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Executive summary
ES 1

PMP was appointed in December 2005 by Lichfield District Council (‘the Council’) to
carry out a District wide playing pitch strategy. In addition, it was requested that an
examination of outdoor bowls and tennis in the area be undertaken.

ES 2

The key areas of the study included:

ES 3

•

analysing the current level of pitch provision within the District

•

assisting the Council in meeting the requirements for playing pitches in
accordance with the methodology developed by Sport England in conjunction
with the Central Council for Physical Recreation (CCPR)

•

providing information for decision-making and future development proposals
in the District of Lichfield and informing the contents of other strategies
currently being developed by the Council.

The methodology to collect data on the above facilities included the following:
Desk research:

Review of key local, regional and national strategic documents and
previous research undertaken in the District

Consultation:

Internally (with Council officers) and externally

Schools survey:

All schools located within the District were sent a postal survey.
After the initial response, all non-respondents were followed-up by
telephone to achieve a 100% response rate

Club survey:

All sports clubs playing within, or close to, the District boundaries
were sent a postal survey

Site visits:

A sample of key sites across the District were visited.

ES 4

The new playing pitch strategy outlined in ‘Towards a level playing field: a manual for
the production of a playing pitch strategy’ (Sport England, 2003) was applied to the
playing pitch data to assess the level of pitch supply in Lichfield.

ES 5

The results of the playing pitch modelling were combined with the qualitative data
(from the desk research, consultation and site visits) to provide a series of
recommendations and actions for Lichfield District. The analysis and
recommendations are based on four major analysis areas of the Burntwood,
Lichfield, Rural North and Rural South. These are illustrated in Figure ES.1 below.

A Playing Pitch Strategy for Lichfield District

Page i

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Figure ES.1 Analysis areas of Lichfield

ES 6

An action plan for playing pitches is set out in Table ES.1 below. Detailed
conclusions and recommendations for playing pitches can be found in Section six of
the report.

ES 7

Our recommendations, outlined in Table ES.1 are directed at the Council as the lead
organisation in ensuring the future provision of pitches is balanced, meets the needs
of the community and is protected for future generations. However, it is absolutely
vital that all partners (ie relevant Council departments and the clubs) in the District
work together to address the issues highlighted in this strategy.
Tennis and bowls

ES 8

PMP were also asked to analyse the supply and demand of outdoor tennis and bowls
in the District. The main findings were:
•

a local standard of 0.017 per 1,000 population for bowling greens and 0.547
per 1,000 population for tennis courts should be set

•

there are large accessibility gaps in many parts of the District however
qualitative improvements should be focused upon, particularly in the
Burntwood area

•

monies raised from the two local standards should be used for increasing the
quality of existing facilities and, should the quantity of monies allow, for the
long term planning of new facilities in areas currently without access.
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Table ES.1 Action Plan for Lichfield Playing Pitches (derived from Recommendations 1-4 and solutions contained in Tables 6.2-6.6)
What?

Where?

Why?

When?

Funding?

Who?

Outline costs

Recommendation 1 – The Council should seek to safeguard all pitches in all analysis areas. Pitch disposals in such scenarios should only be
considered if superior pitch provision is proposed.
Action 1
The Council should
protect all pitches in
the District through
local development
framework policies

District wide
and especially
the Lichfield
and
Burntwood
analysis
areas.

To protect pitches from
housing and other
developments

High-priority

N/a

Council

N/a

Recommendation 2 – The Council should seek to secure formal community use agreements where possible with local schools where the
community already has access to facilities in order to secure their usage for the medium and long term. In addition the Council should seek to
identify further opportunities for the community to use school facilities.
Action 2
Council to work to
secure formal
community use
agreements with all
local schools where
the community
already has access
to facilities
Action 3
Approach schools
with appropriate
facilities that
currently have no
community use to
establish whether or
not this is an option
for future community
provision

District-wide

Guarantee access to
facilities in order to
eliminate deficiencies of
particular pitch types

High-priority

Council to support
any external funding
applications

Council/local schools

N/a

District-wide

Guarantee access to
facilities in order to
eliminate deficiencies of
particular pitch types

Medium-priority
except in rural
areas without
provision where
this should be a
high priority

Council to support
any funding
applications

Council/local schools

N/a
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What?

Where?

Why?

When?

Funding?

Who?

Outline costs

Recommendation 3 – The Council should consider re-designating a proportion of the adult pitches for other sports with an identified shortfall
(eg mini-soccer), where another solution has not been identified.
District-wide
Teams using the incorrect Ongoing
N/a
Council
N/a
Action 4
Pitches in Lichfield
pitches (eg junior
are not being fully
footballers on an adult
utilised at present,
football pitch) risk
redesignating a
hindering skill
number of pitches
development as well as
would be beneficial
degrading the quality of
for all standards of
pitches.
performance
Recommendation 4 – The Council should seek to ensure that through the application of planning policies the recreational needs of future
residents within residential proposals are appropriately met. In this respect Section 106 planning obligations potentially could be used.
Action 5
Where appropriate,
the Council should
use monies from
Section 106
agreements for new
provision and
improvements to
current provision
(including
maintenance). All
other funding
sources should also
be investigated.

District wide

This would remove some
of the financial burden
from the Council from
pitch provision in the
District.
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Ongoing

Developers and
external agencies

Council

n/a
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What?

Where?

Why?

When?

Funding?

Who?

Outline costs

District Wide
A number of clubs will
Medium-term
Sport England and
Council to lead
New water based
Action 6
other external
STP for hockey
need new pitches in the
The Council to work
agencies so as the
club would be
next decade if they are to
with clubs to best
national lottery and
circa £800,000.
continue to grow. This is
accommodate their
national governing
New rugby pitch
especially for private clubs
needs for new pitch
who have their own
bodies
would be circa
provision or
pitches.
£60,000 (2006
improvements to the
prices).
quality of their
existing facilities
Recommendation 5 – Utilise a number of the identified under utilised pitches to use as a strategic reserve and to improve quality through a
quality maintenance routine.
District-wide
To help improve quality/
Ongoing
N/a
Council
N/a
Action 7
Games should be
availability of pitches
rotated around all
available pitches
Recommendation 6 – The Council should adopt a local standard of 1.06 pitches per 1,000 population for all areas of the District
Action 8
Council to assist in
increasing playing
pitch provision so
that a local playing
pitch standard of
1.04ha/1,000
population can be
reached by 2021
Additional actions
(from solutions in
Table 6.2-6.5)

District-wide

This is based on the
identified needs for playing
pitches in each of the
analysis areas
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Ongoing

Sport England
Lottery Fund,
Football Foundation,
Rugby Football
Foundation &
Developer
contributions

All stakeholders

n/a
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
What?
Action 9
The Council should
evaluate the longterm potential of
providing a sports
village within the
District

Where?

Why?

District wide
but especially
the Lichfield
and Burntwood
analysis areas

Would allow rationalisation
of pitches and would help
increase club linkages
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When?
Ongoing

Funding?
Council, Football
Foundation, national
governing bodies

Who?
Council

Outline costs
£2m to £6m
dependent upon
facilities
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SECTION 1
INTRODUCTION

SECTION 1 – INTRODUCTION

Introduction
1.1

PMP was appointed in December 2005 by Lichfield District Council (‘the Council’) to
carry out a District wide playing pitch strategy. In addition, it was requested that an
examination of outdoor bowls and tennis in the area was undertaken.

1.2

The key areas of the study included:

1.3

1.4

•

analysing the current level and quality of pitch provision within the District

•

assisting the Council in meeting the requirements for playing pitches in
accordance with the methodology developed by Sport England in conjunction
with the Central Council for Physical Recreation (CCPR)

•

providing information for decision-making and future development proposals
in the District of Lichfield and informing the contents of other strategies
currently being developed by the Council.

The Playing Pitch Methodology (PPM) covers voluntary participation in competitive
pitch sports by adults and young people, therefore this strategy is primarily
concerned with, and will apply the PPM calculations to, the following sports (these
will be referred to as ‘pitch sports’ in the body of the report):
•

association football (football)

•

rugby union (rugby)

•

cricket

•

hockey.

In addition two additional outdoor sports are analysed outside of the PPM. These are:
•

tennis

•

outdoor bowls.

1.5

This report presents the key findings arising from extensive survey work and
consultation, highlighting areas of concern and opportunity. It is important to note that
in terms of the PPM, the strategy discusses the provision of playing pitches (ie the
playing surface, safety margins and the wider area for repositioning the pitch within
the playing field) and not playing fields nor open spaces (which include grass or other
areas which are not used for sport). This is an important distinction because some of
the areas surrounding pitches are not used for sport but are important in terms of
open space.

1.6

The report covers the following key areas:
•

the current picture – a review of current participation trends and playing
pitch provision in England for pitch sports and outdoor sports, at national and
local levels

•

methodology – a summary of the research process

•

supply and demand – an overview of the playing pitch facilities and pitch
sport activity in the District of Lichfield

A Playing Pitch Strategy for Lichfield District
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•

an application of Sport England’s PPM

•

key actions, recommendations and priorities for the future based on
development of the main issues arising from the supply and demand analysis

•

an analysis of the level of supply and demand for outdoor sports facilities in
the District of Lichfield and four sub areas.
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SECTION 2 – THE CURRENT PICTURE

The current picture
Introduction
2.1

This section outlines the current situation in England with regards to playing pitch and
outdoor sports provision. The following aspects are discussed:
•

national trends in playing pitch and outdoor sports provision

•

current trends in pitch sport and outdoor sports participation

•

the local context.

Playing pitch provision in England
A lack of reliable data
2.2

There are no reliable national estimates of the total recreational land resource or the
playing pitch component within it, although various local studies show a wide
variation in levels of provision. Through merging the data extracted from the Register
of Recreational Land (Sports Council), the ‘Playing Pitch Strategy’ (1991)1 suggests
that:
•

there are approximately 70,000 pitches in England

•

50,000 of the pitches are adult/secondary school size

•

20,000 are primary school size

•

they occupy about 90,000 hectares (220,000 acres) of land, or 28% of total
open space provision.

2.3

There is, however, wide variation by locality, sport and ownership. Through collating
previous local pitch strategies, the average population per pitch was 989, although
this varied from 2,900 in the London District of Southwark to 700 in the London
District of Bromley.

2.4

The ‘Playing Pitch Strategy’ states that football accounts for about half of all adult
size provision and cricket a quarter, with rugby and hockey sharing the balance. This
reflects the relative popularity of these four sports.

2.5

In terms of ownership, around 40% of adult size pitches are in local authority control
(leisure services and Town or Parish Councils), 30% in education authority control
and 30% in private/voluntary sports clubs control.

2.6

The Register of Recreational Land was undertaken in the early 1990s. However, the
data collected has not been updated, and therefore is becoming increasingly
unreliable. Despite this, the statistics tend to reflect the most recent pitch audit – the
Register of English Football Facilities (REFF) – which was commissioned by the
Football Foundation and the Football Association in 2001 and completed in February
2002. The information collected went ‘live’ on the REFF website (www.reff.org.uk) in
November 2002. Research revealed that there are 35,044 grass football pitches in
England (21,640 adult, 8,418 junior, 4,986 mini).

1

Published by the Sports Council, the NPFA and the Central Council for Physical Recreation (CCPR)
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2.7

Sport England launched Active Places website (www.activeplaces.com) in July 2004.
This website contains information about all sports facilities in England (of certain
types). In 2005 the website was updated to include all football pitches within England.
This data is based on the REFF findings of November 2002 but is currently being
updated.
A lack of monitoring

2.8

As Active Places is based upon the REFF audit, until this is updated there no reliable
data sources concerning the numbers of pitches in England at present. Coupled with
this is the fact that there is no national system for monitoring change.

2.9

The exact number of pitches being lost to development or neglect is unknown and
remains a contentious issue. The Department for Culture Media and Sport
established a Playing Fields Monitoring Group in 2002, which is tasked with
publishing annual updates.

2.10

Since 1996, Sport England has been a statutory consultee on all proposals for
developments that affect playing fields, land that has been used as playing fields at
any time in the last five years and which remains undeveloped, and land that is
identified for use as a playing field in a development plan.

2.11

Sport England must be notified by the local planning authority when a relevant
planning application is received. Data stored by Sport England on statutory
consultations since 1999 reveals the increasing pressure on pitches throughout the
country (Table 2.1 below).
Table 2.1
Region

Statutory consultations with Sport England
Number of consultations received

% difference
(1999-2002)

1999-2000

2000-2001

2001-2002

South East

144

198

154

7%

West
Midlands

107

174

170

59%

North West

95

132

134

41%

Yorkshire

102

99

129

26%

East

38

93

88

132%

East
Midlands

32

75

109

241%

South West

56

43

73

30%

London

32

37

26

-19%

North East

40

36

74

85%

England

646

887

957

48%
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2.12

As shown in Table 2.1, Sport England was consulted on 59% more planning
applications in 2001/02 than in 1999/2000 for the West Midlands area. This area has
the highest number of playing pitch applications for a Sport England region. In
Staffordshire as a whole, the National Playing Fields Association (NPFA) states that
there are 28 playing fields under threat from development (www.npfa.co.uk).
Although it is the Council’s policy to seek alternative or equivalent provision of the
under threat sites, one is identified within the District of Lichfield. This is:
•

2.13

former playing field off Maple Close, Chasetown

In addition a number of other pitches have been identified which have been lost,
specifically:
•

two adult football pitches lost as part of the M6 toll road development in
Hammerwich

•

one adult football pitch lost as part of the Burntwood Leisure Centre
redevelopment

•

one adult, one junior and one mini-soccer pitch lost at the Cherry Close Youth
Centre due to various developments

•

junior football pitch lost at former Park Infant School.

2.14

The loss of playing pitches remains a problematic political issue for the government.
Sport England and the CCPR have demonstrated their commitment to enhancing
playing pitch provision by commissioning a review and updating of the 1991 Playing
Pitch Strategy. The new document ‘Towards a Level Playing Field: A manual for the
production of a Playing Pitch Strategy’ has been produced by PMP and was
published in February 2003. This document has formed the basis of the playing pitch
analysis in this report. Therefore the results of this study may differ from previous
studies that utilised the outdated methodologies.

2.15

Key national statistics, trends, issues and implications for future demand for playing
pitches are outlined in Table 2.2.
Table 2.2 National trends in pitch sports

Football

Key facts

Key implications

Implication for pitches and
ancillary facilities

Out of school, football has
experienced the biggest
growth in ‘frequent’
participation from 37% in 1994
to 43% in 1999
Female soccer is now starting
to grow nationally at a rapid
pace
A 300-400% growth in
informal 5 aside football

More children are playing due
to popularity of mini soccer

More mini soccer sized pitches
needed

More women are playing the
game

The FA forecast the number of
youth players to increase by
10% over next 5 years

More pitches will be needed

Improved quality of ancillary
facilities and in particular
dedicated changing facilities
Players defecting to five-a-side,
therefore additional synthetic
turf and indoor space may be
required
The vast number of children
playing mini-soccer will result in
the need for more junior pitches
in five year’s time

More mid-week fixtures, more
non-grass pitches

A Playing Pitch Strategy for Lichfield District
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Hockey

Rugby Union

Cricket

Key facts

2.16

Key implications

Implication for pitches and
ancillary facilities

Kwik cricket – a game devised
for children is played by 1.1
million pupils in 90% of the
country’s primary schools –
434,000 of these are girls
Despite the declining men’s
game, the number of women’s
clubs increased from 4,200 in
1997 to 7,611 in 2001
The number of adult males
playing rugby has decreased
by 12% over last five years

Increased participation by
young people

More pitches used for Kwik
cricket and new mobile pitches
introduced in schools

Increased participation by
women

Improved access needed to
quality training pitches and
improved ancillary facilities in
smaller clubs is required
May require better quality
pitches with ancillary facilities

Women’s participation has
increased significantly in
recent years - from
approximately 2,000 players in
1988, to 8,000 by 1998

Increase in participation by
women

Improved clubhouse facilities
and increased access to pitches

Hockey is one of top five most
popular games in schools,
although adult participation
declined from 20% in 1994, to
17% in 1999 and the number
of children citing it as
enjoyable dropped from 13%
to 10% over the same period

Slight decline in youth
participation. Emphasis
therefore is placed on
promoting hockey among
young people to secure the
future of the game. However,
many clubs still do not have
access to Synthetic turf pitches

Continuing requirement for
STPs and improved clubhouse
facilities to meet league
requirements and to encourage
club/team formation may be
required.

Decline in the men’s game is
recognised but many initiatives
are in place to increase
opportunities and promote the
sport

Whilst the above provides a useful indication of the changing nature of pitch sports, it
must be acknowledged that trends vary across the country.
National context

2.17

A series of key documents from various relevant organisations are reviewed below to
provide the national strategic context to this playing pitch strategy.
Department of Culture, Media and Sport, Game Plan (December 2002)

2.18

2.19

Game Plan is the key national document that sets out the strategy for delivering the
Government's sport and physical activity objectives. It is the Government’s long-term
vision for increasing participation and high performance in sport. It:
•

provides facts about sport and physical activity in the UK and where problems
lie

•

provides evidence of the benefits of sport and physical activity

•

explores a vision of sport and physical activity in 2020

•

gives recommendations and sets targets for participation, high performance
sport and mega sporting events.

Game Plan’s remit is wider than sport alone and recognises the link between
physical activity and improving health and the importance of focussing upon young
people. Major investment to date and continuing investment relevant to this project
has been made into schools through the Physical Education, School Sport and Club
Link Strategy (PESSCL).

A Playing Pitch Strategy for Lichfield District
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2.20

The report highlights the need to target resources particularly towards those who live
in economically-disadvantaged areas in order to encourage participation. It also calls
for greater emphasis to be placed upon partnership working for the funding and
delivery of sport and physical activity at a local and regional level.

2.21

The long term vision of Game Plan is:
“by 2020 to increase significantly levels of sport and physical activity,
particularly among disadvantaged groups, and to achieve sustained levels of
success in international competition”

2.22

2.23

2.24

The plan gives details of how over £2bn Government and Lottery money will be
invested into sport over the next three years. The aims of the document are to:
•

encourage mass participation culture, with a target of achieving 70% of the
population being active (currently 30%)

•

enhance international success.

The impact of Game Plan is that it should:
•

provide new and innovative solutions

•

acknowledge the wider benefits of sport and recreation

•

set targets to achieve wider health benefits from sport and recreation

•

target resources on priority groups; children and young people, women, and
older people; and economically deprived neighbourhoods

•

seek to provide innovative refurbishment solutions required through wider
partnerships

•

provide for inter-dependent network of facilities that work locally

•

consider multi sport facilities (e.g. 5-a-side, indoor tennis, skate boarding,
swimming pool, crèche, internet café, local resource centre)

•

seek to extend connections with health, education, community development
and youth

•

have a robust monitoring and evaluation process, with success evaluated
against:
-

the impact on participation

-

a cost/benefit analysis

-

the “fit” with objectives such as reduced crime and social cohesion.

