as did the Joint Steering Group and the minutes of meetings 

were made available on the Neighbourhood Plan website – www.parishneighbourhoodplan.co.uk.  

Public events and consultation activities 

1.8 The following surveys and consultation activities were undertaken as shown in Table 1.1. Examples 

of the various publicity material is shown in Appendix A.

http://www.parishneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/


  
Little Aston Neighbourhood Plan 

Consultation Statement 
 

 

2 
 

Table 1.1: List of events and engagement activities 

Date Event Venue Attendees Flyers to all 
households & 

businesses 

Posters Banners Parish 
Council 

Magazine 

Article in 
Sutton 

Coldfield 
Observer 

Details 
posted 
online 

23/04/2013 Launch Event Little Aston 
Village Hall 

61 Yes Yes No Yes Yes 12/4/13 
edition 

Yes - after 

30/09/2013 Community Engagement 
Event (Feedback on key 

issues from Working 
Groups) 

Little Aston 
School 

55 Households only Yes Yes Yes Yes 27/9/13 
edition 

Yes - after 

January 
2014 

Survey   Yes – with 
stamped address 
envelope to allow 

free return 

Yes  Yes  Yes - after 

17/03/2014 Feedback Meeting to 
present Survey Results 

Little Aston 
School 

94 Households only Yes Yes Yes No Yes - after 

18/09/2014 Presentation of Draft Plan Little Aston 
School 

60 Households only Yes Yes Yes Yes 12/9/14 
edition 

Yes - after 

 

Notes 

Posters Displayed in Official Notice Boards and local shops as well as distributed to local Groups 

Flyers Distributed to all households 

Banners 2 banners displayed at strategic locations from 2 weeks prior to the event 

Parish Council Magazine Distributed quarterly in 2014 to all households with Neighbourhood Plan updates in every edition. Also included in the 3 editions in 2015 
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Stakeholder consultations 

1.9 Throughout the process, The LANP Group worked closely with Lichfield District Council (LDC). 

Meetings were held with officers from LDC to address matters pertaining to, in particular housing 

and green belt matters. There was also an ongoing dialogue to discuss early drafts of the 

Neighbourhood Plan. 

1.10 The LANP Group submitted a formal screening request regarding the need for a Strategic 

Environmental Assessment (SEA) of the draft LANP in September 2014. LDC provided its formal 

response in October 2014, stating that an SEA was not required. A copy of the full Screening 

Report is included as part of the supporting evidence base. 

1.11 Other consultees that the Steering Group engaged with included: 

 Staffordshire County Council  

 Local landowners 

 Little Aston Residents Association 

Engaging with hard-to-reach groups 

1.12 There were no specific groups that were felt to be under-represented throughout the process. 

Attendance at the engagement events was from a wide cross section of the community that 

broadly represented the demographic mix of Little Aston. The only area that was felt to have less 

involvement that expected was from residents of Little Aston Park. In order to rectify this, 

engagement was undertaken through the Little Aston Residents Association. 



  
Little Aston Neighbourhood Plan 

Consultation Statement 

 

4 
 

2 KEY RESPONSES FROM CONSULTATION 

2.1 The Launch Event identified some of the key issues that the Working Groups then sought to 

address. This included matters such as the need for policies on residential infill development and 

for Little Aston Park.  

2.2 At the September 2013 engagement event, the findings on the key issues and the development of 

the vision was very firmly endorsed by the community.  

2.3 By January 2014, the Working Groups had clear evidence on a number of issues. In order to gather 

further evidence, a survey was sent to every household in the ward. There were nearly 450 

responses, representing 18% of those on the electoral role but a much higher proportion of 

responses when compared to the number of households. The main findings were as follows: 

 Speeding was identified as a major issue by nearly 90% of respondees, with a multitude of 

possible solutions favoured. 

 Pedestrian safety at the junction of Blake Street and Little Aston Lane was an issue for nearly 

80% of respondees, with pedestrian-controlled lights the clearly favoured solution.  

 Nearly 85% of respondees were against development in back gardens and that development 

densities should be the same as existing. 

 60% of respondees considered that Little Aston needed more community facilities. A similar 

percentage considered that the area to the north of Little Aston Lane between the Village 

Hall/Tennis Club/Bowls Club and the Recreation Ground should be designated as a public 

recreation facility. 

 55% of respondees said there should be more recreational facilities for young people. 

 76% of respondees said that better broadband access was needed. 