Pitch provision will play an integral role in achieving targets outlined in the Game
Plan.
Sport England – Making England an Active and Successful Sporting Nation

2.25

Following the publication of Game Plan, Sport England has undergone radical
organisational changes and a new vision has evolved. This vision is underpinned by
three key objectives:

A Playing Pitch Strategy for Lichfield District

Page 7

SECTION 2 – THE CURRENT PICTURE

2.26

•

opportunities to play in sport

•

opportunities to stay in sport

•

opportunities to achieve success in sport.

This document suggests that resulting Council action should include:
•

stronger emphasis on sport and physical activity within schools and schoolclub links

•

new and innovative solutions such as the development of multi sport facilities

Choosing Health: Making healthy choices easier (November 2004)
2.27

2.28

The Choosing Health White Paper emphasises that the 21st century citizens should
actively look towards a healthier approach to life. By listening to people’s views and
taking into account the realities of lifestyles, three core principles regarding making
healthy choices easier have emerged:
•

Informed Choice – people able to make their own decisions

•

Personalisation – support for individuals

•

Working together – effective partnerships.

The consultation process also identified the following overarching priorities:
•

reducing the number of people who smoke

•

reducing obesity and improving diet and nutrition

•

increasing exercise

•

encouraging and supporting sensible drinking

•

improving sexual health

•

improving mental health.

2.29

As consumers, the choices we make can affect our health, therefore the Government
White Paper aims to set out a modern strategy encompassing access to and quality
of information.

2.30

Supporting children at a young age, by providing accessible health and social care,
puts them on the right path for the future. Health is seen as a way of life – providing
people with the tools to make informed lifestyle choices.
Choosing Activity: A Physical Activity Action Plan

2.31

The Government plans to encourage and co-ordinate the action of a range of
departments and organisations to promote increased participation in physical activity
across England.

2.32

The aim of the plan is to promote activity for all, in line with the Chief Medical Officers
recommendations – at least five times a week.

A Playing Pitch Strategy for Lichfield District
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2.33

2.34

The key outcomes of the action plan can be summarised as:
•

improve information and raise awareness of the benefits of activity

•

support activity in the community by addressing barriers such as safety, cost
and locality

•

support activity in early years and schools and improve community access to
school facilities

•

support and encourage everyday activities like walking and cycling.

The provision of sports pitches within Lichfield is a key vehicle towards the
achievement of these objectives.
DfES: Learning through PE and Sport (2003)

2.35

The joint Department for Education and Skills (DfES) document 'Learning through PE
and Sport' stresses the importance of PE and sport in schools (both curricular and
extracurricular).

2.36

The key themes of this document include:

2.37

•

schools as a community resource

•

‘lifelong learning’

•

extended schools programme.

Facilities are needed in connection with health, education, community development
and youth.
Planning Policy Guidance Note 17 (Planning for Open Space Sport and
Recreation, July 2002) and its Companion Guide (September 2002).

2.38

Planning Policy Guidance Notes (PPG) set out the Government’s national policies on
different aspects of planning.

2.39

PPG17 states that “the government expects all local authorities to carry out
assessments of needs and audits of open space and sports and recreational
facilities”.

2.40

Well designed and implemented planning policies for open space, sport and
recreation are fundamental to delivering broader Government objectives, which
include:
•

supporting an urban renaissance

•

supporting a rural renewal

•

promoting social inclusion and community cohesion

•

health and well being

•

promoting more sustainable development.

A Playing Pitch Strategy for Lichfield District
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2.41

The policy guidance highlights the requirement for local authority decisions regarding
open space, sport and recreation to be informed by local needs assessments and an
audit of existing provision. Such audits should incorporate qualitative, quantitative
and accessibility considerations as well as the overall non-monetary value of the land
and the level of use. National standards are no longer considered to meet local
needs, although they may be used as benchmarks.

2.42

Other subsequent changes to this planning policy document compared to previous
policies are :

2.43

2.44

•

the definition of open space should be taken to mean all open space of public
value, including not just land, but also areas of water such as rivers, canals
and lakes which offer important opportunities for sport and recreation

•

a greater emphasis is placed on qualitative considerations – this is particularly
important as it will allow local authorities to identify potential for increased use
through better design, management and/or maintenance of open space, sport
and recreation

•

it advocates the setting of local standards appropriate to the local area rather
than assessment by national standards although these can be used as
benchmarks – the Government believes that national standards are
inappropriate, as they do not take into account the demographics of an area,
the specific needs of residents and the extent of built development

•

it provides further guidance on the constituent elements of open space
typologies

•

it clearly acknowledges the multiple functions that open spaces can perform.

The policy guidance sets out priorities for local authorities in terms of:
•

assessing needs and opportunities – undertaking audits of open space, sport
and recreational facilities

•

setting local standards

•

maintaining an adequate supply of open space

•

planning for new open space.

The companion guide sets out the process for undertaking local assessments of
needs and audits of provision. It also:
•

indicates how councils can establish the needs of local communities and
apply provision standards

•

promotes a consistent approach across varying types of open space, sport
and recreation facilities

•

requires the local authority to deliver sound planning policy.

A Playing Pitch Strategy for Lichfield District
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Regional context
Regional Planning Guidance for the West Midlands
2.45

The main purpose of the Regional Planning Guidance (RPG) is to provide a spatial
strategy to guide the preparation of local authority development plans and local
transport plans. Local authorities must consider the RPG when preparing their
development plans and use it to inform the development of strategies.

2.46

Policy QE4 of the RPG; with regard to greenery, urban greenspace and public
spaces; states: “Local authorities and other agencies should undertake assessments
of local needs and audits of provision, and develop appropriate strategies for
greenspace to ensure that there is adequate provision of accessible, high quality
urban greenspace with an emphasis on… significantly improving the overall quality of
public space… maintaining and enhancing sports, playing fields and recreation
grounds.”

2.47

The RPG also states: “…recreational resources are an important component in the
overall quality of life in the region. The Spatial Strategy emphasises the need to
make the most efficient use of land, in doing so development plans should set out
appropriate policies and proposals to maintain and enhance provision taking into
account policy PA10 and the provisions of PPG17, which includes guidance on
playing fields, the treatment of major sporting facilities, the urban fringe and rights of
way."
Neighbouring Local Authority Playing Pitch Strategies

2.48

A number of neighbouring local authorities have carried out playing pitch strategies in
recent years and the key findings of these are discussed below.
Cannock Chase District Council

2.49

In 2004 the playing pitch strategy revealed that there was a surplus of 27 senior
football pitches but a deficiency of pitches for junior and mini football pitches of two
and four respectively.

2.50

There was an identified deficiency of cricket pitches equivalent to one pitch.

2.51

Although, Cannock Cricket and Hockey Club is a large hockey club (18 teams on
three synthetic turf pitches) associated with the area, it is located geographically
outside the District.

2.52

Similarly, there is very little rugby provision in the area, both in terms of clubs/teams
(two/five) and pitches (four).
Walsall Metropolitan Borough Council

2.53

A playing pitches study was completed in February 2003.

2.54

192 pitches were identified at 74 sites in the Borough.

2.55

In terms of senior football, there was an identified surplus of 45 pitches. This was
contrary to an identified shortfall of junior pitches equivalent to 27 pitches and a mini
football shortage equivalent to 3 pitches. 89% of games are played on a Sunday.

2.56

There is a surplus of cricket pitch provision to meet the peak demand on a Saturday.
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2.57

There is a very small surplus of pitches in terms of rugby union provision. Games are
almost evenly split across Saturday and Sunday and any additional increase would
be difficult to accommodate.

2.58

In terms of hockey, a surplus or deficiency identification is dependent upon the
assumptions regarding both the number of games that can be accommodated at one
time and how many sets of games can be accommodated in one day. There is
currently a need to accommodate 4-5 fixtures on a Saturday (the day all matches are
played). This is difficult with the pitches in demand from other sports and usage.
Walsall Hockey Club and Aldridge Ladies 1st team both play outside of the borough.

2.59

There is also an identified deficiency of artificial turf pitches in the borough of 1.22
pitches.
East Staffordshire Borough Council

2.60

A playing pitches study was completed in September 2002.

2.61

At the time of the report mini football pitches were at full capacity and would not be
able to cope with the expected increase in future demand. The poor quality of the
pitches is also an issue, with pitches currently accommodating up to 3 games on one
day.

2.62

There is a small deficiency of junior football pitch provision to meet peak demand.

2.63

There is a healthy surplus of senior football pitches to meet peak demand. A large
variability in the quality and extent of ancillary facilities was noted.

2.64

In terms of cricket, there is adequate pitch supply to meet current demand, although
there are some issues surrounding the quality of ancillary facilities and little provision
in the north of the borough.

2.65

There are three identified hockey clubs in the borough with 13 teams but only one
artificial turf pitch. Demand on Saturdays cannot be met by existing facilities and
some teams who want to play on a Saturday cannot currently do so. The artificial turf
pitch also serves teams from outside the borough, which exaggerates the problem.
There is an identified need for future ATP provision in the Uttoxeter area.

2.66

There are three rugby union clubs in the borough generating 21 teams playing formal
matches. All of these clubs play on private pitches and the current level of provision
is viewed as adequate with regard to quantity but of poor quality.

2.67

No other playing pitch strategies were available from adjoining areas. The main area
of concern from a cross-border perspective is the lack of rugby and hockey provision.
Local context

2.68

While consideration of the national and regional context is important, the local
context of Lichfield District is more important in determining the detail of the playing
pitch strategy.
Lichfield District Local Plan (June 1998)

2.69

The Local Plan (the plan) was adopted for the period up to 2001. It contains the
general policies for a number of key areas as well as area specific policies. The
section on recreation is discussed below.
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2.70

The recreational policies contained within the plan are concerned with the provision
of both formal and informal recreation, facilities for sport in urban and rural areas, the
need for open space and the use of the countryside.

2.71

The demand for sport by the existing population is expected to increase. There will
also be additional demand during the plan period from population increases arising
from new housing and industrial development within the district. The plan makes
provision for local authority and private investment to increase the range of recreation
activity available.

2.72

The plan identifies land within Lichfield and Burntwood that is suitable for new public
open space and the development of recreation zones suitable for outdoor sports.

2.73

Related to the sports playing fields; there is perceived to be a significant deficit of
playing fields for public use. The Council’s policy is to make additional provision
within the identified recreation zones which are on the periphery of these settlements.
Recreation proposals from private clubs and enterprises will also be directed to these
zones although land outside these zones may also be suitable for open recreational
uses.

2.74

Related to the loss of sports pitches/recreation grounds, the Council’s policy is to
make better use of existing facilities through dual use of education land and
buildings. The loss of existing pitches may serve to exacerbate the existing problems
thus before existing open space can be used for other purposes, suitable
replacement land must be available.
Lichfield District Community Strategy and Local Development Framework
(LDF)

2.75

Community Strategies must contribute to the achievement of sustainable
development. Following the enactment of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase
Act 2004, town and country planning now has a statutorily defined purpose, which is
also to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development. Community
strategies and development planning are now linked by a common purpose and
Government guidance sees local development frameworks as a means of
implementing the spatial elements of the Community Strategy. The proper integration
of the Community Strategy and LDF will be critical in the quest for truly sustainable
living.

2.76

The Community Strategy consultation process has identified a number of key
priorities that include: improving local people’s health and promoting and developing
recreational facilities. The emerging Local Development Framework will need to give
a land-use based policy impetus to these areas.

2.77

Almost 40% of the District’s population live in rural communities. There is a
recognised lack of access to services in a number of rural wards as well as limited
public transport. Following an evidence gathering exercise, a number of objectives
related to rural areas have been identified:
•

protect the quality of the countryside and the villages it contains from
inappropriate development

•

ensure that key rural settlements retain an adequate range of services and
facilities to meet the needs of their area

•

reduce the relative isolation of rural areas through improvements to public
transport facilities and rural services.
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District Council Surveys
2.78

2.79

The District Council conducted a survey in June 2004 that revealed that parks and
open spaces were seen to be one of the most important contributors to the quality of
life in the District. A number of suggestions were highlighted to improve the open
space. Some of these are related to the provision of pitches and other outdoor sports
facilities in the District and are relevant to this study:
•

more games facilities

•

better maintenance

•

better access for the disabled.

Following a 2002 audit of the open space in the District the following set of objectives
were defined to develop a strategy:
•

protect and enhance the open space and see poor quality open spaces
revitalised

•

provide new open spaces where a need is identified

•

provide welcoming open spaces with good facilities and access

•

provide opportunities for local people to get involved in local open spaces.

Lichfield District Council Sport and Recreation Strategy
2.80

Lichfield District’s geographical location within the Trent and Tame Valley have
meant it has always been an important focus for the national transportation networks.
This causes ongoing developmental pressure and significant residential and
industrial development particularly on the eastern side of the city though there is
ongoing development pressure throughout the District. The pleasant rural setting,
good accessibility and relative affluence of the area means that the District has
experienced expanding levels of leisure and tourism activity. There is an extensive
and varied sport and recreation voluntary sector, serving the whole of the district,
with over 120 different activities catering for all sections of the community. However,
the size of facilities is limited and very few clubs own their facilities.

2.81

The mission statement for the Sport and Recreation Strategy is “to provide equality of
opportunity and a high quality sporting experience, that enables all residents of the
district to develop their skills to a level consistent with their ability and expectations.”

2.82

There are a number of strategic aims related to the following issues:
•

planning and co-ordination

•

integration

•

equality of opportunities

•

economic development

•

health and quality of life.
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Trends in sport and recreation
2.83

Approximately 48% of residents have undertaken at least one activity (other than
walking) in the four weeks prior to the study. This rate, in terms of participation as a
proportion of the population is similar to the pattern seen across the country.

2.84

Research in the area suggests a significantly higher than normal participation in
swimming, football and aerobics/fitness training. The increased propensity to
participate in football has implications for the demand for football pitches.

2.85

Areas of growing demand are varied across the district although a significant number
of participants have taken up or are planning to take up:
•

self defence

•

golf

•

swimming

•

cycling

•

other water sports

•

fitness training.

2.86

There is a broad spread of sports club provision within and close to the district with
no shortfall of provision in terms of activities identified as growth areas.

2.87

Female participation is slightly higher than the national average, whilst male
participation is slightly lower.

2.88

The outlying areas of the district were found to have limited and ‘traditional’ provision,
often limited to cricket clubs.

2.89

There is a growing demand on the land which is placing pressure on Lichfield’s
playing fields. Proposed developments on playing fields are described as causes of
public concern. Sport England, as a statutory consultee have opposed many
developments and worked in partnership with local authorities to ensure existing
provision is maintained and wherever possible, enhanced.

2.90

In terms of access to facilities, there is an even distribution across the district, which
consists of a mixture of private, local and education recreation facilities. There is a
need to make these facilities more accessible to the general public.

2.91

A section of the strategy refers to facility provision. The existing dual use
arrangements with the Staffordshire County Council will be reviewed in order to
preserve public use of these facilities.

2.92

At King Edward VI Leisure Centre, there is a core agreement in operation.
Additionally, a secondary agreement determines the mutually agreed use of extra
facilities by the leisure centre and the school. Approximately 136,000 people use the
facilities at this site each year and special needs provision is catered for extensively.

2.93

Friary Grange Leisure Centre is another dual use facility situated within the grounds
of Friary High School. Approximately 600,000 users per annum visit the site.

2.94

Burntwood Leisure Centre was reopened following a complete rebuild in January
2002.
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2.95

The Council manage and maintain many parks and open spaces and also promote a
range of outdoor sports which include football, cricket, tennis and many other sports
and leisure activities.

2.96

Lichfield District is split up into 24 parishes most of which have some form of sport
and recreation facilities in their area ranging from cricket pitches to pavilions and golf
courses.
Survey of young people’s participation in sport in Staffordshire

2.97

A study of young people’s participation in sport in Staffordshire was commissioned in
September 2001. 834 of a possible 1,066 Year 9 students in Lichfield completed a
survey as part of the study.

2.98

The findings from this study were:

2.99

•

the percentage of young people who walk or cycle to school in Lichfield
significantly exceeds the county average

•

the percentage of young people in Lichfield capable of swimming 25m
unaided exceeded the county average

•

the percentage of young people who are a member of a sports club across
the whole of Staffordshire is at best only two thirds of the national average

•

the frequency of participation in organised sport away from school in Lichfield,
by those that do participate, is higher than the county average

•

of those sports which young people in Lichfield would like to play or play more
of, snow sports has the highest level of demand and martial arts is the tenth
most desired sport. Basketball is the sport reported the most in the top 3 by
Lichfield’s young people

•

the top three reasons for non participation reported by young people in
Lichfield were:
-

no time or too busy

-

don’t know where to play

-

no encouragement.

•

significantly more people in Lichfield use a sports hall and use it more
compared to the county average

•

in Lichfield, more young people use outdoor facilities, such as pitches and
courts, and also use them more frequently when compared to the county
average

•

participation in rugby and swimming in Lichfield exceeds the county average.

Based on findings of the study, the following significant points were made and are
contained in the strategy:
•

there is a need to focus more on club development and to develop links and
partnerships with local clubs, providing more entry routes into competitive
opportunities
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•

girls are a target group for Lichfield District Council and the results of the
young people’s survey justify this

•

usage of local facilities, including sports halls, swimming pools and outdoor
pitches and courts by young people in the district is very encouraging when
compared to the county as a whole. This would indicate a good knowledge of
the available facilities and therefore provides a sound base for further
development work.

2.100 Following this initial research, further research was conducted in September 2003.
The methodology was repeated with the aim of determining any trends and changes.
The key changes related to the playing pitch strategy are identified below:
•

an increase in the number of young people in the county who are members of
a sports club. This increase is across both of the sexes and occurred despite
a national decline

•

in Lichfield, young people’s frequency of participation in organised sport at
school in Lichfield has increased by 8% and 3% for girls and boys
respectively. The overall 5% increase in school sports participation across the
county means that participation is greater than at the national average.

•

young people’s participation in organised sport away from school in Lichfield
increased by 10% and 1% for girls and boys respectively between 2001 and
2003. The gap between participation by boys and girls was halved over the
period.

•

girls participation in sport for fun in Lichfield increased by 3% between 2001
and 2003

•

in Lichfield there was a notable increase in participation in rugby for both
genders (4%) against a static countywide average

•

at a county level, there was a significant decrease in use of local outdoor
pitches or courts by ethnic minority young people. In 2001, 20% of ethnic
minority young people did not use these facilities; whilst in 2003, 31.5% did
not use the facilities. This against an unchanged figure for their white peers.

2.101 In September 2005, further research was conducted into the sports participation of
young people (Year 6) across the nine local authorities of the county. The most
relevant findings to the playing pitch strategy are shown below:
•

over half of ‘Year 6 Young People’ are members of a sports club in
Staffordshire. Boys are much more likely to be members than girls

•

in Lichfield, the most popular spare time activities are football and computer
games. Four out of the top ten most popular activities are sports

•

the top four most popular sports played in Lichfield are football, cricket and
swimming and cycling

•

the top two reasons for not participating in sport in Lichfield were ‘no
encouragement’ and ‘don’t know where to play’.
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Demographic analysis
2.102 In analysing the need and demand for any new playing pitches or outdoor sports
facilities it is important to assess the size and composition of the local leisure market
and the impact it will have upon facility usage. An analysis of the population in the
District is shown in Table 2.3 below:
Table 2.3
Demographic profile of Lichfield District
The resident population according to the 2001 Census was 93,232
Population
with the proportion of males to females 49% to 51%.
Between 1982 and 2001, the population of Lichfield grew by 5%
compared with an increase of 2.6% for the West Midlands region
as a whole.
The population density in Lichfield is 281 per km2 compared to 380
per km2 for England overall.
Age structure

There is a smaller proportion of the population aged 5-15 years
than in England and Wales in total (12.7% compared to 14.2%).
There is also a smaller proportion of people aged 16-44 years than
across the whole of England and Wales (37.3% compared to
40.1%).
There is a far larger proportion of the population aged between 45
and 65 year in Lichfield than in the whole of England and Wales.
29.1% of the population of Lichfield is between the ages of 45 and
65 years, whilst only 23.8% of the total England and Wales
population is within this age group.

Ethnic
background

The 2001 census identified 98.1% of the population as white
compared to a national average (England and Wales) of 91.3%.
0.8% of the population is Asian, compared to the national average
(England and Wales) of 4.4% and 0.3% is black (compared to
national average of 2.2%).

Economic
activity

The proportion of residents in full time employment is 42.3%
compared to 40.6% in England and Wales. 2.5% of the local
population is unemployed compared to 3.4% in England and
Wales.
14.6% of the population is retired compared to 13.6% of the
population of England and Wales.

Mobility

The level of car ownership in the District is high with only 15.7% of
households having no car. This compares to an average of 26.8%
for England and Wales.

Health

Men have a longer than average life expectancy in Lichfield
against national averages, 76.4 years compared to 76.1 years.
However the reverse is true for women with a national average of
80.7 years but a local average of 79.8 years.
The percentage of households with one or more person with a
long term limiting illness is 32.25%, lower than the national
average of 34.05%.
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2.103 The relevance of these characteristics is explored in Table 2.4 below.
Table 2.4

Demographic summary

Demographic Indicator
Population of 93,232,
population density of 2.81
persons per hectare
Smaller proportion of
young people, above
average proportion of older
people.

Relevance to the District’s playing pitches and
outdoor sports facilities
Relatively large potential user base, but spread over a
wide area. Therefore facilities in populated centres and
ways of addressing access for those in rural areas may be
a consideration.
Young people from the ages of 16-29 typically have high
participation rates in a number of sports. The demographic
analysis indicates that the District of Lichfield has a slightly
older-than-average population.
This may mean that participation rates in most of the
sports are lower-than-average, however, it is likely that
there will not be much variance with national averages.

Above average level of car
ownership

This indicates that the population is more mobile than
average and thus facilities are easily accessible to a larger
proportion of the population.

2.104 A full breakdown of the District of Lichfield’s demographic profile can be found in
Appendix A.
Sport and leisure potential profile
2.105 A sport and leisure potential profile for an area is calculated using data from
Continental Research’s Million Plus Panel2. The figures which are presented provide
an indication of the propensity of residents within the District to take part in some of
the main sports.
2.106 A detailed report on the propensity of residents within the District to participate in
sporting activities is provided in Appendix B. Those that relate to the key sports
within this document are summarised in Table 2.5 below:
Table 2.5 Leisure potential profile
Activity
Football
Rugby

Results as a % of the
District population
18.9%
8.2%

Results as a % of GB
population
19.7%
8.0%

2.107 As Table 2.5 shows, there is an above average propensity to participate in rugby but
a below average propensity to participate in football. Figures for hockey and cricket
are not available.

2

The Million Plus Panel comprises a pool of over 3 million UK residents and holds over 3,000 lifestyle, demographic and
purchasing details for each.
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Methodology for assessing supply and demand
3.1

This section outlines the methodology we have used for assessing the supply and
demand of playing pitches and outdoor sports facilities. The methodology for
assessing playing pitches and outdoor sports is different. As demonstrated below,
over the past 80 years, there has been evolution of the most effective method of
assessing playing pitch provision culminating in the Sport England PPM used for this
strategy. There is no standard method to model the supply and demand of the
outdoor sports facilities that form this strategy, therefore our approach to this is
based on PPG17 methodology. This is explored in greater detail in Appendix G.
Playing pitches
Previous approaches to identifying the need for pitches

3.2

The first attempt to establish a standard of provision for public open space and
playing fields was made by the NPFA in 1925 and has been subsequently refined on
a number of occasions. It is known as the Six Acre Standard and states that there
should be a minimum of 2.4 hectares (or six acres) of ‘outdoor playing space’
(defined as playing pitches, greens, courts, parks, playgrounds, informal play space)
per 1,000 of population.

3.3

However, it is an overly simplistic approach as it overlooks local considerations and
is regarded as a broad statement of what the NPFA regards as the desirable area of
land required for playing space.
The playing pitch methodology

3.4

Our process follows the methodology first prescribed in the ‘Playing Pitch Strategy’
(1991) produced jointly by the (then) Sports Council, the National Playing Fields
Association (NPFA), and the Central Council for Physical Recreation (CCPR). It
builds in the changes to the methodology presented in the ‘Towards a Level Playing
Field: A manual for the production of a playing pitch strategy’ document.

3.5

The aim of the new PPM is to determine the number of pitches required for each
activity based on demand in an actual or predicted set of circumstances. The
essential difference between the methodology and previous approaches based on
standards is that, instead of using land area per head of population as the basic unit,
it measures demand (at peak times) in terms of teams requiring pitches and then
compares this with the pitches available, thus enabling a tangible measure of the
adequacy of existing supply.

3.6

The particular advantage of this methodology is that it is related precisely to the local
situation and the very task of collating and analysing the information highlights
problems and issues from which policy options and solutions can be explored.

3.7

In line with this methodology, this strategy only applies the PPM to pitch provision for
football, rugby, hockey and cricket.
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Our approach
Playing pitches
3.8

3.9

The success of the PPM outlined above depends largely on obtaining as accurate a
tally as possible of the number of teams and pitches in the District of Lichfield. To
achieve this, a full audit of pitches, users and providers within the District boundary
was conducted. Questionnaires (see Appendix C) were sent to:
•

all known football, cricket, rugby and hockey clubs (identified in governing
body and county association handbooks, league handbooks, pitch booking
records, websites, local press, telephone directories and local knowledge)

•

all known Parish Councils, schools and colleges and other providers of
pitches within the Lichfield District.

Table 3.1, below, summarises the response rates. It was of paramount importance
that a 100% response rate was received from providers of playing pitches. For this
reason, all non-responding schools were contacted by telephone. However, a 100%
response rate was not needed from clubs. This is because club information can be
sourced from league handbooks, the internet and Council Officers. The purpose of
the club surveys was to cross-check information and gather qualitative information (ie
comments) from clubs.
Table 3.1

Consultation audit response rates for pitches
Successful
phone
calls/
113

% data
received1

17

% data
received from
surveys
13%2

7

4

57%

3

100%

Rugby Union

3

2

100%

1

100%

Hockey

1

1

100%

n/a

100%

42

27

64%

20

100%

Other Providers

0

0

0

4

100%

Parish Councils

24

4

16%

14

75%

207

55

27%

155

Association
Football
Cricket

Schools/Colleges

TOTAL

3.10

Surveys
sent

Surveys
returned

130

100%

The final survey response rate for playing pitches was 26%, which is average (a 25%
response is considered to be statistically representative of the population).

1

Data from the clubs which did not respond were obtained through Council Officers, NGB handbooks and the internet

2

This percentage is artificially low due to the large number of clubs outside of the district that were sent surveys
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Supply and demand of playing pitches
Introduction
4.1

This section outlines the current situation in the District of Lichfield in terms of pitch
provision for, and demand from, football, cricket, rugby, and hockey clubs.
Supply: playing pitch provision in Lichfield District
Pitch stock

4.2

4.3

The research methods outlined in Section 3 identified 172 playing pitches in the
District of Lichfield. This figure includes all known public, private, school and other
pitches whether or not they are in secured public use. The full audit of pitches can
be seen in Appendix D. They comprise:
•

57 adult football pitches

•

44 junior football pitches

•

23 mini soccer pitches

•

21 cricket pitches

•

15 adult rugby pitches

•

7 junior rugby pitches

•

3 adult hockey pitches

•

2 synthetic turf pitches1.

The majority of these pitches are located on sites where more than one pitch is
present or where the site caters for both summer and winter pitch sports.
Adult pitches

4.4

Of these pitches, 98 (56.9%) are full-size adult football, cricket, rugby, hockey and
synthetic turf pitches. This equates to circa one pitch for every 766 adults in the
District. As an illustration, the best figure we have encountered is 1:365 in Kennett in
Wiltshire and the worst is 1:2,637 in Newham. The national average is 1:989,
therefore the District of Lichfield fairs better than the national average.

4.5

Table 4.1 overleaf sets out a selection of previous results from studies PMP has
undertaken.

1

The synthetic turf pitch at Rawlett Community Leisure Centre is not included in the audit of pitches
as it is not of a full size and cannot be used for competitive purposes.
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Table 4.1

Ratio of adult pitches per 1,000 adults

Local Authority

4.6

Ratio (Pitches : adults)

Kennett

1: 365

Bath and North East Somerset

1: 574

Colchester

1:655

Canterbury

1:720

Maidstone

1:723

Lichfield District

1:766

North Wiltshire

1: 804

England

1: 989

St. Helens

1: 1,050

Portsmouth

1: 1,100

Worcester

1:1,125

Torbay

1: 1,313

The local ratio for specific sports in comparison within the estimated national average
is shown in Table 4.2. The results reflect Table 4.1, illustrating that although Lichfield
District fairs better than the national average in terms of total adult pitches, this varies
across sports. The District scores more poorly than the national average for hockey
but better than the national average for football, cricket and rugby.
Table 4.2
Sport

Ratio of adult pitches to adults, by sport
Lichfield District
England
(pitches : adults)

(pitches : adults)

Football

1:1,317

1: 1,840

Cricket

1:3,576

1: 4,243

Hockey
(including
STPs)

1:15,018

1: 8,271

Rugby

1:5,006

1: 8,968
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Community pitches
4.7

In line with the new documentation “Towards a Level Playing Field: A Manual for the
Production of a Playing Pitch Strategy” our definition of ‘community pitches’ is those
pitches with ‘secured community use’, recognising that this has a considerable
bearing upon the value of facilities both individually and collectively to the community
at large.

4.8

In practice this definition embraces:

4.9

4.10

•

all Local Authority and Parish Council facilities

•

any school facilities where they are subject to formal dual/community use
agreements between the school/education authority and the Council

•

any other institutional facilities which are available to the public as a result of
formal dual/community agreements

•

any facilities owned, used or maintained by clubs/private individuals, which as
a matter of policy or practice are available for use by large sections of the
public through membership of a club or admission fee. In either case the
‘cost of use’ must be reasonable and affordable for the majority of the
community.

Of the 172 pitches identified, 112 (65.1%) are secured for the local community.
These comprise:
•

48 adult football pitches

•

12 junior football pitches

•

11 mini football pitches

•

18 cricket pitches

•

11 adult rugby pitches

•

7 junior rugby pitches

•

5 hockey pitches (including two STPs).

Table 4.3 compares the percentage of pitches secured for community use in the
District of Lichfield with those of other local authorities for which PMP hold
information and an example of a high and low figure from previous PMP research.
Table 4.3 Pitches with secured community use
Local Authority

% of pitches secured for
community use

South Somerset District Council (High)

68.9%

Lichfield District Council

65.1%

Maidstone District Council

61%

Canterbury City Council

50%

Royal District of Windsor and Maidenhead (Low)
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4.11

Table 4.3 shows that Lichfield District compares favourably with other local
authorities and has a higher ratio of pitches secured for community use than other
authorities for which PMP hold data.

4.12

An additional 18 pitches are currently used by community teams on an ad hoc or
informal basis and are therefore ‘unsecured’ – we will return to this issue in Section
6. A full list of all the pitches can be found in Appendix D.
Areas of pitches

4.13

Although the surveyed sports club secretaries were asked to state the exact size of
the playing fields, the majority did not respond, guessed or simply did not know.
Therefore, standard sizes and areas for playing pitches published by NPFA have
been applied. It has been assumed that pitches throughout the District of Lichfield
are consistent with these standard measurements.

4.14

These sizes include the pitch itself, safety margins and side movement allowance.
They do not include areas of open space used for other sports and recreational
purposes (ie courts, greens, golf courses, picnic areas, heathland, woodland etc).

4.15

The total estimated area of pitches by sport in the District of Lichfield is shown in
Table 4.4. Table 4.5 (overleaf) shows the total estimated area of pitches with
secured community use by sport. Comparison of the two tables shows that 74% of
the total playing pitch area in Lichfield District is secured for community use.
Table 4.4 Total area of all pitches by sport in the District of Lichfield District
NPFA
pitch
areas
(hectares)

Areas
assumed
for this
report
(hectares)

0.82-0.9

0.86

57

49.02

0.4-0.6

0.5

44

22

0.22

0.22

23

5.06

1.4-1.6

1.5

21

31.5

Adult rugby

1.26

1.26

15

18.9

Junior rugby

0.8

0.8

7

5.6

Hockey

0.6

0.6

5

3

Total

172

135.08

Sport

Adult football
2

Junior football
Mini soccer
Cricket

Number of
pitches in
Lichfield
District

Area of
pitches
(hectares)

2

The dimensions for junior football pitches follow guidance from the NPFA and the English Schools Football Association. The
Football Association only provides guidance for adult football.
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Table 4.5 Total area of secured community pitches by sport in the District of
Lichfield in 2005
Sport

NPFA pitch
areas
(hectares)

Number of
pitches in
Lichfield
District

Area of
pitches
(hectares)

Senior football

0.82-0.9

0.86

48

41.28

Junior football2

0.4-0.6

0.5

12

6

0.22

0.22

11

2.42

1.4-1.6

1.5

18

27

Adult rugby

1.26

1.26

11

13.86

Junior rugby

0.8

0.8

7

5.6

Hockey

0.6

0.6

5

3

Total

112

98.36

Mini football
Cricket

4.16

Areas
assumed for
this report
(hectares)

In summary, the District of Lichfield compares well to national averages in terms of
number of pitches per adult population and the number of pitches secured for
community use.
Location of pitches

4.17

The location of the existing pitches in the District has been examined for the
catchment areas of the four areas for analysis identified by the Council. Table 4.6
illustrates the total area of playing pitches and those available for community use by
catchment area.
Table 4.6 Total area of pitches by analysis-area

Total Total playing % of playing
playing pitch area
pitch area
pitch with secured with secured
area
community community
(ha)
use (ha)
use
Sub-area
Lichfield
Burntwood
Rural South
Rural North
Total

4.18

35.60
39.96
19.82
28.60
123.98

29.36
23.92
15.32
20.94
89.54

82.5%
59.9%
77.3%
73.2%
72.2%

It can be seen from Table 4.6 that:
•

the rural south area has the lowest total area of all four areas, this can be
partly attributed to the lack of any publicly available junior pitches for all four
pitch sport types

A Playing Pitch Strategy for Lichfield District

Page 26

SECTION 4 – SUPPLY AND DEMAND OF PLAYING PITCHES

4.19

•

the rural north area has the second lowest total but the highest total of cricket
pitches for all four areas

•

the Lichfield sub-area had the second highest area of pitches in the District
and the highest area of pitches committed to community use

•

the Burntwood area had the highest number of pitches for the four sub-areas
but the lowest number committed to community usage – this is partly due to
the four adult pitches at Chase Terrace Technology College.

Out of the 26 wards in the District of Lichfield, there are three without any playing
pitch facilities (listed below).
•

Boley Park

•

Boney Hay

•

Little Ashton

•

Chase Terrace.

Ownership
4.20

Table 4.7 and Table 4.8 summarise the ownership of playing pitches in Lichfield
District:

Nr of junior rugby union pitches

Nr of adult rugby league pitches

Nr of junior rugby league pitches

Nr of adult grass hockey pitches

Nr of artificial hockey pitches

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

0
3
0
0
0
0
3

2
0
0
0
0
0
2
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Nr of cricket pitches

0
0
0
0
0
0
0

Nr of mini football pitches

0
7
0
0
0
0
7

Nr of junior football pitches

17 2 3 0 0
7 37 16 6 6
1 1 1 0 0
7 1 0 3 0
3 0 0 0 0
22 3 3 12 9
57 44 23 21 15

Nr of adult football pitches

Ownership
Local Authority
LEA
Other Education
Parish Council
Voluntary Sector
Private/Corporate
Total

Nr of adult rugby union pitches

Table 4.7 Ownership of all playing pitches in Lichfield District
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4.21

Nr of adult grass hockey pitches

Nr of artificial hockey pitches

0 0
3 3
0 0
3 0
0 0
12 8
18 11

0
7
0
0
0
0
7

0
3
0
0
0
0
3

2
0
0
0
0
0
2

Nr of cricket pitches

Nr of junior rugby union pitches

2 3
7 6
0 0
1 0
0 0
2 2
12 11

Nr of adult rugby union pitches

17
3
0
7
3
18
48

Nr of mini football pitches

Nr of junior football pitches

Ownership
Local Authority
LEA
Other Education
Parish Council
Voluntary Sector
Private/Corporate
Total

Nr of adult football pitches

Table 4.8 Ownership of playing pitches with secured community use in the
District of Lichfield

The following key points can be drawn from the findings set out in Table 4.7 and
Table 4.8:
•

the LEA (schools) own more playing pitches than any other body, however,
only 32 out of 82 pitches are secured for community use

•

all pitches owned by the Lichfield District Council, Parish Councils and the
voluntary sector are secured for community use

•

over 85% of the privately owned pitches have secured community use

•

all STPs in the District have secured community use.
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Demand: pitch sport clubs in Lichfield District
4.22

Table 4.9 below illustrates the number of football, cricket, hockey and rugby teams
identified as playing on pitches in the District of Lichfield. These include adult, junior
and mini teams.
Table 4.9 Sports clubs using playing pitches in the District of Lichfield
Sport
Number of clubs
Number of teams
Football

48

138

Cricket

15

58

Rugby union

3

29

Hockey

1

23

Football clubs in Lichfield District – an overview
4.23

Of the 130 surveys sent out to football teams, 17 were returned representing a 13%
response rate, a below average return rate.