 Light pollution was an issue for nearly 85% of respondees.  

2.4 The survey is shown in Appendix B. 
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3 REGULATION 14 PRE-SUBMISSION CONSULTATION 

3.1 The Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group finalised the Draft LANP in October 2014. The Regulation 

14 Pre-Submission Consultation ran for a six-week period from 3rd November 2014 to 14th 

December 2014. A coordinated publicity campaign was undertaken which comprised: 

 A notice and link to the plan was added to the Little Aston Neighbourhood Plan website 

(http://www.essexinfo.net/Little Aston-parish-council/Little Aston-neighbourhood-

developme/Little Aston-neighbourhood-developme-2/) 

 Notifications were sent to statutory and non-statutory consultees via email (where possible) 

or hard copy letter if no email address was available (see below). 

 A public notice was put up on the noticeboards around the ward. This is shown in Appendix 

C. 

Distribution to Statutory and Non-Statutory Consultees 

3.2 In accordance with requirements of the Neighbourhood Planning Regulations, relevant statutory 

consultees were notified by letter.  In addition, a range of parties that the Steering Group 

considered were likely to have an interest in the plan were also written to. All parties were advised 

to download a copy of the plan, but were advised that hard copies could be issued on request.  

3.3 The full list of statutory consultees that were written to is as follows: 

Consultee 
Lichfield District Council 

Environment Agency 

English Heritage 

Natural England 

Marine Management Organisation 

Western Power Transmission 

National Grid 

South Staffordshire Water 

Severn Trent Water 

NHS Property Services 

Network Rail 

Cannock Chase Clinical Commissioning Group 

South Staffordshire & Seisdon Clinical Commissioning Group 

North Staffordshire Clinical Commissioning Group 

Staffordshire County Council 

Homes and Communities Agency 

East Staffordshire Borough Council 

South Derbyshire District Council 

NW Leicestershire District Council 

North Warwickshire Borough Council 

Tamworth District Council 

Birmingham City Council 

Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council 

Cannock Chase District Council 

Highways Agency 

Streetly ward councillors 

Aldridge ward councillors 

Four Oaks ward councillors 

Brownhills ward councillors 

Little Aston Golf Club 

http://www.essexinfo.net/boxted-parish-council/boxted-neighbourhood-developme/boxted-neighbourhood-developme-2/
http://www.essexinfo.net/boxted-parish-council/boxted-neighbourhood-developme/boxted-neighbourhood-developme-2/
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Consultee 
Aston Wood Golf Club 

Spire Healthcare Little Aston 

Little Aston Community Association 

Little Aston Village Hall 

Little Aston Residents Association 

Pegasus Group 

PM Dodd - landowner 

 

3.4 A copy of the email sent to the statutory bodies is shown in Appendix C.  

Responses 

3.5 In total there were 6 respondents to the Pre-Submission Consultation. This reflected a mixture of 

landowners and other stakeholders. 

3.6 The schedule of comments and the respective responses made are shown in Appendix D. As a 

result, the Submission LANP has been appropriately amended.  
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LITTLE ASTON SURVEY QUESTIONNAIRE RESULTS 

 

FEEDBACK MEETING AT LITTLE ASTON SCHOOL 

 

MONDAY 17TH MARCH 

FROM 7.00 – 9.00pm 

Thank you all for your responses to the recent survey. The results are viewable online, visit: 
www.parishneighbourhoodplan.co.uk  

We received 447 responses that show that we all really care about our community and want to 
see the unique character of Little Aston maintained going forward. 

We now need to use these results to shape the options for the emerging Neighbourhood Plan.  

There has been a further joint meeting of the Working Groups led by Roy Boffy & Dominic 
Crowley and we will be presenting options for further discussion and approval in principle at 

Little Aston School, Forge Lane, on 17th March 2014 from 7.00pm.  

The format of the meeting will be a rolling drop in meeting with all the results available for perusal 
along with the emerging options clearly displayed.  

Working Group members will be available from 7.00pm onwards to discuss any issues and listen 
to your views. 

You will not be surprised that traffic issues were among the major concerns and these are being 
addressed by Lichfield District Council. Traffic surveys (sponsored by the Parish Council) were 
conducted at various locations across the whole of Shenstone Civil Parish Wards in the first 
week of February and these should enable the Highways Department to look at solutions.  