4.24

Alternative means of gaining the information required was undertaken, this included
follow up telephone calls (113 responses gained), internet/desk research, booking
records and National Governing Body (NGB) representatives/handbook.

4.25

The Staffordshire Football Association and the secretary of both major football
leagues within the area all state that football is very strong within the Lichfield area
and this is evident through the large number of teams in the area. In addition to the
strong adult game, there has been a growth in the 5-a-side game. This version of the
game is played at leagues held at synthetic turf pitches such as at King Edward IV
Leisure Centre and is a popular way for Sunday league teams to train during the
week. However these teams are not included in this analysis, as they do not play
competitive matches on grass pitches in Lichfield.

4.26

The following is a summary of key findings from the information available to us:
Membership

Football in Lichfield is particularly strong and this is
represented by the large number of teams who play in the
area. The Burntwood analysis area has a large number of
teams, including Chasetown FC, Burntwood Dragons and
Hammerwich FC. Over 90 junior/mini soccer teams are
present in the area, in addition to the many adult teams.
Elsewhere in the District there are large numbers of teams in
the Fazeley part of Lichfield. Whittington FC are a large youth
club, with development plans which would increase its number
of junior teams. There are two adult female teams at two
separate clubs in the District as well as seven junior female
teams split between five clubs. None of the clubs returning a
survey reported a decrease in the number of its members and
several clubs reported an increase.
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Standard of play

The standard of play varies across the District, with adult
teams competing in the Midlands Combination League, Burton
and District Sunday League, Lichfield and District Football
League and Lichfield and District Recreational League. There
is a strong league set up for men’s and youth football, including
a highly developed mini-soccer league.

Facilities used

There was a general consensus that there are several pitches
not being used at peak times due to the increased availability
of pitches at school sites, however a deficiency of pitches in
the Burntwood area was also identified.

Constraints

The major constraints identified by football clubs in the District
are as follows:
•

lack of external funding

•

lack of internal funding

•

lack of changing facilities.

Future plans

Chasetown FC are currently planning a significant building
project which would increase the quantity and quality of the
facilities available at the club. Whittington FC are also looking
for pitches in order to help with their current development
plans. They are also in the process of securing land in order to
build a multi sport winter training facility at Bit End Field.
Lichfield Council are currently planning to build changing
facilities at the Hospital Road site in Chasetown.

NGB comments

The Staffordshire FA commented upon the lack of pitches
specifically in the Burntwood area, whilst acknowledging that at
certain times of the weekend there are a number of football
pitches not being used - for instance Saturday afternoon. It was
also felt there was an issue with the lack of a ‘first rate’ pitch to
be used for showpiece occasions.

Cricket clubs in Lichfield District – an overview
4.27

Of all the cricket clubs surveyed only four returned their questionnaires. Further
information about cricket clubs was accessed through alternative means by
telephoning the clubs directly, the internet, NGB representative and governing body
handbooks. Currently 15 cricket clubs play their home games within the District of
Lichfield, representing a total of 58 teams. Analysis of the responding clubs’
membership, structure and aspirations is presented below.

4.28

The following is a summary of the key information available to us:
Membership

Tamworth Cricket Club, Hammerwich Cricket Club, Lichfield
Cricket Club and Whittington Cricket Club are the largest clubs
in the area. Tamworth Cricket Club, despite its name is actually
based within the Lichfield District area. All the clubs mentioned
above, and several other clubs responding to the survey
reported an increase in the number of members over recent
years. There are no adult or junior female teams within the
District.
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Standard of play

Most of the clubs within the area play in the Lichfield and
District League, which is a recreational league played on a
Sunday. Tamworth CC is a higher standard club and play in
the Birmingham League. Lichfield CC field two teams playing in
the Staffordshire Clubs Championship (the league one below
the Birmingham League) as well as two teams in the Lichfield
and District League.

Facilities used

Most cricket clubs are reliant upon their own private facilities as
there are no District Council cricket facilities and very limited
Parish Council facilities. Whittington Cricket Club rent their
pitch at Bit End Field from the local parish council.

Constraints

The major constraints identified by cricket clubs in the District
are as follows:

Future plans

•

lack of internal funding

•

lack of external funding

•

lack of appropriate local training facilities.

Whittington Cricket Club is in the process of purchasing land to
build a second cricket pitch at Bit End Field. This is as a result
of recent increases in junior membership and the need to build
a quality pitch to accommodate the aspirations to higher
standard of cricket for the men’s 1st team.

Rugby Union clubs in Lichfield District – an overview
4.29

There are a total of three rugby union clubs in Lichfield District. Of these two returned
surveys. Further information regarding Rugby Union clubs was accessed through
alternative means by telephoning the clubs directly, the internet, NGB representative
and governing body handbooks.
Membership

Lichfield Rugby Club is the major adult provider of teams, both
male and female, in the District. Burntwood Rugby Club’s
men’s 1st XV play in a lower league, namely, the Midlands
North, West Division 3.

Standard of play

Lichfield Ladies play in the RFUW Premiership.

Facilities used

Lichfield RUFC play at Cooke Fields which provides four
pitches and Burntwood RFC have their own ground.
Whittington RFC play at Lichfield Cricket Club.

NGB comments

A high level of interest in rugby across the district is centred
around Lichfield Rugby Club. Facilities and pitches at the three
clubs are considered to be excellent and recently improved, for
instance, floodlights erected at Burntwood RFC and extension
to changing facilities at Lichfield.

Future plans

A long term aim of Lichfield RFC is to build a synthetic turf for
the purposes of winter training and conserving the quality of
their grass pitches for competitive matches.
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Hockey clubs in Lichfield District – an overview
4.30

4.31

There is one hockey club in Lichfield District.
Membership

Lichfield Hockey Club has 23 teams including eight adult male
and five adult female teams. The club are currently applying for
clubmark status and have developed strong links with
Chasetown Sports College in order to achieve this.

Standard of play

Lichfield Hockey Club mens’ teams play in various leagues
including National League Division 1 (men’s 1st team)

Facilities used

Lichfield Hockey Club play a number of matches at King
Edward Leisure Centre. The remaining matches, mostly lower
men’s teams and junior team matches are played at
Burntwood Leisure Centre.

Constraints

The major constraint identified by the club is that the club does
not own a synthetic turf pitch and the pitch at Burntwood
Leisure Centre is not suited for hockey purposes.

Future plans

Lichfield Hockey Club wish to invest in a new synthetic turf
pitch, ideally to be located close to their current clubhouse at
Lichfield Cricket Club on Eastern Avenue.

The above supply and demand data will be set in context by applying the Playing
Pitch Methodology in Section Five.
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The Playing Pitch Methodology
5.1

Lichfield District Council has recently undertaken a PPG17 assessment and this
included an audit of all outdoor sports facilities in the District. However the five-stage
PPG17 assessment significantly differs from a playing pitch strategy in that there is
no analysis of supply against demand.

5.2

The Playing Pitch Methodology (PPM) comprises eight stages. Stages one to six
involve numerical calculations, whilst stages seven and eight develop issues and
solutions. The methodology is employed to analyse the adequacy of current
provision and to assess possible future situations, in order that latent and future
demand (identified through Team Generation Rates), and the problems of quality,
use and capacity of existing pitches can be taken into account.

5.3

It is implicit to the methodology that each sport is dealt with individually, with a
specific set of calculations for each because, despite some superficial similarities,
they exhibit very different patterns of play.

5.4

We have further subdivided the analysis of some sports to deal with specific subsectors of activity, eg junior play or adult play, so that important aspects are not
submerged in aggregated data. Football and rugby have been subdivided in this
manner, whereas no differentiation has been made between junior and senior cricket
and junior and senior hockey teams as they play on pitches of similar dimensions.

5.5

The summary of the findings for the District as a whole gives an indication of the
shortfall or surplus of pitches for each sport.
Pitch quality and carrying capacity

5.6

The 1991 playing pitch methodology assumed that all pitches are of sufficient
standard to sustain two games per week. The new methodology suggests that the
quality of a pitch should be taken into account. This information can be gained from
three sources:
•

club surveys

•

site visits

•

consultation with key officers and stakeholders.

5.7

Using all of this information, it is possible to make a judgement on the carrying
capacity of the District’s pitches. It is important to recognise that there is no formula
for calculating the carrying capacity of pitches as it is dependent upon a wide range
of factors such as weather conditions, age/weight of users, quality of players, etc.
However, through local knowledge, user surveys, interviews and an analysis of
usage patterns from the previous season it is possible to consider the capacity of
each pitch.

5.8

In calculating the carrying capacity of a pitch, the following should be considered:
•

what proportion of games are cancelled due to the poor condition of the
pitch?

•

is the condition of the pitch declining over the season?

•

what is the maintenance regime for the pitch at present?
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•

could the capacity of the pitch be improved by enhanced maintenance?

•

extent to which pitches are required to accommodate training activity?

5.9

The number of community matches a grass pitch can absorb is a function of the
needs of other users and quality. For example, a school pitch may be able to
accommodate one game each weekend, while a comparable Council pitch is able to
allow two. The quality of pitches must, therefore, be considered.

5.10

Some pitches cannot sustain the standard two games per week assumed in the
previous playing pitch methodology. In the same way, a small number of pitches are
considered to be capable of sustaining more than two games per week.

5.11

The audit was weighted according to the actual capability of each pitch. Pitches that
were considered capable of sustaining only one match per week were therefore
weighted as only equivalent to half a pitch in the audit. The weighting system used is
outlined in Table 5.1 below.
Table 5.1

Carrying capacity for each type of pitch
Carrying Capacity

5.12

Multiplication Factor

Four matches per week

2.0

Three matches per week

1.5

Two matches

1.0

One match per week

0.5

One match or less per fortnight

0.25

To assign a carrying capacity to each pitch, we have used the estimate provided by
clubs for their own pitches and utilised the information gathered from surveys and
consultation to estimate the carrying capacity for other pitches. Where we have
received no specific comments regarding a pitch, the following assumptions have
been made:
•

a carrying capacity of 0.5 for all school facilities as they are unlikely to be able
to accommodate as many matches as a public facility

•

Parish Council/local authority pitches have a carrying capacity of 1 (a
standard assumption).

5.13

The two STPs have been assigned a carrying capacity of two (eight hockey games a
week) as the artificial surface is able to withstand a far greater degree of usage.

5.14

The following paragraphs outline the information on pitch quality gained from the
surveys, site visits and consultation.
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Club surveys - quality of pitches and ancillary facilities
5.15

All sports clubs playing on pitches in the District were asked about their perceptions
of pitch quality by postal questionnaire. The results highlighted that football clubs
were generally well pleased with the facilities on offer. Most aspects of the pitches
(eg firmness of surface, line markings) were rated “acceptable” to “good”. The
ancillary facilities were rated also rated acceptable to good but value for money was
only “acceptable”, as was the overall score.

5.16

In particular a large number of comments were made about the poor quality of the
third pitch at Beacon Park. In light of this, its carrying capacity has been reduced to
one game per week.
Site Visits

5.17

The quality of the sites were assessed using the site assessment matrix developed
as part of the 2003 review of the Playing Pitch Methodology. A copy of this Matrix
can be found in Appendix E.

5.18

The site assessment matrix rates both the ancillary facilities (changing rooms,
parking, etc.) and pitches, and provides a percentage score for each. The
percentage scores translate in the following ratings:
Ancillary Facilities
•

over 90% - excellent

•

60% to 89% - good

•

40% to 59% - average

•

30% to 39% - poor

•

less than 30% - very poor.

Pitches

5.19

•

over 90% - excellent pitch

•

64% to 90% - good pitch

•

55% to 64% - average pitch

•

30% to 54% - below average pitch

•

less than 30% - poor pitch.

The site visits showed that the quality and pitches and ancillary facilities were
generally high with the vast majority of sites scoring between 64 to 90% for pitches
and 60% to 89% for ancillary facilities. There were a number of sites and which were
rated very highly, these are:
•

Lichfield cricket, hockey and rugby club

•

Chasetown FC

•

King Edward Leisure Centre.
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5.20

There were two sites that scored particularly poorly. The first site was Shortbutts
Lane which lacks a changing area or parking facilities. In addition the grass
coverage was poor in places and was in need of cutting whilst the pitch had some
dog fouling and other litter on it.

5.21

The second site that scored poorly was Burntwood Leisure Centre. The ancillary
facilities scored highly at this site but the pitches were overgrown and lacked grass
coverage in places. Litter was also an issue but the pitches were generally free of
dog fouling.
PPM calculations

5.22

Table 5.2, overleaf, demonstrates the calculations undertaken to determine the
surplus/deficit of pitches in the District. It should be noted that the calculated
surplus/deficit is based upon the peak load of games to be played at a specific time
during the week (ie am or pm on a day), however, for some sports eg mini-soccer, it
may be possible to spread the games during the course of a Sunday morning and
therefore not require the maximum amount of pitches. This will be considered further
in Section 7.
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Table 5.2 PPM calculations for the District
Minisoccer

Football
STAGE ONE

Adult games

56

Identifying teams

Junior teams

53

STAGE TWO

Adult games

0.5

Calculate home games per week

Junior teams

0.5

STAGE THREE (S1x S2)

Adult games

28

Assessing total home games per week

Junior teams

27

STAGE FOUR

Adult games

0%

Junior teams

0%

Saturday AM
Saturday PM

Establish temporal demand for
pitches

STAGE FIVE (S3 x S4)

Sunday AM
Sunday PM

20%

Junior teams

20%

Adult games

80%

Junior teams

80%

Adult games

0%

Junior teams

0%

Mid week 1Specify day

Adult games

0%

Junior teams

0%

Mid week 2Specify day

Adult games

0%

Junior teams

0%

Saturday AM
Saturday PM

Defining pitches used each day

Adult games

Sunday AM
Sunday PM

Adult games

0

Junior teams

0

Adult games

6

Junior teams

5

Adult games

22

Junior teams

21

Adult games

0

Junior teams

0

Mid week 1Specify day

Adult games

0

Junior teams

0

Mid week 2Specify day

Adult games

0

Junior teams

0

STAGE SIX

Adult games

47

Establishing pitches currently available

Junior teams

9

STAGE SEVEN (S6-S5)

Adult games

47.0

Junior teams

8.5

Adult games

41.4

Junior teams

3.2

Adult games

24.6

Junior teams

-12.7

Adult games

47.0

Junior teams

8.5

Mid week 1Specify day

Adult games

47.0

Junior teams

8.5

Mid week 2Specify day

Adult games

47.0

Junior teams

8.5

Saturday AM
Saturday PM

Identifying shortfall (-) and
surplus (+)

5.23

Sunday AM
Sunday PM

39

Rugby
Union
16

20

13

Cricket

37
0.5
19
100%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
19
0
0
0
0
0

Hockey
7

0.7

0.5

0.5

0.7

0.5

0.5

27

8

7

14

7

4

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

45%

100%

100%

50%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

100%

100%

50%

0%

0%

50%

0%

0%

5%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0%

0

0

0

0

0

0

12

8

7

7

0

0

0

0

0

0

7

4

14

0

0

7

0

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

8

17

-10.5

16.5

8.0

-2.8

8.0

16.5

8.0

-4.2

8.0

15.1

8.0

16.5

10
4
9.5
3.5
1.5
3.5
9.5
-3.0
9.5
3.5
9.5
3.5
9.5
3.5

The PPM calculations (above) can inform the basis of local plan policies with the
objective of resolving deficits and oversupplies of pitches.

A Playing Pitch Strategy for Lichfield District

14

Page 37

6
5.5
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Key issues
5.24

5.25

Key issues arising at the District level from Table 5.2 are:
•

there is an oversupply (+24.6) of full size adult football pitches on the peak
day (Sunday) across the District

•

there is an undersupply (-12.7) of junior football pitches on the peak day
(Sunday) at a District level

•

there is an undersupply (-10.5) of mini-soccer pitches in the District on the
peak day (Saturday morning)

•

there is a undersupply of cricket pitches (-4.2) on the peak day (Sunday)

•

there is an slight oversupply (1.5) of adult rugby pitches on the peak day
(Saturday)

•

there is an undersupply (-3) of junior rugby pitches on the peak day (Sunday)

•

there is an undersupply of hockey pitches (-1.5) on the peak day (Saturday).

The PPM can then be applied at ward level (see Table 5.3 overleaf) showing the over
and under supply compared to the current demand in each ward. However it should
be strongly noted that ward boundaries are effectively an artificial barrier in that on
the ground people naturally travel across boundaries to access pitches. Therefore an
oversupply in one ward is likely to cater for the needs of neighbouring wards that may
have an undersupply. Nevertheless it is a useful way of displaying the data at a local
level.
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5.26

Shortfall of Mini-soccer

Shortfall of cricket

Shortfall of adult rugby union

Shortfall of junior rugby union

Shortfall of adult rugby league

Shortfall of junior rugby league

Shortfall of hockey

-0.2
-0.4
1.6
0.0
0.0
2.6
-0.2
0.0
0.0
3.8
0.2
1.8
0.0
0.8
-0.4
0.6
0.9
4.0
1.0
1.7
1.8
1.6
0.0
1.6
0.0
1.8
24.6

-0.4
-0.4
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
-1.2
0.5
0.0
-3.4
0.0
0.4
-4.6
-0.4
0.0
0.0
-1.4
0.0
0.0
1.0
-0.8
1.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
-3.0
-12.7

-2.0
-1.5
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
-1.5
0.0
-3.0
-4.0
0.5
0.0
0.0
-1.0
0.0
0.0
1.5
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.5
0.0
-10.5

0.0
-0.4
0.6
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.2
0.0
0.5
0.0
-1.0
0.0
0.3
-0.7
1.3
0.0
0.0
1.0
-2.6
-0.8
0.0
0.0
-0.4
0.0
-2.2
-4.2

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
1.5
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.5
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
-0.5
1.5

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
1.5
0.0
-1.0
0.0
1.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
-4.5
-3.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
1.5
0.0
-1.5
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
-1.5
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
-1.5

Table 5.3 matches demand against supply at specific sites. Therefore higher
demand is frequently seen where there is higher provision. The key issues arising
from the table are:
•

nine wards have an overall shortfall of pitches. The largest is Fazeley, largely
due to the deficiencies for junior and mini soccer. Whittington also has a large
deficit of pitches, showing shortfalls in junior football and rugby pitches and
adult rugby pitches

•

four wards showed a small deficiency for adult football pitches and these are
predominately based in the Burntwood sub-area. There are three wards with
a surplus of two pitches are more

A Playing Pitch Strategy for Lichfield District

Page 39

Total pitches

Shortfall of junior football

Ward name
All Saints
Alrewas and Fradley
Armitage with Handsacre
Boley Park
Boney Hay
Bounre Vale
Burntwood Central
Chadsmead
Chase Terrace
Chasetown
Colton and Mavesyn
Curborough
Fazeley
Hammerwich
Highfield
King's Bromley
Leomansley
Little Aston
Longdon
Mease and Tame
Shenstone
St Johns
Stonnall
Stowe
Summerfield
Whittington
Total

Summary of PPM results by ward

Shortfall of adult football

Table 5.3

-2.6
-2.7
2.2
0.0
0.0
2.6
-1.4
3.7
0.0
-1.6
0.2
-0.8
-8.6
1.2
-1.1
1.9
-1.5
4.0
2.0
2.2
0.2
1.1
0.0
1.3
0.5
-8.4
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5.27

•

nine wards have a deficiency of junior football pitches. Aside from Fazeley,
the largest is Chasetown (3.4 pitches) followed by Whittington (3 pitches).
Four of the deficiencies are less than one pitch

•

a total of seven wards are showing a deficiency in cricket pitches, the largest
of these are in Mease and Tame (2.6 pitches) and Whittington (2.2 pitches)

•

the surpluses and deficiencies for adult rugby are all quite negligible with
Curborough the only ward to have a surplus of 1 pitch. One ward show a
surplus of half a pitch

•

the deficiency of junior rugby pitches is centred upon the wards of Whittington
and Chasetown – where the two largest clubs are based

•

the wards of Chasetown and St Johns show deficiencies for hockey as this is
where the two STPs are based.

It can be seen the deficiencies in junior rugby and to a lesser extent adult rugby and
hockey are felt in the only wards where there are clubs. The over and under
provision of various football facilities is spread around the District.
Amalgamation of wards

5.28

For pitch sports, there is an accepted need for players to travel to games. Therefore,
the ward analysis as highlighted in Table 5.3, although useful in terms for highlighting
areas of shortfall/surplus, can misrepresent the real situation by not taking into
account cross-boundary issues.

5.29

The four analysis-areas are based on the two main urban areas and the remaining
rural areas as shown in Table 5.4. Table 5.5 (overleaf) reveals the shortfall/surplus
by analysis-areas and does not include pitches without official dual-use agreements.
Table 5.4 Analysis-areas
Lichfield
St John’s

Rural North
Longdon

Rural South
Shenstone

Burntwood
Chasetown

Leomansley

Armitage with
Handsacre

Stonnall

Hammerwich

Little Aston

Highfield

Curborough

Colton and
Mavesyn Ridware

Bourne Vale

All Saints

Stowe

King’s Bromley

Fazeley

Boney Hay

Boley Park

Alrewas and
Fradley

Chadsmead

Whittington

Burntwood Central
Chase Terrace
Summerfield

Mease and Tame
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5.30

0.0 2.5 0.0
1.5 -1.0 -1.5
0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 -4.5 0.0
1.5 -3.0 -1.5

Total pitches

Shortfall of hockey

-1.2
0.1
-0.8
-2.3
-4.2

Shortfall of junior rugby union

Shortfall of cricket

5.9
0.5
-4.0
3.8 -5.4
-2.5
8.4 -5.4
-4.0
6.5 -2.4
0.0
24.6 -12.7 -10.5

Shortfall of adult rugby union

Shortfall of Mini-soccer

Analysis area name
Lichfield
Burntwood
Rural South
Rural North

Shortfall of junior football

PPM calculations by analysis-area

Shortfall of adult football

Table 5.5

3.7
-5.0
-1.8
-2.7

The key issues arising from Table 5.5 at an analysis level are:
•

there is an oversupply of adult football pitches in all four analysis areas

•

there are undersupplies of junior football pitches in all areas except Lichfield,
where the surplus is insignificant

•

none of the analysis-areas have an oversupply of mini-soccer pitches

•

only the Burntwood area has an oversupply of cricket pitches but this is of an
insignificant level

•

no areas have an undersupply of adult rugby pitches

•

both Burntwood and the Rural North areas show deficiencies of junior rugby
pitches however the Lichfield area shows an oversupply

•

there is a deficiency of hockey pitches in the Burntwood area.
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Predicting the future
Introduction
5.31

This section of the report models the “what if” scenario. It analyses future
participation trends in line with population increases in order to estimate the supply
and demand scenario for 2021.
Team Generation Rates

5.32

Team Generation Rates (TGRs) indicate how many people in a specified age group
are required to generate one team. TGRs are derived by dividing the appropriate
population age band for the relevant sport (eg for adult football it is the 16-45 age
group) by the number of teams playing that sport. Calculating TGRs enables fair
comparison to be made between different areas where similar studies have been
undertaken. A high TGR indicates a high level of latent demand whilst a low TGR
suggests a low level of latent demand.

5.33

TGRs can be calculated for each of the individual disciplines, eg adult men’s football,
adult women’s football, mini-soccer. Once these TGRs have been calculated, they
can be brought together to form one TGR for each sport. Further details on the TGRs
can be found in Appendix F.

5.34

The TGRs for each sport in the District of Lichfield are shown in Table 5.6 to 5.9
below, compared to the national average based on Sport England database of
Playing Pitch Strategy information as at March 2004.
Table 5.6

Football Team Generation Rates
Age group
Senior male
Senior female
Junior male

TGR
1:324
1:8,924
1:78

Junior female

1:536

Overall Lichfield District

1:392

Overall national average

1:239

Mini-soccer

1:126
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Table 5.7

Cricket Team Generation Rates
Age group

TGR
1:606

Senior male

n/a1

Senior female
Junior male

1:207
n/a1

Junior female

Table 5.8

Overall Lichfield District

1:955

Overall national average

1:761

Rugby Union Team Generation Rates
Age group

TGR

Senior male

1:1,456

Senior female

1:5,557

Junior male

1:326
n/a1

Junior female

Table 5.9

Overall Lichfield District

1:1,600

Overall national average

1:1,498

Hockey Team Generation Rates
Age group

TGR

Senior male

1:1,905

Senior female

1:3,570

Junior male

1:429

Junior female

1:1,563

Overall Lichfield District

1:1,788

Overall national average

1:2,567

What do these numbers mean?
5.35

The following examples help clarify what TGRs mean:
1:100

Î high TGR Î relatively low latent (unmet) demand

1: 1000

Î low TGR Î relatively high latent (unmet) demand

1

It is not possible to derive a number for these sporting subtypes as there are currently no teams in
the area by which to judge the number of persons needed to make one team.
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5.36

These figures are only a guide and do not specify the sport or refer to local
conditions. For example, the national popularity of football will mean that it will almost
always have the lowest TGR. Equally, hockey usually has the highest. Therefore, it
is more useful to compare the District of Lichfield’s TGRs with other areas.

5.37

From our previous work we have found that football TGRs range from 1:118 in MidDevon to 1:636 in Waltham Forest. This means that the District of Lichfield has an
above average latent demand for football. However the figures for female junior
football are impressive and it is felt that this will feed through into female adult
football in subsequent years, reducing the latent demand.

5.38

For cricket, the TGRs have ranged from 1:212 in West Devon to 1:9,450 in Newham.
The majority of TGR’s for cricket are below 1:1,000, making the District of Lichfield’s
TGR of 1:955 slightly lower than average. This indicates that there is relatively low
latent demand for cricket in the area.

5.39

For rugby union, TGRs have ranged from 1:495 in Mid-Devon to 1:6,615 in Newham.
The District of Lichfield’s TGR of 1:1,600 and this indicates that the level of latent
demand for rugby in the area is not particularly large.

5.40

For hockey, TGRs have ranged from 1:881 in Bath and North East Somerset to
1:9,890 in Rochdale. The District of Lichfield’s TGR is 1:1,788 which suggests there
is relatively low latent demand.
Projections for 2021

5.41

By applying TGRs to the population projections for 2021, we can project the
theoretical number of teams that would be generated over the next few years. This
can then be applied to the PPM model to forecast the future shortfall of pitches,
assuming that no new pitches are built in the interim and that TGRs remain the
same. This model only includes pitches with official community use.
Population growth

5.42

Lichfield District Council provided PMP with detailed population estimates for the
year 2021. The total increase for the District was just under 5% however a large
number of wards are predicted to experience a decrease in population. The wards
which will experience a significant population drop are:
•

All Saints

•

Boley Park

•

Bourne Vale

•

Curborough

•

Hammerwich

•

King’s Bromley

•

Little Aston

•

Shenstone

•

Summerfield.
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Table 5.10, below, provides details on the expected surpluses and deficiencies in
2021.

5.44

Shortfall of adult rugby union

Shortfall of junior rugby union

Shortfall of hockey

2.4
3.8
8.3
8.9
23.4

-0.8
-4.3
-5.5
-2.5
-6.0
-4.5
-2.4
-0.2
-14.8 -11.5

-1.0
0.0
-0.6
-3.2
-4.8

0.1
1.4
0.0
0.1
1.6

2.5
-1.1
0.0
-4.4
-3.0

-1.0
-1.6
0.0
0.0
-2.6

Total pitches

Shortfall of cricket

Analysis area name
Lichfield
Burntwood
Rural South
Rural North

Shortfall of Mini-soccer

PPM calculations by analysis area (2021)

Shortfall of junior football

Table 5.10

Shortfall of adult football

5.43

-2.0
-5.6
-2.9
-1.2

The key issues arising from the above analysis are that:
•

the surplus of adult football pitches reduces slightly to 23.4

•

the undersupply of junior football pitches rises to –14.8

•

the undersupply in mini-soccer pitches will increase from –10.5 to –11.5

•

the undersupply of hockey pitches will increase from –1.5 to –2.6 with the
largest deficiency still contained within the Burntwood analysis area

•

the undersupply of cricket pitches and junior rugby pitches will remain static at
–4.8 and –3.0

•

the slight oversupply of adult rugby pitches will increase to 1.6.

5.45

It can be seen from the issues raised above, that there can be key changes over a
period of years (such as an increase in population and participation) that will
significantly change the supply/demand of pitches. The capability to model ‘what if?’
scenarios ensure that a changing local context can always be accommodated and
local policies changed to reflect this. This should form the basis of monitoring of the
situation to be undertaken by the Council on a regular basis.

5.46

There are currently a large number of sports development programmes being led in
the District. Examples of this include the growth of junior rugby and mini-soccer. It
has been assumed that the sports development initiatives will increase participation
by 15% in each sport. This reflects the 1% year on year increase in physical activity
targets goal from the Game Plan strategy. Table 5.11, overleaf, shows the effect of
this participation increase.
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5.47

0.8
2.7
7.7
8.4
19.6

-1.6
-5.2
-6.5
-3.6
-7.1
-5.2
-3.0
-0.4
-18.3 -14.4

Total pitches

Shortfall of hockey

Shortfall of junior rugby union

Shortfall of adult rugby union

Shortfall of cricket

Shortfall of Mini-soccer

Analysis area name
Lichfield
Burntwood
Rural South
Rural North

Shortfall of junior football

PMP calculations by analysis area with sports development
increases (2021)

Shortfall of adult football

Table 5.11

-1.6 -0.1 2.5 -1.6
-6.8
-0.2 1.0 -1.4 -2.2 -10.1
-1.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
-5.6
-5.0 -0.6 -5.1 0.0
-5.7
-7.8 0.4 -4.0 -3.8

When factoring sports development increases with population changes it can be
seen in this scenario that the increases and decreases in surpluses and deficiencies
is far more pronounced and how valuable an asset the oversupply of adult football
pitches will be. Section 6 examines how these shortfalls, if they come to fruition, can
be addressed.
Conclusion

5.48

This section has presented the modelling element of the Playing Pitch Strategy.
However it is important to ensure that all the data, both quantitative and qualitative,
are brought together when presenting the way forward for the strategy.
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Mapping to show surpluses and deficiencies
Adult football 2005

Adult football 2021
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Junior Football 2005

Junior football 2021
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Mini soccer 2005

Mini soccer 2021
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Cricket 2005

Cricket 2021
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Adult rugby union 2005

Adult rugby union 2021
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Junior rugby union 2005

Junior rugby union 2021
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Hockey 2005

Hockey 2021
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Tennis and bowls
Introduction and background
5.49

This section reviews the current provision of tennis and bowls in the District of
Lichfield and makes recommendations for future provision. The study is focused
upon outdoor provision as a separate analysis of indoor sports provision in Lichfield
will occur at a later date.

5.50

The study follows a PPG17 methodology for reviewing the outdoor provision for
bowls and tennis. This will follow the key principles of quality, quantity and
accessibility.
Bowls

5.51

In order to assess outdoor bowls provision in the District it was first necessary to
identify all facilities within the District. A total of 16 bowling greens were identified
and these are a mix of both public and private facilities.
Quantity

5.52

The population of 93,171 equates to a standard of 0.017 bowling greens per 1,000
population, however this includes people of all ages. Including only those residents
of 60 years of age and over equates to a standard of 0.796 bowling greens per 1,000
population.

5.53

In order to measure the demand for facilities, questionnaires were sent to all clubs in
the District and discussions held with key stakeholders. In total six questionnaires
were returned from bowls clubs. All but one survey showed that membership levels
had decreased over the last five years and there is spare capacity for members. The
sixth club (Lichfield Bowling Club) had a static membership but still had spare
capacity for new members.

5.54

Discussions regarding the usage of bowling greens in the District showed that the
greens at Beacon Park are extensively used and are the most well used in the
District. Other greens are used only by private clubs (Trent Valley and Ridware) and
are unavailable to the general public on a “pay and play” basis. Consultation with
governing bodies showed that there has been a decline in the number of greens and
clubs in the District due to private companies no longer subsiding clubs to the same
extent as previously. Plans by the national governing bodies are in place to increase
the number of younger people participating in the sport, which could help to reverse
this trend.
Quality

5.55

There were two methods used to ascertain the quality of bowling greens in the
District. Surveys and follow up consultations specifically asked questions regarding
the quality of clubs own and other bowling greens. In addition, a number of site visits
were undertaken to bowling greens throughout the District.

5.56

As the greens at Beacon Park are extensively used they are afforded little time to
rest and recover. Therefore it was inevitable that some negative comments regarding
the quality of the greens would be made. However, the negative comments were few
and a number of the comments were directed towards the quality of the ancillary
facilities rather than the greens.
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5.57

Private sites did generally rate more highly for the quality of the green but this is to be
expected as they have less usage. The only exception to this was the Chadwick
Arms Public House green where the grass coverage is poor in places. The main
quality finding is that greens in Lichfield are of a good quality but ancillary facilities
need improving.
Accessibility

5.58

Figure 5.1, overleaf, shows the location of each of the bowling greens within the
District and a 20 minute walktime, equivalent to 960m, was used to ascertain
accessibility to each site. The 20-minute walktime is based on Sport England
recommendations, but it should be noted that for rural areas a 20 minute drivetime is
recommended. This now forms part of the Comprehensive Performance
Assessments for many Local Authorities.

5.59

Focusing upon the urban area of Lichfield City, it can be seen that there are
significant areas to the north and south of the city without access within 20 minutes to
an outdoor bowling green. Current provision is focused upon a central band across
the built up area. In the Burntwood/Hammerwich urban area there are significant
areas to the north without access within a 20 minute walktime.

5.60

For the rural areas the south east section of the District does not have its own
bowling green but is adequately covered by provision in the Tamworth Local
Authority area. In other rural areas there are towns and villages without access to
provision but using the 20 minute drivetime proposed by Sport England does more
than adequately cover the entire District.
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Figure 5.1

ID
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16

Bowls provision in Lichfield District

Name
Beacon Park
Bowling Green Pub
Chasetown Bowls Green
Lichfield Bowls Club
Trent Valley Hotel
Whittington Bowls Club
Chadwick Arms Public House
Meerash Lane, Hammerwich
Church Street, Lichfield
Hammerwich Cricket Club
Windmill Inn, Gentleshaw
Armitage Millmoor Avenue
Little Aston
Alrewas (two greens)
Rugely Power Station
Kings Bromley
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Tennis
5.61

There are fourteen tennis facilities in the District, with a mix of public, private and
educational facilities.
Quantity

5.62

The fourteen sites identified have a total of 51 courts between them, which equates
to a provision level of 0.547 courts per 1,000 population. The breakdown of courts is
as follows:
•

Lichfield Friary Tennis Club – 6 floodlit synthetic turf courts

•

Beacon Park Tennis Courts – 4 tarmac courts

•

Lichfield Lawn Tennis Club – 5 floodlit Macadam (hard) courts

•

Friary Grange Leisure Centre – 4 floodlit tarmac courts

•

Burntwood Leisure Centre – 2 floodlit tarmac courts

•

Esporta – 4 floodlit Macadam (hard) courts

•

Little Aston Tennis Courts– 3 Shale courts

•

Shenstone Sports and Social Club – 2 tarmac courts

•

Rugeley Power Station – 2 Macadam (hard) courts

•

Rawlett Community Leisure Centre – 3 hard courts

•

Nether Stowe High School – 2 Tarmac courts

•

Chasetown Specialist Sports College – 8 Tarmac courts

•

Chase Terrace High School – 4 Tarmac courts

•

King Edward VI Secondary School – 2 Tarmac courts.

5.63

In terms of demand, discussions regarding the publicly available tennis courts show
that there are windows of availability for tennis courts, though there are seasonal
peaks in demand. The two private clubs that responded reported that their
membership numbers have remained static and have capacity in the clubs for
additional members.

5.64

There is likely to be an increase in demand placed upon courts in the area unless
Lichfield Lawn Tennis Club is successfully relocated. The clubs lease runs out in six
years and the Council should work with the club to successfully relocate them
however there maybe an opportunity to renew their lease should the development
not proceed.
Quality

5.65

As per outdoor bowls, the quality of tennis courts was ascertained through site visits
and surveys. The findings were that the best quality courts were based at the private
clubs in the area. However, both Lichfield Lawn and Lichfield Friary have reasonably
small clubhouses and require improvements to the car parking areas.
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5.66

The public tennis courts varied in quality. The courts at Burntwood Leisure Centre
were adjudged to be in the worst condition with poor surface quality, large amounts
of rubbish on the courts and poor floodlighting. The courts at Beacon Park and Friary
Grange were deemed to be slightly superior, but there were still issues with litter and
car parking. On a positive note, there were good quality nets at all public sites.
Accessibility

5.67

Figure 5.2, overleaf, shows the location of each of the tennis courts in the District
with a 20-minute walktime illustrated from each. As per outdoor bowls this is based
on Sport England recommendations but rural areas are based on a 20-minute
drivetime rather than a walktime.

5.68

In the urban area of Lichfield City there is a lack of provision running along the north
to east edge of the built up area. In the Burntwood/Hammerwich area the facilities
are centrally based but this leaves access issues to the north, east and south of the
built up area. It is also of note that all but one of the facilities in the
Burntwood/Hammerwich area are school facilities with no public access.