Please do try and attend (and also remind your neighbours) as we will have 1 chance to pull 
together a consensual Neighbourhood Plan and it is important that it represents the views of the 
whole community. 

Following on from this meeting we will be in a position, along with help and advice from our 
consultants (Navigus Planning), to finalise an initial draft of the Neighbourhood Plan with the aim 
of having a working draft document to present to you all by the end of July 

If you have any queries or comment please Email them to me at dave.morris271@gmail.com  

Thank you all again for your time and contributions  

Dave Morris 

Little Aston Neighbourhood Plan Leader 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 

LITTLE ASTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – 

PRE-SUBMISSION CONSULTATION 

 As part of the requirements of the Localism Act 2011 and Regulation 

14 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012, 

Shenstone Parish Council is undertaking Pre-Submission Consultation 

on the Little Aston Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP).  

We are hereby seeking your views on the Draft NDP. The plan can be 

viewed here: www.parishneighbourhoodplan.co.uk under the Little 

Aston tab. A hard copy is available at The Parish Council office. 

The pre-submission consultation commenced on the 3rd November 

and the closing date for representations is the 14thDecember at 23.59. 

 

Representations can either be emailed to Sue Nelson at 

 

admin@shenstone-staffs.gov.uk  

 

or sent by post to: 

 

Shenstone Parish Council, 25C Main Street, SHENSTONE, WS14 

0LZ 

 

Yours sincerely 

S. Nelson 

Parish Clerk 

 
 

http://www.parishneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/
mailto:admin@shenstone-staffs.gov.uk
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ConsultationMailOct14  

 

LITTLE ASTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – PRE-SUBMISSION CONSULTATION 

 

 Dear Consultee 

As part of the requirements of the Localism Act 2011 and Regulation 14 of the Neighbourhood 
Planning (General) Regulations 2012, Shenstone Parish Council is undertaking Pre-Submission 
Consultation on the Little Aston Draft Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP). As a body that we 
are required to consult, we are hereby seeking your views on the Draft NDP. The plan can be viewed 
here: www.parishneighbourhoodplan.co.uk under the Little Aston tab. A hard copy can be provided 
on request.  
 
The pre-submission consultation runs for a period of six weeks. The closing date for representations 
is 14th December 2014 at 23.59. Representations can either be emailed to Sue Nelson at 
 
admin@shenstone-staffs.gov.uk  
or sent by post to: 
Shenstone Parish Council, 25C Main Street, SHENSTONE, WS14 0LZ 
 
Yours sincerely 

S. Nelson 
Parish Clerk 
 

http://www.parishneighbourhoodplan.co.uk/
mailto:admin@shenstone-staffs.gov.uk
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LITTLE ASTON NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN: PRE-SUBMISSION CONSULTATION COMMENTS 

Ref. 
No.  

Contact Name and 
Organisation 

Part(s) of the 
Plan to which 
comments apply 

Comments or Concerns Response Changes to 
Neighbourhood 
Plan 

1 Staffordshire 
County Council 

Transport/ 
Movement 
 

The County Council Community Highway Liaison team have been in 
discussions with the Parish Council over a number of transport issues most 
recently a traffic strategy for the area. In relation to MOV1 the general principle 
of the Policy is supported however with regards to the circular 
jogging/cycling/walking route we believe further discussions are required 
regarding evidence on safety.  
 

The safety of such provision 
would best be dealt with as 
part of any detailed planning 
application. 

No change 

2 Staffordshire 
County Council 

Transport/ 
Movement 
 

It is also noted that part of the proposed route falls within Stonnall outside of 
the plan area. Stonnall are also preparing a Neighbourhood Plan and their 
latest draft doesn’t include any consideration of this proposed route, which 
therefore brings into question its deliverability. 

Further discussions were 
made with the Stonnall 
Neighbourhood Plan team and 
they confirmed that they were 
supportive of the proposals. 
However, because their 
Neighbourhood plan had 
already been submitted to 
LDC, they were unable to 
include it in the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 

Reflect this position 
in the supporting 
text to Policy 
MOV1. 

3 Staffordshire 
County Council 

Transport/ 
Movement 
 

Policy MOV2 refers to the support for the provision of new bus stops and 
shelters with specific mention to the north side of Aldridge Road.  We have no 
objection to the principle of support for new bus stops but the plan should 
acknowledge that the site constraints on the north side of Aldridge Road may 
preclude the provision of a new bus stop in that location 

This is noted and agreed.  Reference in Policy 
MOV2 to “…nearer 
to Little Aston 
Hospital…” will be 
deleted. 

4 Staffordshire 
County Council 

Ecology There is a lack within the plan of consideration of protection or enhancement of 
biodiversity, contrary to the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) . 
NPPF s.109 states: “The planning system should contribute to and enhance 
the natural and local environment by:…. minimising impacts on biodiversity and 
providing net gains in biodiversity where possible, contributing to the 
Government’s commitment to halt the overall decline in biodiversity, including 
by establishing coherent ecological networks that are more resilient to current 
and future pressures;”  s.117 states: “To minimise impacts on biodiversity and 
geodiversity, planning policies should: 
 
• identify and map components of the local ecological networks, 
including the hierarchy of international, national and locally designated sites of 
importance for biodiversity, wildlife corridors and stepping stones that connect 

Whilst this is noted in respect 
of considering matters relating 
to the screening of the need 
for a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA), these 
were not matters raised by the 
community so it would be 
inappropriate to include 
policies without evidence that 
they have come from the 
community engagement. 

No change 
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Ref. 
No.  

Contact Name and 
Organisation 

Part(s) of the 
Plan to which 
comments apply 

Comments or Concerns Response Changes to 
Neighbourhood 
Plan 

them and areas identified by local partnerships for habitat restoration or 
creation; 
• promote the preservation, restoration and re-creation of priority 
habitats, ecological networks and the protection and recovery of priority 
species populations, linked to national and local targets, and identify suitable 
indicators for monitoring biodiversity in the plan; 
• aim to prevent harm to geological conservation interests; 
 
Little Aston is located adjacent to Sutton Park and is an area where there is 
high potential to enhance ecological networks in accordance with Natural 
England priorities, by creation or restoration of heathland habitats. Measures 
could be secured through the development management system, given policy 
support.  These would increase environmental value and provide increased 
opportunities for local people to experience contact with wildlife close to home.   

5 Staffordshire 
County Council 

Historic 
Environment 

The historic environment is not currently well represented within the 
Neighbourhood Plan for Little Aston, although section 1 provides a clear 
overview of its history. It is also noted that actions have been identified to 
ensure the protection and enhancement of the character of the Conservation 
Area throughout the Plan.  However, the plan does not take account of the 
other national and locally designated heritage assets which lie within the Ward.  
Above and below ground archaeological remains are also not considered 
within the Neighbourhood Plan.   
 
The contribution of Little Aston’s historic environment to the Ward’s sense of 
place and local character could be highlighted through the inclusion of one or 
more specific historic environment policies.  A number of resources exist which 
could be consulted in order to strengthen the historic environment aspects of 
the Neighbourhood Plan and which could support the inclusion of specific 
policies.  These comprise: 
 
• Staffordshire Historic Environment Record (HER) an overview of what 
is included in this database can be found at  
www.staffordshire.gov.uk/historic-environment-record 
• The Historic Environment Landscape Character Assessment for 
Lichfield District which includes an over view of the archaeology, built heritage 
and historic landscape character of much of the Ward.  This can be 
downloaded from 
http://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/info/856/local_plan/1014/evidence_base/10  
(under Assessment for Little Aston) 

Whilst this is noted in respect 
of considering matters relating 
to the screening of the need 
for a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA), these 
were not matters raised by the 
community so it would be 
inappropriate to include 
policies without evidence that 
they have come from the 
community engagement. 

No change 
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Ref. 
No.  

Contact Name and 
Organisation 

Part(s) of the 
Plan to which 
comments apply 

Comments or Concerns Response Changes to 
Neighbourhood 
Plan 

• Totty, R (ed.). 2009. ‘A landscape survey of the parish of Shenstone’. 
The Staffordshire Archaeological and Historical Society 

6 Staffordshire 
County Council 

Heritage assets The Neighbourhood Plan identifies the existence of the Little Aston 
Conservation Area, but does not depict its area nor the areas identified for 
amendment under the Neighbourhood Plan.  No reference or map is provided 
to any other designated heritage assets of which there are a number within the 
Ward.  These designated heritage assets comprise 12 Nationally Listed (Grade 
II) Buildings and 21 Locally Listed Buildings (administered by Lichfield District 
Council) as well as the Conservation Area.  It is advised that a policy be 
devised which aims to protect and enhance the national and local designated 
heritage assets within the Ward and their contribution to the local character of 
the settlement. 
 