5.69

As per the outdoor bowls map, there are large rural areas without access but the
south east area is covered adequately by cross border provision in Tamworth. All
other rural areas are covered by using a 20-minute drivetime rather than a 20-minute
walktime.
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Figure 5.2

ID
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14

Tennis provision in Lichfield District

Name
Burntwood Leisure Centre
Beacon Park
Friary Grange Leisure Centre
Esporta
Lichfield Friary Tennis Club
Lichfield Lawn Tennis Club
Little Aston Tennis Club
Rugeley Power Station
Nether Stowe High School
Shenstone Sports and Social Club
Chase Terrace High School
Chasetown Specialist Sports College
King Edward VI School
Rawlett Community Leisure Centre
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SECTION 5 – THE PLAYING PITCH METHODOLOGY
Conclusions and recommendations
5.70

For outdoor bowls there are large areas of Lichfield City and Burntwood/Hammerwich
without access within a 20 minute walktime however declining membership levels
means that new outdoor bowls provision would be economically unfeasible. To this
end all existing bowling greens, whether public or private, should be protected. If
development on an existing green does occur a replacement facility should be
constructed in an equal or superior location from an accessibility viewpoint. The
Council should also aim to increase the quality of its own ancillary facilities.

5.71

A local standard should be set at the current level of 0.017 bowling greens per 1,000
population. Contributions should be encouraged from all new housing developments
with a general monetary pool set up from which improvements can be funded.

5.72

All national governing bodies for bowls introduced a “youth development” scheme to
provide pathway development for young persons and children. This scheme has
been running since 2000 but there appears to have had no effect on participation
rates in Lichfield. Should this have a long-term effect, the current clubs would be
able to manage with any increases in participation this brings.

5.73

For outdoor tennis there are again large gaps in provision from an accessibility
viewpoint but with all clubs showing capacity for new members there is little point in
providing new facilities. The Burntwood area is most poorly provided for with regards
to tennis court quality and accessibility so it should be the Council’s aim to improve
facilities at the Leisure Centre. In the long term, should the need for additional courts
arise, the Council should look to work with schools to open up access to their
facilities rather than provide new facilities.

5.74

The Council should also look to work with Lichfield Tennis Club in order to provide
new facilities by offering guidance on new possible sites and sources of funding. If
Sport England targets for increased participation (1% per annum) are achieved than
the pressures felt by the loss of this club will be more acute. Any proposals to
relocate the club to a school site with no current public access would not be realistic
as the tennis courts are currently used during school times.

5.75

A local standard of 0.547 tennis courts per 1,000 population should be set for outdoor
tennis. Contributions should be encouraged from all new housing developments with
a general monetary pool set up from which improvements can be funded.

5.76

Monies raised from the two local standards should be used for increasing the quality
of existing facilities and, should the quantity of monies allow, for the long term
planning of new facilities in areas currently without access.
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SECTION 6 – PRIORITIES FOR ACTION AND KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

Priorities for action and key recommendations
6.1

This section sets out the key issues highlighted in this study and recommendations
for how these can be addressed. All recommendations feed into an Action Plan,
contained within the Executive Summary.

6.2

The research findings lead to the following components as a basis for maintaining
and improving playing pitch provision in Lichfield District:
•

protection of existing provision where appropriate

•

overcoming identified deficiencies and planning for new provision

•

enhancement of existing provision

•

developing a local standard.

Protection of existing provision
Local Development Framework Policies
6.3

The deficiencies identified in certain pitch types emphasise the importance of
protecting many of the existing areas of playing pitch land and open space in public,
private and educational ownership as playing pitches are often under threat from
other, non-sport development.

6.4

All known sports pitch sites, irrespective of ownership, should be delineated on
proposals maps and afforded protection within specific policies that benefit sport and
physical activity within the District.

6.5

The likely policies outlined in the emerging Local Development Framework could
represent a pragmatic approach to the development of playing pitch, open space and
sports facilities provision in the District, for example:
•

to encourage a more efficient and effective use of recreational facilities and
open spaces throughout the District by reviewing and re-organising the use of
open spaces and the layout of sports pitches

•

to improve the quality and standard of provision of open space and
recreational facilities and stimulate new provision to meet people’s needs
through the review of facilities supported by the Council, adherence to defined
and adopted standards, consideration of local demand for particular activities
and private and other public investment in partnership with the District
Council.

Recommendation 1:
The Council should seek to safeguard all pitches in areas where demand meets
supply or there is a current and/or predicted deficiency. Pitch disposals in
such scenarios should only be considered if superior pitch provision is
proposed.

A Playing Pitch Strategy for Lichfield District

Page 61
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Unsecured sites
6.6

As discussed in Section 4, there are currently 18 pitches at 9 sites in the District
(predominately at education sites) without dual-use agreements which are used on
an ad hoc basis by community teams. These sites are a valuable resource to the
District at present and consideration should be given to securing their future use.
This will enable the Council to plan for the future with some degree of certainty where
shared provision is concerned. Dual-use facilities have the potential to maximise use
of existing assets and such partnerships are attractive to public funding partners.

6.7

Of particular concern are the junior football and mini-soccer pitches that are currently
used by the community. Securing the future usage of these facilities could help
reduce the identified current/future shortfall of each facility type in the District.

mini football pitches

cricket pitches

adult rugby union pitches

junior rugby union pitches

adult grass hockey pitches

artificial hockey pitches

0 1
0 2
0 2
4 5
4 10

0
2
0
1
3

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
1
1

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

0
0
0
0
0

adult football pitches

Analysis-area
Lichfield
Burntwood
Rural South
Rural North
Total

junior football pitches

Table 6.1 Unsecured pitches in Lichfield District currently used by community
teams

6.8

Table 6.1 illustrates that there are currently facilities at school sites that provide a
valuable resource to the community. The development of the dual-use of school
playing fields and the joint development of community pitch facilities on education
sites has the potential to assist in meeting future demand (2021 projections) for junior
football and mini-soccer pitches in the District, although consideration should be
given to the location of these facilities.

6.9

Implementation of this requires genuine financial commitment from local authorities
to improve playing surfaces and capacity, providing or improving changing
accommodation and possibly providing revenue subsidies to users.

6.10

Clearly there are management issues inherent in formulating and managing dual-use
agreements. Further advice and guidance can be obtained from Sport England’s
Planning Bulletin 16 – School Sites and Community Provision (2004). This is
available free of charge from the Sport England website
(www.sportengland.org/planningkitbag)
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Recommendation 2:
The Council should seek to secure formal community use agreements where
possible with local schools where the community already has access to
facilities in order to secure their usage for the medium and long term. In
addition the Council should seek to identify further opportunities for the
community to use school facilities.
6.11

It is recognised that it will prove very difficult to formalise any sort of agreement to
use the Army barracks in Whittington. Once the long-term future of the barracks is
known, the future provision of the clubs using its facilities will need to be reviewed
accordingly.

6.12

Lichfield District has an identified that adult football pitches are currently under
utilised. The key reasons for this are highlighted below:

6.13

•

the growth of the five a side game

•

lack of women’s adult football in the District

•

children using junior/mini pitches rather than adult

•

a comparatively high proportion of football pitches secured for public use.

The number of under utilised adult pitches is beneficial to the overall levels of
provision in the District for the following reasons:
•

adult pitches can be changed into junior, mini-soccer or junior rugby

•

the pitches allow the Council to rest pitches and therefore maintain and
improve pitch quality

•

the pitches allow for the expected growth in female football

•

the pitches could provide a valuable resource to local schools that have no,
limited or poor quality school playing fields.

Recommendation 3:
The Council should consider re-designating a proportion of the adult pitches
for other sports with an identified shortfall (eg mini-soccer), where another
solution has not been identified (eg new pitch provision).
Maintenance regimes
6.14

Maintenance is a very important factor in the quality of pitch provision in the District.
This study has highlighted a number of sites where there is some concern over the
quality of ancillary facilities and pitches. Recommendations have been made for
pitch improvements where appropriate, however it is important that all providers
review their maintenance practices on a regular basis to ensure that they are
providing quality facilities.
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6.15

Any programme of improvements should bear in mind the following aspects:
•

the standard of play at the site (including league requirements)

•

the intended capacity of the site (number of games and training sessions per
week and level of informal use)

•

the need to encourage use by young people, women and other target groups
through appropriate ancillary facilities

•

facility specifications from national governing body strategies.

6.16

Under utilised pitches identified within this study can be used to improve
management practices, for example, by rotating games and resting pitches in the
high season.

6.17

All pitches which host league matches should meet the minimum quality standards
for facilities set out by the governing body, the NPFA and Sport England. In addition,
all provision should comply with the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) 1995.
Recommendation 4:
Utilise a number of the identified under utilised pitches to use as a strategic
reserve and to improve quality through a quality maintenance routine.
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Overcoming sport specific deficiencies and issues
6.18

Deficiencies in pitches arise when there is an absolute shortage and/or when existing
pitch(es) cannot accommodate existing demand, particularly at peak periods. Some
degree of spare capacity is an integral part of playing pitch provision.

6.19

The recommendations set out additional provision, by analysis area, in line with the
Playing Pitch Future Scenario (2011) modelling, where appropriate. It must be
acknowledged that the recommendations for pitches are a minimum level of
provision, based on a pragmatic approach to what may be feasible in the long-term
and where the latent demand/pressure for additional pitches both now and in the
future has been identified.
District-wide issues

6.20

At the District level there is currently an oversupply of adult football pitches and an
undersupply of junior football and mini-soccer pitches. Modelling the 2021 scenario
maintains a comfortable level of oversupply of adult pitches, whilst the undersupply of
junior football and mini soccer pitches slightly increases. However including the
sports development increases in the 2021 scenario shows the need for such pitches
to be retained as their long-term usage is needed in the two urban areas.

6.21

In total, new provision of 23 new junior/mini soccer pitches is needed to meet current
demand and this will rise to over 26 pitches by 2021 – greater than the total number
of under utilised adult football pitches however the total hectarage needed will be
less.

6.22

There is currently an undersupply for hockey, however this is slightly misleading
because the 3rd generation pitch at Burntwood Leisure Centre has been included in
our calculations, although this pitch is far from ideal for hockey usage. In addition the
three grass hockey pitches at the Friary School have also been included in the
calculations but the use of grass pitches at a competitive level is restricted.
Therefore this undersupply is far greater than it appears. In addition, the usage of the
3rd generation pitch for hockey prevents it being used fully for football – though it is
recognised that competitive games cannot currently be played on this surface.

6.23

As part of this study, we have looked at what could happen in the future. Although
predicting what will happen in the future with any accuracy is very difficult, but
scenarios modelled show that the pressure on junior and mini-soccer pitches, junior
rugby, and cricket will increase.

6.24

The identified deficits can be largely overcome either by securing community use at
school sites, the re-designation of pitches for which there is an over-supply or by the
provision of new pitches.

6.25

However, looking at the results at a District level does mask a number of variations
across the local authority. Therefore, we now look at the issues for each of the four
analysis-areas used in the report. It is important to note that although it is the
responsibility of the Council to take the lead in pitch provision issues, it needs all
sporting clubs and bodies to work together to make the recommendations of this
strategy a reality.
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Playing pitch issues and solutions: Lichfield analysis-area
6.26

The Lichfield analysis-area is made up of six wards in and around the City of
Lichfield. It has a current population of 27,900 which is expected to grow to
approximately 31,743 in 2021. There is currently 1.01ha of accessible playing
pitches per thousand population, the second lowest of the four analysis-areas.

6.27

The overall provision of pitches in the Lichfield analysis area varies between sports.
It has a number of under utilised adult football pitches but the figures are slightly
misleading because there are two adult teams from the Burntwood area (Junction FC
and Trident FC) that use pitches at Beacon Park but are counted under the
Burntwood analysis area.

6.28

This analysis-area is the only area to have an oversupply of junior football pitches,
however the oversupply is negligible. The undersupply of mini-soccer pitches is the
largest deficit of any pitch type in this analysis-area at four pitches.

6.29

There is an undersupply of cricket pitches, the second largest of the four analysis
areas. Currently the Council do not provide any outdoor cricket facilities.

6.30

There is small undersupply of adult rugby pitches in the area in the analysis area but
an oversupply of junior pitches.

6.31

For hockey the demand modelling shows that supply meets demand in both the
current and future scenarios but this hides the fact the current facilities available and
used are not ideal for competitive hockey.
Table 6.2 Playing pitch issues and solutions: Lichfield analysis-area
Issue

Junior football
An oversupply
of 0.5 in 2005,
estimated to
become an
undersupply of
–0.8 by 2021

Details/Solution
Without action, the oversupply of junior football pitches will
become an undersupply within a decade. The Council must
decide whether it wants the future deficiency to be met from its
own facilities or from other providers.
There is already one junior football pitch being used by a
community team but without a formal dual-use agreement. The
Council should work with Willows Primary School to secure the
usage of this pitch.

2

Elsewhere there are an additional two junior pitches which are
not currently used by the community but could be, at Scotch
Orchard and Chadsmead Primary Schools. Over the long-term
the Council should approach both schools to ascertain whether
usage of their pitches would be possible.

3

Without schools pitches, it will be necessary for the Council to
redesignate one adult football pitch at another site. This can
only be recommended as a short term measure, as the
oversupply of adult football pitches is due to dramatically
decrease.

4

Due to the pressures on pitches in this area it is vital that all
sites are protected from development unless superior pitch
provision is proposed.
1

Action
Plan1

1

This column indicates the specific point in the Action Plan to which the recommendation refers.
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Issue

Details/Solution

Adult football
An oversupply
of 5.9, estimated
to decrease to
2.4 by 2021

As previously noted, the oversupply of adult football pitches in
this area is overstated. Including the teams Trident and Junction
FC in the calculations reduces the oversupply to 6 pitches for
the current year and 2.5 pitches by 2021. If steps are not taken
to reduce the undersupply of adult football pitches in Burntwood
it is likely that there will be further adult football pitch pressures
in this area.
Short term consideration can be given to redesignating adult
football pitches to junior or mini-soccer pitches. Because of the
population growth expected in this area, the adult football
pitches will be needed in the long-term.
Examining the scenario in 2021, with a 15% increase in
participation, there would be an oversupply of less than 1 pitch.
The Council should ensure that long term plans for the area
include the provision of new adult pitches as well as the
protection of all existing pitches.

Mini-soccer
An undersupply of –4.0,
estimated to
increase to –4.3
by 2021

The undersupply of mini-soccer pitches can be tackled either
through new provision or usage of educational facilities. There
are four mini-soccer pitches also available at schools in this area
that are not currently used by the teams. These schools should
be approached to establish whether usage of their pitches would
be possible.
The nature of mini-soccer means that usage often tends to be at
a single site with multiple pitches and many games played
simultaneously. In this scenario, a single school pitch is not
always best suited for this role. Instead the Council could
consider the redesignation of an adult football pitch. This could
allow up to four mini soccer pitches to be provided. However,
without new provision, this could only be a short-term measure
because of the long-term adult football pressures.

Cricket
An undersupply
of 1.2, estimated
to decrease to
1.0 by 2021

The undersupply of cricket pitches in this area is based around a
single team, Lichfield Nomads Cricket Club. The Council do not
currently provide any pitches in the District so one solution
would be for the Council to start providing cricket pitches again.
The Council should work directly with the Lichfield Nomads
Cricket Club to see how their needs can be best met.

Junior rugby
An oversupply
of 2.5, estimated
to remain at 2.5
in 2021

Junior rugby is showing a number of under utilised pitches in
this area because there are pitches available at both the Friary
and Netherstow Schools that are available to the community.
There is one club in this area, Whittington RUFC and they
currently have no junior teams. Should this club progress and
begin a junior section, the school pitches provide them with an
ideal location for such activities.

Adult rugby
Demand
currently meets
supply but is
estimated to
become a
shortfall of –0.1
by 2021

The one pitch currently meets the demand for the two teams of
Whittington RUFC. Should the club expand and a third team be
created, new provision will be needed. In this scenario new
provision could ideally come from an expansion of the club site.
It is not recommended that the Council take any action in this
area until such a time that the club approaches them with any
additional requirements.
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Issue
Hockey
Demand
currently meets
supply but is
estimated to
become a
shortfall of –1.0
by 2021

Details/Solution

Action
Plan1

The only hockey club in Lichfield is based in the Curborough
ward but is unable to plays its matches at its ground as it
currently does not have an STP. Instead it uses the STPs at
Burntwood Leisure Centre and King Edward Leisure Centre.
The calculations for hockey in this analysis area include the
three grass hockey pitches at the Friary School, however these
are not suitable for club match use so in reality, there is a deficit
of 1.5 pitches. This is further intensified by the fact that the club
currently use a third generation synthetic turf pitch that is not
suited for hockey.
The club have aspirations for their own STP. The Council should
be supportive for any plans to develop such a facility. The longterm possibility of linking it to a development of a sports village
should also be investigated. Alternatively links with the Friary
School should be investigated.

2/3
6/8

Playing pitch issues and solutions: Burntwood analysis-area
6.32

The Burntwood analysis area is made up of those wards in and around the centre of
Burntwood. It has a population of 29,455 that is expected to slightly decrease to
approximately 29,229 by 2021. There is currently 0.81ha of accessible playing
pitches per thousand population, which is the lowest figure of all the analysis-areas.

6.33

This analysis-area has deficiencies in four different pitch types and the largest overall
deficit of pitches (-5.0) of the analysis-areas. This is partly because there is a high
number of sports teams present in the area.

6.34

Lichfield Hockey Club currently plays in both the Lichfield and Burntwood analysis
areas but have the largest deficiency in this area.

6.35

The deficiency in junior and mini soccer pitches is the second highest in the District
and, when combined with the junior rugby deficiency, Burntwood has the largest
deficit for children’s pitches in the District.

6.36

On first inspection it appears that there are under utilised pitches for adult football
and adult rugby but the detail in the table below shows that this is misleading.

6.37

There have been a number of pitch losses in this area and a further pitch, at
Oakdene, is currently under threat. All pitches that have been lost in recent years are
taken into consideration in the modelling results.
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Table 6.3

Playing pitch issues and solutions: Burntwood analysis-area

Issue
Junior football
An undersupply of
–5.4 in 2005,
estimated to
increase to –5.5 by
2021

Details/Solution

Action
Plan2

Currently there are a large number of junior teams in this
analysis area that are playing on adult pitches. To this end the
figures for junior and adult football are a little misleading. The
figures in the left hand column show the situation if the junior
teams were playing on junior pitches. Changing the status of
four junior teams to adult teams (to reflect the pitches they are
currently using) decreases this undersupply to 3.8 pitches.
In either situation there is a large undersupply of junior football
pitches in the area that needs to be rectified. It would be
possible to meet this deficiency through the use of pitches at
primary school sites. It cannot be recommended that any adult
pitches be redesignated due to pressures they currently face.
Because of the large number of clubs and teams in the area,
the Council should give long-term consideration to a sports
village for Burntwood. This would provide a strategic multi-sport
site and would stop the fragmentation of clubs over various
sites that is currently occurring. In addition it is vital that all
current sites are protected from development.