A further historic environment policy is advised for inclusion within the 
Neighbourhood Plan to take account of the significant potential for the survival 
of above and below ground archaeology across the Ward.  This would take 
particular account of the line of the Roman road whose presence is noted in 
section 1.  The archaeological character of the Ward is referenced within the 
Historic Environment Landscape Character Assessment for Lichfield District 
mentioned above. 

Whilst this is noted in respect 
of considering matters relating 
to the screening of the need 
for a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA), these 
were not matters raised by the 
community so it would be 
inappropriate to include 
policies without evidence that 
they have come from the 
community engagement. 

No change 

7 Staffordshire 
County Council 

Historic landscape 
character 

The historic landscape character of the Ward, whilst impacted by more recent 
farming practices, the creation of the golf courses and residential development 
does contain areas where historic landscape features contribute to the local 
rural character.  An overview of the historic landscape character of the Ward is 
provided within the Historic Environment Landscape Character Assessment for 
Lichfield District mentioned above.  What survives is characterised by 18th-
19th century changes which occurred under the influence of the Little Aston 
estate.  As well as the remnant parkland there are a number of 18th-19th 
century planned field systems and also a number of historic rectilinear 
woodlands/copses which are also closely associated with the alterations o the 
landscape carried out during these two centuries.  The survival of these 
woodlands also reflect the historic planned nature of the earlier enclosure even 
where its legibility has been impacted by late 20th century farming practices.  
Should a policy which seeks to address the protection and enhancement of the 
local landscape character (cf. Landscape comment below) then an 
understanding and identification of the surviving historic elements could 
incorporated into this policy.  
 
Examples of Neighbourhood Plans which contain strong historic environment 
policies include the adopted Chaddesley Corbett Neighbourhood Plan 

Whilst this is noted in respect 
of considering matters relating 
to the screening of the need 
for a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA), these 
were not matters raised by the 
community so it would be 
inappropriate to include 
policies without evidence that 
they have come from the 
community engagement. 

No change 
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Ref. 
No.  

Contact Name and 
Organisation 

Part(s) of the 
Plan to which 
comments apply 

Comments or Concerns Response Changes to 
Neighbourhood 
Plan 

http://www.chaddesleyplan.org.uk/ and the Stonnall Ward Neighbourhood Plan 
(currently out for consultation) 
http://www.lichfielddc.gov.uk/downloads/file/6151/neighbourhood_plan_docum
ent 

8 Staffordshire 
County Council 

Landscape The Little Aston Neighbourhood Plan fails to adequately address protection 
and enhancement of rural areas within the Plan boundaries, relying on the 
Green Belt Policy GB1, which is specific in its requirements.  The policy should 
require permitted developments to be sustainably designed to a high quality 
with a requirement for environmental and biodiversity enhancement in order to 
maintain and improve the quality of the landscape.   
 
According to the Staffordshire Landscape Assessment (2001) the northern half 
of the ward falls within the landscape character type ‘Sandstone Estatelands in 
Cannock Chase and Cankwood’; the resulting landscape policy objective is 
landscape enhancement.  This area has already suffered some erosion of 
strength of character and loss of condition of landscape elements, resulting in 
a landscape of medium quality.  Sensitive habitat creation and tree planting 
which enhances the landscape character would be considered appropriate. 
Retaining and maintaining ancient and diverse hedgerows and hedgerow trees 
are important to protect the landscape character of this area.  Hedgerow 
restoration schemes, new hedgerow and native broadleaf hedgerow tree 
planting all positively contribute towards enhancing and maintaining the rural 
context of the future landscape. 

Whilst this is noted in respect 
of considering matters relating 
to the screening of the need 
for a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment (SEA), these 
were not matters raised by the 
community so it would be 
inappropriate to include 
policies without evidence that 
they have come from the 
community engagement. 

No change 

9 Staffordshire 
County Council 

Broadband 
infrastructure 

We support the general intentions in Policy BBD1 to improve Broadband 
Infrastructure. However, the policy and paragraph 10.5 need to be changed as 
BT is not the only provider of broadband infrastructure and the Plan may 
therefore be breaching other legislation. We also feel that in instances where 
developers cannot provide immediate access as set out in the Policy then the 
Policy should require that developers ensure that the underground ducting etc. 
is in place to facilitate future provision without the need to excavate footways or 
private drives. The following changes are suggested: 
 
1. In paragraph 10.13 where it states ‘…developers have not contacted 
BT’ this should be changed to …developers have not contacted Next 
Generation Access (NGA) Network providers. 
2. Policy CO4 should be changed as follows with text to be deleted 
struck through and new text in red – ‘On sites allocated for residential 
development in the Plan all new properties should be served by a superfast 
broadband (fibre optic) connection installed on an open access basis. 
Elsewhere in the Plan area all other new buildings should be served with this 

Agree with this 
recommendation 

The changes 
suggested will be 
made to Policy 
BBD1. 
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Ref. 
No.  

Contact Name and 
Organisation 

Part(s) of the 
Plan to which 
comments apply 

Comments or Concerns Response Changes to 
Neighbourhood 
Plan 

standard of connection when available unless it can be demonstrated through 
consultation with British Telecom NGA Network providers that this would not 
be either possible, practical or economically viable. In such circumstances 
sufficient and suitable ducting should be provided within the site and to the 
property to facilitate ease of installation at a future date. 

10 Staffordshire 
County Council 

Non land use 
actions 

Reference to the conservation area have been covered above. With regards 

signage there are statutory guidelines that have to be adhered to for signage 

placed in the public highway therefore further consultation with the Highway 

Authority is necessary. 

Agreed Extra text added 
into Section 12 

11 Staffordshire 
County Council 

Non land use 
actions 

It is also worth noting that Lichfield District Council are preparing a Community 

Infrastructure Levy (CIL) Charging Schedule and once adopted, with a 

Neighbourhood Plan in Place the Parish Council will begin to receive a 

proportion of the CIL receipts from development within the Parish. The Plan 

should recognise that this new source of funding could be channelled towards 

infrastructure projects within the Parish as well as considering historically 

traditional sources of funding. 

Agreed Extra text added 
into Section 12 

12 Highways Agency General Thank you for consulting the Highways Agency on the Pre-Submission version 

of the Little Aston Neighbourhood Plan. The Highways Agency (HA) is 

responsible for operating and improving the Strategic Road Network (SRN) in 

England and is keen to engage in all aspects of the Neighbourhood Plan 

preparation process to identify and support sustainable development patterns 

and to help preserve the safety and efficiency of the network. 

There are no parts of the Strategic Road Network that run through or around 

Little Aston and it is noted that there are no development sites identified within 

the document, such as would give rise to any material impact on the SRN. 

Bearing this in mind it is still important that the Highways Agency monitors future 

development within the ward, to ensure the acceptability of any highways 

impacts arising and to secure sustainable transport outcomes. 

It is noted that key roads that surround and run through the ward are under 

pressure, and that a number of key transport issues have been identified. The 

measures included in Chapter 7 which include the provision of dedicated 

footpaths and cycle paths and improvements to public transport accord with the 

Noted No change 
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Highways Agency commitment to reducing vehicular journeys and increasing 

sustainable transport habits and with the National Planning Policy Framework 

para. 35. 

Having reviewed the vision, proposals and policies of draft Little Aston’s 

Neighbourhood Plan, it is considered that the implementation of the Plan is 

unlikely to affect any of the Highways Agency’s assets and as such, no 

objections are raised. Should Shenstone Parish Council need assistance from 

the Highways Agency with regard to any transport elements of the 

Neighbourhood Plan the Highways Agency will endeavour to work 

collaboratively. 

13 Natural England General Natural England is a non-departmental public body. Our statutory purpose is to 

ensure that the natural environment is conserved, enhanced, and managed for 

the benefit of present and future generations, thereby contributing to sustainable 

development. 

Natural England is a statutory consultee in neighbourhood planning and must 

be consulted on draft neighbourhood development plans by the Parish/Town 

Councils or Neighbourhood Forums where they consider our interests would be 

affected by the proposals made. 

Natural England does not have any specific comments on this draft 

neighbourhood plan. 

Noted No change 

14 Little Aston Golf 
Club 

General Little Aston Golf Club is one of the oldest, best known and highly rated golf 
clubs in the UK.  It was ranked 28th in a recent survey of golf courses in 
England. It is one of the most significant features of the parish of Little Aston, is 
an attraction to golfers throughout the UK and reflects the high quality and 
special character of Little Aston. 
 
It contributes to the local economy by being one of the largest employers in the 
area and additionally by attracting a significant number of visitors. 
 
The course was laid out in 1908 and over the years has hosted many 
professional and amateur tournaments.  In the post war years it was the venue 
many times for the Dunlop Masters, a major international professional event. 