Adult football
An oversupply of
3.8, estimated to
remain at 3.8 in
2021

1/5/8

Although it appears there is currently under utilised adult
football pitches in the area, the reality is a little different.
Because of usage of adult pitches by junior teams, some clubs
(such as Junction and Trident FC) are forced to use pitches
outside the area.
If the junior teams were to use junior pitch provision at schools,
there would be sufficient adult pitches for the teams in
Burntwood. If this does not occur, new provision will be
needed. In either scenario the Council should consider
redistributing provision in the District through the long term
establishment of a sports village. This would allow the majority
of football to occur on a single site and would improve linkages
in clubs between their mini, junior and adult sections. In this
scenario it is envisaged that football participation would
increase in Burntwood.
In the short term, the usage of educational facilities could help
meet the pressures for adult pitches in Burntwood. Our
research suggests that the pitches at the Sports College are
not fully utilised whilst the pitches at Chase Terrace
Technology College are not used at all.
It is vital that all pitches in this area are protected from
development unless superior pitch provision can be provided
by developments.

2

3

This column indicates the specific point in the Action Plan the recommendation refers to.
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Issue
Mini-soccer
An undersupply of
–2.5, estimated to
remain at -2.5 in
2021

Details/Solution

Action
Plan2

Due to the pressures on adult and junior football pitches in the
area, it is not recommended that redesignation of any pitches
occurs to meet the undersupply of mini-soccer pitches.
The Council are able to meet this deficiency through provision
at Primary schools in Burntwood but the nature of mini-soccer
means that usage often tends to be at a single site with
multiple pitches and many games played simultaneously. In
this scenario, a single school pitch is not always best suited for
this role.
Instead, a dedicated mini-soccer area would be best suited to
meet the needs of mini-soccer in Burntwood. This could be part
of a new sports village development (see above). Alternatively
the excess pitch area at Burntwood Leisure Centre could be
converted to meet this need. It would be important to work with
a local club (eg Hammerwich FC) when considering this.

Cricket
An oversupply of
0.1, estimated to
decrease to 0.0 by
2021

As demand currently meets supply and it is predicted that
participation would slightly decrease (due to population
decreases) in the long term, there is no need for the Council to
take any action in this area.

Junior rugby
An undersupply of
–1.0, estimated to
increase to –1.1 in
2021

There are currently only two junior pitches in this area, both
based at Chasetown Specialist Sports College. Burntwood
RUFC is based in this area and the junior teams use only the
adult pitch facilities at the clubs own site. The Council should
be supportive of any plans to develop additional pitches at this
site or for the club to use the junior pitches at the Sports
College.

Adult rugby
An oversupply of
1.5, estimated to
decrease to 1.4 by
2021

The number of under utilised adult rugby pitches is slightly
misleading due to the training and junior usage of the pitches.
In the long-term it is likely that additional pitches will be
needed, especially junior, and the Council should be supportive
of any plans of the club to further develop.

Hockey
An undersupply of
-1.5, estimated to
increase to –1.6 by
2021

The deficiency shown for this area is due to Lichfield hockey
using the Burntwood Leisure Centre facility. In the long-term, it
is hoped that usage of this facility for hockey will cease as the
3rd generation surface is not best suited for the game. The ideal
situation would be for the hockey club to develop their own
water based, floodlit facility. This is likely to be based in the
Lichfield analysis area.
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Playing pitch issues and solutions: Rural North analysis-area
6.38

The Rural North analysis area is made up of those wards in the North of the District,
including the large settlements of Armitage, Fradley and Whittington. It has a
population of 18,458 which is expected to increase to approximately 20,507 by 2021.
There is currently 1.13ha of accessible playing pitches per 1,000 population, the
highest of all four analysis areas.

6.39

The Rural North analysis area has the largest deficiency for cricket of the four
analysis areas (2.9). There are also deficiencies for junior football and junior rugby
union.

6.40

There is only one under utilised pitch type for this analysis area, adult football (5.9).
Table 6.4

Playing pitch issues and solutions: Rural North analysis-area

Issue
Junior football
An undersupply of
-2.4, estimated to
remain at –2.4 by
2021
Adult football
An oversupply of
6.5, estimated to
increase to 9.5 by
2021

Solution

Action
Plan3

The undersupply of junior football pitches can be met through
the redesignation of adult football pitches. The Council should
work with Parish Council’s to identify which pitches have the
least usage and would be best suited to this conversion.
If the recommendations are followed in redesignating adult
football pitches to mini-soccer, junior football and junior rugby
pitches, the level of under utilised pitches will be much
reduced. In addition it is highly likely that the pitch at Rugeley
Power Station will be lost, further decreasing this surplus.

4

4
7

The council should seek to maintain this level of provision to
allow for a strategic reserve of pitches for rest and recovery
and for the realisation of latent demand. Alternative sporting
uses could also be considered for such sites.

3

Mini-soccer
Demand currently
meets supply but
an undersupply of
–0.2 is predicted by
2021

The future undersupply of mini-soccer pitches is negligible so
there is no need to take any action in this area.

Cricket
An undersupply of
-2.3, estimated to
increase to –2.6 by
2021

The large undersupply of cricket pitches is largely due to the
number of teams that play at Tamworth Cricket Club. The club
has only recently moved to the Mease and Tame ward of
Lichfield and the Council should be supportive of any plans
they have to expand. In addition there is a large deficiency in
the Whittington ward.

Junior rugby
An undersupply of
–4.5, estimated to
decrease to -4.4 by
2021

The large deficiency of junior rugby pitches is due to Lichfield
RUFC being based in Whittington. The club has no junior
pitches and the junior teams use the adult pitches and this
brings subsequent pitch quality issues.
The club already have plans to increase the number of pitches
at their club site and the Council should be supportive of the
club in this aim.

This column indicates the specific point in the Action Plan the recommendation refers to.
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Issue

Solution

Action
Plan3

Adult rugby
Demand currently
meets supply but is
estimated to
become a surplus
of 0.1 by 2021

Although Lichfield RUFC currently has enough pitches to meet
the number of adult teams, these pitches suffer through usage
by the junior sections and school use. In order to continue
expanding the club need to provide an additional pitch, the
Council should be supportive of the club in this aim.

Hockey
n/a

The only Hockey club in the District is not based in the Rural
North analysis area.

5/6

Playing pitch issues and solutions: Rural South analysis-area
6.41

The Rural South analysis-area is made up of those wards in the south of the District
including the large settlements at Fazeley and Little Aston. The Rural South analysisarea currently has a population of 14,082 and this is expected to decrease to 14,022
by 2021. There are 1.09ha of accessible playing pitches per thousand population,
the second highest figure for the four analysis areas.

6.42

Similarly to the Rural North area, there is a large oversupply of adult football pitches
and a shortfall in mini-soccer and junior football pitches. There is also a minor
shortfall in cricket pitches.
Table 6.5

Playing pitch issues and solutions: Rural South analysis-area

Issue
Junior football
An undersupply of
-5.4, estimated to
increase to -6.0 by
2021

Solution (to be developed)

Action
Plan4

There is currently a large undersupply of junior pitches in this
analysis area and this is predominantly based around the
Fazeley area. Currently junior sides in this area have to travel
outside of the District for suitable facilities.
The redesignation of adult pitches will only have a small effect
on this deficiency and only two school pitches are available
therefore new provision of pitches is the only way to meet this
deficiency.
Due to this undersupply it is vital that all pitches in the Fazeley
area are protected from development unless superior pitch
provision is provided.

Adult football
An oversupply of
8.4 estimated to
decrease to 8.3 by
2021

4

If the recommendations are followed in redesignating adult
football pitches to junior and mini soccer pitches, the level of
under utilisation will be reduced.
The Council should seek to maintain this level of provision to
allow for a strategic reserve of pitches for rest and recovery
and for the realisation of latent demand. Alternative sporting
uses could also be considered for such sites.

This column indicates the specific point in the Action Plan the recommendation refers to.
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Issue

Solution (to be developed)

Action
Plan4

Mini-soccer
An undersupply of
–4.0, estimated to
decrease to –4.5 by
2021

There is currently a large deficiency of mini-soccer pitches in
this analysis area and it is predominantly based around the
Fazeley area. The redesignation of adult pitches will only have
a small effect on this deficiency and no pitches are available at
primary schools. Therefore new provision of pitches is the only
way to meet his deficiency.

Cricket
An undersupply of
-0.8, estimated to
decrease to -0.6 by
2021
Junior rugby
n/a
Adult Rugby
n/a
Hockey
n/a

This small undersupply of pitches is due to Hammerwich
Cricket Club using facilities at Shenstone Cricket Club. There is
no need for the Council to take any action in this area.

4
5

No junior rugby pitches or demand currently evident in this area
No adult rugby pitches or demand currently evident in this area
The only Hockey club in the District is not based in this analysis
area.

Developer Contributions/Section 106 agreements
6.43

It is a long-standing and accepted principle that new residential developments should
include the provision of appropriate areas of public open space. It is now formally
accepted that all such development should actually contribute to the provision of
open space, including playing pitches, which are required to meet the needs
generated by the development and prevent deficiencies and shortfalls being
increased.

6.44

It is important that the Council continues to build on its very successful experiences
in this area and must continue to have firm pitch protection policies within adopted
planning policy. This is essential in order to derive robust Section 106 agreements
(Town and Country Planning Act (1990)) to ensure that playing pitches are provided
by developers as a basic element of community provision for new residential areas
and that appropriate provision is made for future maintenance. Most playing pitch
provision would be off-site (ideally provision should be forthcoming from the
developers of every new house) and should be vested in an appropriate authority to
secure it as public open space. Consideration should also be given to using
agreements to secure public access to educational sites. Circular 05/2005 provides
the basis of the pooling of contributions when a development is not of an extent to
warrant a complete new pitch.

6.45

Sport England have released much advice for local authorities that are involved in
the housing development process. The Good Practice Guide: Providing for sport and
recreation through new housing development was released in 2001. This guide for
planners, sports development and leisure officers, developers and others involved in
the housing development process gives advice on how sport and recreation provision
can pursuing a strategic approach at local authority level.
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6.46

This guidance was superseded in 2005 by the planning contributions kitbag
(www.sportengland.org/index/get_resources/planning_for_sport_front_page/kitbag_fr
ont_page.htm) which provides advise on the three key areas of
•

explaining what planning contributions are

•

developing local frameworks

•

good practice examples.

Recommendation 5:
The Council should seek to ensure that through the application of planning
policies the recreational needs of future residents within residential (and
appropriate commercial) proposals are appropriately met. In this respect
Section 106 planning obligations potentially could be used.

Sources of capital funding
6.47

Areas for improvement identified in the site visits may require either capital or
revenue expenditure (or both). There are several potential sources of financial aid.
These include:
•

Football Foundation

•

Sport England Lottery Fund

•

Rugby Football Foundation

•

National Lottery Funding.

Football Foundation
6.48

The Foundation is dedicated to revitalising the grass roots of the game, constructing
modern football infrastructure creating facilities that are fit for the game in the 21st
century. The maximum grant for a capital project is £1 million. Grants of this size will
only be awarded in exceptional circumstances. The percentage level of support is
variable, but in exceptional circumstances could reach 90%.
(See http://www.footballfoundation.org.uk/ for more information)
Sport England Community Investment Fund

6.49

The Sport England Community Investment Fund is used for funding applications over
£5000. The West Midlands region has £14 million pounds to distribute up to April
2009. As demand for funding will exceed supply, investment will be targeted at
projects that contribute towards the regional plan for sport in the West Midlands Sign
up for Sport.

6.50

This includes:
•

increasing levels of participation in club and community sport

•

widening access to sport
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•

creating safer and stronger communities through sport

•

benefiting the economy through sport.

(See http://www.sportengland.org/ for more information)
Rugby Football Foundation
6.51

In January 2003, the Rugby Football Union (RFU) announced the commencement of
this fund. Community rugby clubs can apply for grants and/or interest-free loans to
fund capital facility projects which contribute to the recruitment and retention of
players. This funding is available to clubs participating at Level 5 or below.

6.52

There are two different elements to the fund:
•

Ground Match Grant Scheme: this provides easy-to-access grant funding for
capital playing projects which contribute to the recruitment and retention of
players. A list of projects that qualify for a grant will be sent to clubs on
request as part of the application pack. All projects that qualify for a grant also
qualify for the loan (see below)
At present, clubs can apply for between £1,500 and £5,000, which they must
equally match (ie 50:50). Clubs may only apply for one grant per project.

•

6.53

Interest-free loan schemes: The interest-free loan scheme provides loans to
clubs to help finance capital projects which contribute to the recruitment and
retention of players. The key features of the scheme are:
-

loans will be interest-free (though if a club defaults on a capital payment,
the whole loan will be subject to interest until the outstanding amounts are
paid)

-

the maximum loan available is £100,000

-

the maximum loan period will be 15 years, including an initial two-year
capital holiday

-

security will be required for the loan scheme in the form of either a charge
over property or personal guarantees.

Please note that clubs may apply for both a grant and a loan for the same project
(providing that the appropriate conditions are met). A club could, therefore, apply for
a maximum grant of £5,000 (providing it matches it with £5,000 of other funding) and
a maximum loan of £100,000. Grants and loans will be awarded by the Trustees of
the Rugby Football Foundation.
National Lottery Funding

6.54

6.55

Lottery funded projects include:
•

Awards for All

•

Parks for People

•

Young People’s Fund

These are described in the paragraphs below.
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Awards for All
6.56

The Lottery Small Grants Scheme offers Awards for All grants of between £300 and
£10,000 for small projects which involve people in their community. The Council
could not directly apply for such funds but could work with clubs in order for them to
apply.
Parks for People

6.57

This fund is committing £90million over the next three years to parks and gardens in
England. It aims to improve local environments and quality of life as well as making
a lasting impact on the lives of local people and the places where they live.

6.58

Grants will range from £250,000 to £5m however the main aim is for improvements to
a green space used for informal recreation and enjoyment. 25% of the project costs
would need to be raised by the Council themselves, including at least 5% cash from
the Council’s own resources.
Young People’s Fund

6.59

A further lottery funded programme is the Young People’s Fund. This is designed to
support projects which provide opportunities for young people in deprived areas. The
projects must show that they are contributing towards keeping young people active,
healthy, safe, enjoying activities and making a positive contribution to the community.

6.60

Applicants to the Young People’s fund can be either young individuals, voluntary or
community organisations. Grants between £250 and £5,000 are available to
individuals aged between 11 and 25 years old. Community and voluntary
organisations have been provided with a total of £40 million, to be divided into grants
between £5,000 and £150,000 over a three-year period.
Sportsmatch

6.61

The Sportsmatch scheme is government funded and designed to match pound for
pound funds raised. Funding is aimed at projects which aim to increase participation
in sport at the grass root level and/or improve basic skills. Capital projects under
£5,000 are considered but most of the annual £3.6 million pounds are aimed at
revenue based projects. The maximum amount available is £50,000.
Lord Taveners

6.62

The Lord’s Taverners distribute funding for cricket projects through various County
Cricket Boards. Grants of up to £6,000 are available for the installation and of nonturf pitches and practice ends. The Council cannot apply for funds directly but could
work with other local organizations to prepare such a bid.
Barclays Spaces for Sport

6.63

The Barclays Spaces for Sports scheme is an exciting new partnership between
Barclays, Groundwork and the Football Foundation, providing £30 million over three
years to create or improve sports facilities in communities across the UK.

6.64

Seven flagship sites per year will be delivered with matched funding from the Football
Foundation. A further number of smaller sites will also be created, offering basketball,
netball, tennis through to skateboard and BMX tracks.
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6.65

Every site will be supplied with sports equipment with further support available to
help the community get the most out of the new facilities.

6.66

In terms of site selection, Barclays Spaces for Sports is a closed Scheme, which
means the general public are not being asked to send in applications for the sites.
Instead, Barclays will use and build upon the existing local networks of Groundwork
and Football Foundation to identify potential sites.
Foundation for Sports and the Arts

6.67

The foundation for sports and the arts distribute monies collected by the football
pools companies. The aim of the charity is to:
“increase participation in sports and the arts, especially amongst young people and
those with more ability than resources”

6.68

Awards up to £100,000 have been awarded in the past, though such levels are
unusual. It is not currently possible to make applications for football based projects.
Developers

6.69

Through Section 106 agreements (see earlier in this Section).

6.70

It is assumed that sufficient financial resources will not be available immediately to
meet all the identified needs. To ensure strategic development of all the potential
projects in the District of Lichfield it is necessary to:
•

give all partners, providers and users the opportunity to add to this long list of
projects and ensure that it evolves as necessary throughout the course of this
strategy

•

develop a set of criteria against which projects can be judged, in order to
assess which of the potential projects should be developed first

•

make priorities against this criteria

The Disability Discrimination Act (DDA)
6.71

The DDA aims to end the discrimination that many people with disabilities face. This
act gives people with disabilities rights in the areas of:
•

employment

•

access to goods, facilities and services

•

buying or renting land or property.

6.72

On 1 October 2004 the final stages of the goods, facilities and services provisions of
Part III of the DDA came into force. The new duties will apply to all providers of
services to the public where physical features make access to their services
impossible or unreasonably difficult for people with disabilities.

6.73

The Disability Rights Commission (DRC) published the revised Code of Practice on
this subject in February 2002. This statutory code, agreed by Parliament, provides
detailed advice on the way the law will work, together with practical examples. This
document can be obtained from www.drc-gb.org.
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6.74

The DRC list 18 types of services and facilities that are covered by the DDA, one of
which is sport and leisure. Therefore, the Council should ensure that all their facilities
comply with the DDA requirements.
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Developing a local standard
6.75

An important outcome from a playing pitch strategy is the development of local
standards of provision, in accordance with national planning policy. Such standards
will:
•

underpin negotiations with developers over their contributions for new pitch
provision to meet the needs of new residential developments

•

provide an additional overview of the general supply of pitches/level of
provision

•

assist in protecting land in playing field use

•

assist in benchmarking with other areas/authorities.

6.76

The NPFA’s Six Acre Standard states that for every 1,000 people, 1.2 hectares of
playing pitches should be provided. However, this is a national benchmark and has
little value at a local level as local standards can be as low as 0.4 or 0.5 in urban
areas. Therefore local factors are of vital importance when establishing a local
standard.

6.77

Using the data provided in the playing pitch modelling, a more accurate local
standard can be put forward, in line with PPG 17. The standard proposed is for all
areas of the District and it is not intended that the individual analysis areas have
separate standards.