These comments are 
considered to be outwith the 
Neighbourhood Plan. It was 
recommended to the 
representors that they 
approach Lichfield District 
council to discuss specific 
matters of this nature. 

No change. 
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Those interested in golf may know that it was at Little Aston that Peter Alliss 
won his first professional tournament. Most recently it hosted the English Open 
for Amateurs in 2011 and next year will host the Carris Trophy (the English 
Open for Boys) as well as the Staffordshire Ladies competition.  
 
The Club is owned by its members who are both ladies and men, and the Club 
has complete equality between the sexes.  Its main source of income is fees 
from members and visitors. 
 
The Club has invested heavily over past decades to enable the course to be 
maintained to the highest standards and retain its position as a leading club.  
This investment continues and in the last six months £350,000 has been spent 
in extending the greenkeeper’s buildings and replacing the irrigation system. 
The clubhouse and its facilities are now very dated and need to be modernised 
and improved to enable the club to retain its prestigious status. 
The Club has no obvious entrance and no sense of welcome.  Men and 
women must enter the Club through their own changing rooms. 
Disabled access is poor; changing, visitor and catering facilities are all now 
below standard.  The requirements of visitors are changing, with more mixed 
golf being played and society adopting a more casual style of dress.  It is many 
years since the clubhouse was last refurbished. In order to maintain the Club’s 
status as a leading venue, the clubhouse needs a fitting entrance with greatly 
improved men’s, ladies’ and visitors’ locker rooms, reception rooms and 
catering facilities. 
 
The Club owns a small area of land adjoining Little Aston Hall Drive. This land 
is surplus to requirements and could be released for residential development of 
an appropriate scale and type, in order to generate capital for the improvement 
of the Club House and Golf Course facilities. 
The area of land concerned is relatively small (one hectare) and the proposed 
development would represent limited infilling in the green belt, as the following 
aerial photograph shows: 
 
           
The site is secluded and well screened, and would be visible to only a few 
residents of Little Aston, as the following photograph shows: 
                
 
The site could be developed in a sympathetic manner for appropriate small 
scale high quality development to meet the needs of the community, 
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particularly in relation to the provision of smaller dwellings for younger couples, 
or those families wishing to downsize. This is a recognised need in the 
Preliminary Neighbourhood Plan Consultations. 
Core Policy 1 of the Emerging Lichfield District Local Plan: Strategy accepts 
that minor changes to the Green Belt boundaries may be appropriate for all 
settlements within the green belt, with the precise boundaries being 
determined through the Local Plan Allocations Document or through a 
Neighbourhood Plan. Core Policy 1 also sets out that limited infill development 
will be allowed in green belt villages with appropriate “infill” boundaries being 
determined through community consultation in preparing the Local Plan 
Allocations document. 
It is acknowledged that the existing draft Neighbourhood Plan purports to 
impose an embargo on all new development within the Green Belt based upon 
the views of local residents. The site in question is small in area and less 
conspicuous than those previously identified opportunity sites within the Green 
Belt. It could be developed without bringing about the problems of excessive 
expansion, sprawl and danger of coalescence associated with the 
development of the sites previously identified by the council and which would 
undermine the purposes of the green belt. 
We would welcome the opportunity to discuss the proposals further with the 
Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 

15 Coal Authority General 

 

Noted No change 

16 Lichfield District 
Council 

General LDC generally welcomes the policies within the pre-submission version of the 
Little Aston Neighbourhood Plan. The plan is a well presented and structured 
document and provides clear reasoning for the planning policies included 
within it. The District Council notes that comments it made to previous drafts of 
the neighbourhood plan have been considered and amendments have been 
made in respect of these comments. These changes have addressed a 
number of points raised previously. As such the District Council has little 
comment to make at this stage. The District Council thanks the Parish Council 
for the opportunity to provide comments on the plan prior to this formal pre-
submission stage. 

Noted No change 
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17 Lichfield District 
Council 

General Local Government Boundary Commission for England Final Recommendations: 

The District Council is aware of the final recommendations of the Boundary 

Commission in relation to the electoral wards within Lichfield District. This 

recommends that Little Aston and Stonnall Wards are merged to form one ward. 

Whilst this change has yet to take place it is worth noting the likely change in 

Ward arrangements. As the designated Neighbourhood Areas are based on the 

current wards and do not overlap it is considered that the designated areas 

remain appropriate. However any reference to the ‘Wards’ in the Neighbourhood 

Plan should be changed to the Neighbourhood Area to ensure this is clear. 

Details can be found via the Boundary Commission website; 

http://www.lgbce.org.uk/current-reviews/west-midlands/staffs/lichfield-fer. 

Noted Changes made 

18 Lichfield District 
Council 

Introduction Paragraph 1.1 First Sentence – Change sentence to say “This document 

represents the Neighbourhood Plan for Little Aston. It represents one part of the 

development plan for the neighbourhood area over the period 2014 to 2029…”. 

This will ensure conformity with the Boundary Commission recommendations. 

Paragraph 1.3 Penultimate sentence – change ‘future of the ward’ – to ‘future of 

the neighbourhood area’. 

Paragraph 1.4 – delete “which is contiguous with the boundary of Little Aston 

ward”. Replace Map with a map showing the designated neighbourhood area 

rather than the ward. (Example map appended for your use). 

Paragraph 1.5 first sentence - delete “within the ward”. 

Noted and agreed. 
 
 

Changes made as 
requested 

19 Lichfield District 
Council 

Local Context Paragraphs 2.12, 2.13 – Capital D for Lichfield District. 

Paragraph 2.33 – Capital P for Shenstone Parish. 

Para 2.41 – Replace ‘ward’ with ‘Neighbourhood Area’. 

Noted and agreed. 
 

Changes made as 
requested 

20 Lichfield District 
Council 

Vision Paragraph 3.1 – Replace ‘ward’ with ‘Neighbourhood Area’. Noted and agreed. 
 

Changes made as 
requested 
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Vision Third Paragraph - Replace ‘ward’ with ‘Neighbourhood Area’. 

21 Lichfield District 
Council 

Green Belt Paragraph 4.1 - Replace ‘ward’ with ‘Neighbourhood Area’. 
 
Paragraph 4.7 – Delete ‘ward’ from the final sentence. 
 
Policy BB1 - Replace ‘ward’ with ‘Neighbourhood Area’. 

Noted and agreed. 
 

Changes made as 
requested 

22 Lichfield District 
Council 

Cannock Chase 
SAC 

The inclusion of Policy SAC1: Cannock Chase Special Area of Conservation is 

welcomed. This ensures that development will have regard to the Cannock 

Chase SAC. 

Noted No change 

23 Lichfield District 
Council 

Housing Paragraph 6.3 – Replace both uses of ‘ward’ with ‘Neighbourhood Area’. Noted and agreed. 
 

Changes made as 
requested 

24 Lichfield District 
Council 

Little Aston Park Paragraph 7.3 – The Local Plan Strategy continues to save policy SA.6 of the 

1998 Lichfield District Local Plan to be considered at the Allocations stage of 

the Local Plan. As such the statement that policy SA.6 will no longer apply is 

not accurate. Sentence could be rewritten to say; “Save Policy SA.6 is to be 

considered through the Local Plan Allocations process, However, the 

community of Little Aston has made it clear that it considers the policy should 

continue to apply and as such be included within their Neighbourhood Plan”. 

Accept the principle of what is 
being said, but the suggested 
wording needs to be slightly 
modified to make clear that the 
Local Plan Allocations process 
cannot subsequently remove 
the policy. 

Remove the second 
sentence of para 
7.3. 
Include the wording 
suggested in the 
rest of the 
paragraph, with 
some minor 
changes. 

25 Lichfield District 
Council 

Movement Paragraph 8.3 - Replace ‘ward boundary’ with ‘Neighbourhood Area’. Noted and agreed. 
 

Changes made as 
requested 

26 Lichfield District 
Council 

Community hub Paragraph 9.1 - Replace ‘ward’ with ‘Neighbourhood Area’. Noted and agreed. 
 

Changes made as 
requested 

27 Lichfield District 
Council 

Community hub Make clear that any built development relating to the Community Hub would 

have to provide ‘very special’ circumstances if located within the Green Belt. 

This could be linked to the NPPF which sets out what is and what is not 

appropriate development. 

Noted and agreed. Additional para 
added to the policy 
justification and 
additional text 
added to Policy 
CMH1. 

28 Lichfield District 
Council 

Light pollution Paragraph 11.1 - Replace ‘ward’ with ‘Neighbourhood Area’. Noted and agreed. 
 

Changes made as 
requested 
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