6.78

The existing and a future local standard has been calculated in Table 6.6. The
existing local standard is based upon the current supply of pitches (measured in
area) in each sub area, divided by the number of population in that analysis area.
The total represents the current standard, which is 0.93ha per thousand population.

6.79

The future local standard calculation is based upon the findings of this report for the
future year 2021. It takes into account the additional (or under utilised) pitches
identified within this report in 2021 and calculates the required area per thousand
population, which is 1.00ha.

6.80

The final action of the Action Plan (contained in the Executive Summary) sets out
that the Council should seek to achieve the local standard of 1.04ha per thousand
people by 2021.
Recommendation 6:
The Council should adopt a local standard of 1.06 pitches per 1,000 population
for all areas of the District
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Table 6.6 Development of a Local Standard – Calculations

Developing a local standard for Lichfield District
(a) Current situation 2005
Hectares per 1,000 population of accessible pitches
Lichfield sub-area
Burntwood sub-area
Rural South sub-area
Rural North sub-area

=
=
=
=

1.05
0.81
1.09
1.26

hectares per 1,000 population
hectares per 1,000 population
hectares per 1,000 population
hectares per 1,000 population

Lichfield District

=

1.02

hectares per 1,000 population

(b) Additonal pitches needed by 2015
junior artificial
mini
adult
junior
adult
cricket
hockey
rugby
rugby
football football football
pitches
pitches pitches pitches
pitches pitches pitches
0
0
2
1
0
0
1
0
2
1
0
0
2
0
0
2
2
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
0
0
2
0
0
5
5
1
0
4
1

Sub-area
Lichfield
Burntwood
Rural South
Rural North
Total

Total pitch area required for Lichfield District

8.90 hectares

(c) Recommended new standard for 2015
(taking into account additional needs and increases in population)

Lichfield
Burntwood
Rural South
Rural North

=
=
=
=

1.01
0.92
1.21
1.25

hectares per 1,000 population
hectares per 1,000 population
hectares per 1,000 population
hectares per 1,000 population

Lichfield District

=

1.06

hectares per 1,000 population
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APPENDIX A
DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION

Population data
Population
All Saints
Alrewas and Fradley
Armitage with Handsacre
Boley Park
Boney Hay
Bounre Vale
Burntwood Central
Chadsmead
Chase Terrace
Chasetown
Colton and Mavesyn
Curborough
Fazeley
Hammerwich
Highfield
King's Bromley
Leomansley
Little Aston
Longdon
Mease and Tame
Shenstone
St Johns
Stonnall
Stowe
Summerfield
Whittington
Total

2001
Census
3,611
4,686
5,181
4,890
3,295
1,993
3,250
3,661
5,068
3,581
1,750
5,237
4,581
3,420
3,194
1,651
3,816
2,832
1,807
3,383
3,206
5,173
1,470
5,123
4,036
3,337
93,232

Future
Population
3,356
5,274
6,619
4,706
3,204
1,635
3,195
3,528
4,901
3,724
1,720
4,874
5,141
3,289
3,652
1,582
6,132
2,583
1,831
3,303
3,034
6,580
1,509
5,670
3,655
3,273
97,970

APPENDIX B
PROPENSITY TO PARTICIPATE

Copyright: 2004 Mapping the Future

13 March 2006

TM

Sport and Leisure Potential
Report For:

PMP Consultancy

Defined Area:

Lichfield District PPS

Central Point:

N/A

Total Population Aged Over 18
Results from
area

73079

Results as %
of area

Results as %
of GB

Index
(ave.=100)

Index
difference

Angling

4636

6.3%

6.1%

104

4

Cycling

11985

16.4%

14.6%

112

12

Boats And Yachting

3430

4.7%

3.8%

122

22

Fitness/Health

15980

21.9%

19.7%

111

11

Football

13832

18.9%

19.7%

96

-4

Golf

9460

12.9%

12.0%

108

8

Motorcycling

4146

5.7%

4.1%

137

37

Motor Sport

9422

12.9%

9.7%

133

33

Riding

1998

2.7%

2.9%

95

-5

Rowing

302

0.4%

0.5%

89

-11

Rugby

5993

8.2%

8.0%

102

2

Running/Jogging

3505

4.8%

4.9%

98

-2

Scuba Diving

1432

2.0%

1.7%

117

17

Skiing

2864

3.9%

3.2%

122

22

Snooker/Pool

8857

12.1%

11.1%

109

9

Snowboarding

415

0.6%

0.6%

100

0

Squash

2337

3.2%

3.1%

103

3

Swimming

16282

22.3%

23.0%

97

-3

Tennis

3015

4.1%

5.1%

81

-19

Watersports

1922

2.6%

3.0%

87

-13

No Sport

24196

33.1%

35.4%

93

-7

Source: 1999 Million Plus Panel/ Continental
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Demographic

13 March 2006

TM

Profile
Results from
area

Results as %
of area

Results as %
of GB

Number of Children Per Household (aged under 18)
One
10892
14.9%
13.9%
Two
11269
15.4%
14.9%
Three
2827
3.9%
4.6%
Four
528
0.7%
1.0%
Five
75
0.1%
0.2%
Six or more
75
0.1%
0.0%
No Children
47413
64.9%
65.3%
Number of Adults Per Household (aged 18 and
One
6671
9.1%
Yachting
Two
51483
Three
10553
14.4%
Four
3769
5.2%
Five
603
0.8%
Six
0
0.0%
Seven or more
0
0.0%
Social Class
AB
27211
C1
22915
C2
9083
D
5126
E
8744
Cars in Household
1 car
25101
2 cars
26458
3 or more cars
7086
No cars
14435
Family Income
LessThan £5k
5088
£5-£10k
9234
£10-£15k
10289
£15-£20k
10364
£20-£25k
10251
£25-£30k
9724
£30-£40k
8593
£40-£50k
4900
Interest
£50-£60k
Over £60k
2714
Source: 1999 Million Plus Panel/ Continental

Index
(ave.=100)

107
103
84
69
50
154
99

Index
difference

7
3
-16
-31
-50
-246
-1

11.8%
70.4%
12.1%
4.0%
0.6%
0.1%
0.1%

78
71.4%
120
128
137
0
0

-22
99 -1
20
28
37
-100
-300

37.2%
31.4%
12.4%
7.0%
12.0%

30.7%
13.2%
14.8%
7.3%
15.1%

121
237
84
96
79

21
137
-16
-4
-21

34.3%
36.2%
9.7%
19.8%

41.9%
26.9%
5.2%
25.0%

82
134
186
79

-18
34
86
-21

7.0%
12.6%
14.1%
14.2%
14.0%
13.3%
11.8%
6.7%
1922
3.7%

8.1%
15.5%
16.0%
14.6%
13.5%
11.1%
11.0%
5.2%
2.6%
2.5%

86
82
88
97
104
119
107
128
2.5%
151

-14
-18
-12
-3
4
19
7
28
104
51

4
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QUESTIONNAIRES

Lichfield Playing Pitches Strategy
Parish / Town Council questionnaire

[Name and address details]

Instructions for completing the grid overleaf:
•
•

•

•
•
•

Tick each box which is relevant to the facility
Please attach a copy of your schedule of bookings for the facilities identified on
the grid
If you do not know the answer to a question, please mark the box with a question
mark
If you run out of space on a line, please mark with an asterisk and continue on a
separate sheet
Please return the completed questionnaire in the FREEPOST envelope provided
or by fax by Friday 10th February, even if the information is incomplete
If you have any queries please contact Andrew Searle at:
− Tel: 0207 5343947
− Fax: 0207 7344329
− E-mail: andrewsearle@pmpconsult.com
Thank you very much for your assistance

Q1 Are any of these facilities/ pitches threatened in any way? Please indicate either yes or
no in the box and then make further comments in the space below:
Mini soccer…

Junior Football…

Adult football…

Junior Rugby…

Adult rugby…

Netball court…

Cricket (grass)…

Cricket (artificial)…

Hockey (grass)…

Artificial Turf Pitch…

Generic grass pitch..

Tennis court…

Bowling green…
Further comments:

Q2 Do you have any plans for the expansion of the following facilities/pitches? Please
indicate either yes or no in the box and then make further comments in the space below:
Mini soccer…

Junior Football…

Adult football…

Junior Rugby…

Adult rugby…

Netball court…

Cricket (grass)…

Cricket (artificial)…

Hockey (grass)…

Artificial Turf Pitch…

Generic grass pitch..

Tennis court…

Bowling green…
Further comments:

Q3. Please give the names of those clubs using your pitches:

Q4 For the facilities identified in Q1, please indicate in the boxes whether these
facilities/pitches are currently utilised to the full by indicating under (U)/over (O)/at
capacity (A).
Mini soccer…

Junior Football…

Adult football…

Junior Rugby…

Adult rugby…

Netball court…

Cricket (grass)…

Cricket (artificial)…

Hockey (grass)…

Artificial Turf Pitch…

Generic grass pitch..

Tennis court…

Bowling green…
Q5 If applicable, at what times and on what days are the above facilities used by community
teams?
Mon – day

Mon – evening

Tues - day

Tues – evening

Wed – day

Wed – evening

Thurs – day

Thurs - evening

Fri – day

Fri – evening

Sat - day

Sat - evening

Sun - day

Sun - evening

Q6 Do you see demand increasing for these facilities/pitches?
Yes…

No…

If yes, please explain why. (For example, you may be involved in a sports development
initiative).

Q7 Do you have any other comments concerning playing pitch provision in Lichfield?

MANY THANKS FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE

Lichfield Sports Pitches Strategy
Instructions
1. Tick each box which is relevant to the facility, or insert a number to indicate quantity
2. If you don't know the answer to a question, please mark with a question mark
3. If you run out of space on a line, please mark with an asterisk and continue over the page or on a separate sheet
4. If you run out of space on this questionnaire, or have any problems completing it, please call Andew Searle at PMP (020 7534 3947)
5. Please return the questionnaire by Friday 10th February, even if it is incomplete.

Mr A J Bloggs

99 year lease until 2030

Alton Recreation
Ground

GU99 ABC

Parish Council

N/a

Red Lane, Alton.

1

1

1
2

1

Alton Football
Every Saturday, 2-5pm, Sept to April Club
Every Saturday, 10-4pm, Sept-May;
Alton RFC
Every Tuesday, 7-9pm, all year

£10/day
£25/day

6

2

4
8

2
4

0

1
1

9
1

N

11 Y

Compliant with the Disability
Discrimination Act

P = poor (in need of serious
improvement)

A = average (some repair/
improvements needed)

G = good condition (no/ very little
repair required)

Other (please specify)

Floodlights (Yes or No)

No. of car parking spaces (approx)

2

Clubroom

2

Bar

Charges

Number of toilets

On... (insert days/times/seasons)

Facility ratings

Ancillary facilities (insert quantity)

Number of showers

Bowls rinks

Tennis courts

Synthetic turf pitch (Astroturf)

Grass hockey pitches

2

Hired to….

Current usage

Number of officials' changing rooms

GU99 XYZ

Availability

Number of team changing rooms

Alton playing field Green Lane, Alton.

Junior rugby pitches

Lease and rent details (term, review,
etc)

Adult rugby pitches

Postcode or
grid reference Freeholder

Cricket pitches

Address

Type of facility (insert quantity of each)

Adult football pitches

Name of venue
Examples:

Ownership

Junior football pitches

Address details

APPENDIX D
PITCH AND CLUB LIST

2

2

1

2

Actual nr of STPs

Actual nr of adult grass hockey pitches

Actual nr of junior rugby league pitches

Actual nr of adult rugby league pitches

Actual nr of junior rugby union pitches

Actual nr of adult rugby union pitches

Actual nr of cricket pitches

Actual nr of mini football pitches

Ownership
LEA
LEA
LEA
Local Authority
Parish Council
Private/Corporate
Private/Corporate
Local Authority
Local Authority
Local Authority
Local Authority
Local Authority
Private/Corporate
Private/Corporate
Parish Council
Private/Corporate
Private/Corporate
County Council
Private/Corporate
Parish Council
Local Authority
Private/Corporate
Parish Council
Private/Corporate
Local Authority
Private/Corporate
Local Authority
Voluntary Sector
Private/Corporate
Private/Corporate
Private/Corporate
Private/Corporate
Private/Corporate
Private/Corporate
Private/Corporate
LEA
LEA
Parish Council
Parish Council
Parish Council
Private/Corporate
Local Authority
Private/Corporate
Private/Corporate
LEA
Private/Corporate
Private/Corporate
Private/Corporate
Private/Corporate

Actual nr of adult football pitches

Site
Chasetown Specialist Sports College
Charnwood Primary School
Nether Stowe High School
Hospital Road Playing Fields
School Lane Playing Field, Ridware
Hammerwich Cricket Club
Shenstone Cricket Club/Playing Fields
Beacon Park
Burntwood Leisure Centre
Kind Edward Leisure Centre
Brownsfield Park
Redwood Park
Lichfield Cricket, hockey and rugby Club
Burntwood Rugby Club
Whittington (Bit End Field)
Swinfen Hall
Buds Road, Gentleshaw
Burntwood Youth Club
Chasetown FC
Kings Bromley Playing Field
Beacon Park
Mile Oak Rovers
Millmoor Avenue, Armitage
Coton Green FC (New Mill Lane)
Shortbutts Lane
Rugeley Power Station
Oakdene Day Centre
Burntwood Memorial Institute
Lichfield RUFC
Walkfield (Alrewas CC)
Elford Cricket Club
Kings Bromley Cricket Club
Red Lion Ground - Longdon Green
Wall Cricket Club
Baxters Field (Whittington)
The Friary School
Ridgeway Primary School
Shenstone Playing Fields
Stonnall Playing Fields
Little Aston Recreation Ground
Westfields (Armitage Cricket Club)
Stychbrook Park
Tamworth Cricket and Hockey Club
Earlington Star
Rawlett Community Sports College
Harlaston Bridge
Drayton Bassett
Enots Sports Pitch
Foseco FC (Coleshill Road)
Total

Actual nr of junior football pitches

Pitches with secured community use

2

2
2

1

2

2
1
1
1
6
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

1
1

1
2
1

1

1

2

1

1
3

1
1

1

1
1
1

1
4
1
1
1
1
1

1

2
1

1

3

3

1
1
1
1

1

1
2
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
49

2

3

12

11

1

19

11

7

0

0

3

Ward
Chasetown
Curborough
Curborough
Hammerwich
Colton and Mavesyn
Hammerwich
Shenstone
Leomansley
1 Chasetown
1 St Johns
Stowe
Burntwood Central
Curborough
Chasetown
Whittington
Bourne Vale
Longdon
Chasetown
Chasetown
King's Bromley
Leomansley
Fazeley
Armitage with Handsacre
Fazeley
St Johns
Armitage with Handsacre
Chasetown
All Saints
Whittington
Alrewas and Fradley
Mease and Tame
King's Bromley
Longdon
Shenstone
Whittington
Chadsmead
Summerfield
Shenstone
Shenstone
Little Aston
Armitage with Handsacre
Curborough
Mease and Tame
Little Aston
Mease and Tame
Mease and Tame
Bourne Vale
Stowe
Little Aston
2
114

4

1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
1

2

1

1

Actual nr of STPs

Actual nr of adult grass hockey pitches

Actual nr of junior rugby league pitches

Actual nr of adult rugby league pitches

Actual nr of junior rugby union pitches

Actual nr of adult rugby union pitches

Actual nr of cricket pitches

Actual nr of mini football pitches

Ownership
LEA
LEA
LEA
Private/Corporate
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA

Actual nr of adult football pitches

Site
Fulfen Primary School
Willows Primary School
All Saints Primary School
Whittington Army Barracks
The Croft Primary
Hayes Meadow Primary School
Longwood Primary School
Millfield Primary School
Chasetown Community School

Actual nr of junior football pitches

Pitches with community use but without official dual use agreement

Ward
All Saints
Curborough
Alrewas and Fradley
Whittington
Armitage with Handsacre
Armitage with Handsacre
Fazeley
Fazeley
Chasetown

Total
Community Use

4

10

3

0

1

0

0

0

0

0

18

53

22

14

19

12

7

0

0

3

2

132

Total

Actual nr of STPs

Actual nr of adult grass hockey pitches

Actual nr of junior rugby league pitches

Actual nr of adult rugby league pitches

Actual nr of junior rugby union pitches

Actual nr of adult rugby union pitches

Actual nr of cricket pitches

Actual nr of mini football pitches

Ownership
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
LEA
Other Education
LEA
LEA
Other Education

Actual nr of adult football pitches

Site
Scotch Orchard Primary School
Chadsmead Primary School
Christ Church Primary
Highfield Primary School
Henry Chadwick Primary School
Chase Terrace Technology College
Manor Primary School
Mary Howard Primary School
St Chads Primary School
Springhill Primary School
St Andrews Primary
Holly Grove Primary School
Whittington School
Greysbrooke Primary School
Boney Hay Primary School
Chase Terrace Primary School
Howard Primary School
Little Aston Primary School
St James Primary School
St Joseph & St Theresa Primary School
St Marys Primary School
St Peters Primary School
St Stephens Primary School
St Michaels & St Joseph
Cathedral School
Queens Croft School
Shenstone Lodge School
St Johns Preparatory School

Actual nr of junior football pitches

Pitches without secured community use

7

1
22

1
9

3

3

0

0

0

0

Ward
Stowe
Chadsmead
Leomansley
All Saints
Colton and Mavesyn
Burntwood Central
Bourne Vale
Mease and Tame
Stowe
Summerfield
Mease and Tame
Chase Terrace
Whittington
Shenstone
Boney Hay
Burntwood Central
Mease and Tame
Little Aston
Longdon
Chasetown
Colton and Mavesyn
Stonnall
Alrewas and Fradley
Boley Park
Stowe
Leomansley
Shenstone
Longdon
0
44

60

44

23

22

15

7

0

0

3

2

1
1
1
1

1
1
1

4

1

2

3

1
1
2
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
1

176

1

Mini Soccer

Mixed junior

Junior female

Junior Male

Mixed adult

Adult female

Football clubs
Hammerwich FC
Burntwood Town FC
Alrewas Colts
Alrewas Colts
Drayton Bassett
Hammerwich FC
Hammerwich FC
Spinney FC
Uxbridge Athletic
Burntwood Dragons
Burntwood Dragons
Burntwood White Swans
Chase Athletic Juniors
Chasetown FC
Hammerwich FC
Hammerwich FC
Hammerwich FC
Nags Head
Ridware Oak Football Club
Ridware Swifts
Beacon Park FC
Beacon Park FC
Boley Park FC
Lichfield Diamonds
Shires FC
Deer Park FC
Mile Oak Rovers
Coton Green FC
Triangle FC
Burntwood Rovers FC
Hammerwich Atheltic
Hammerwich FC
St Matthews Hospital SSC FC
Kings Bromley Swifts
Railway Tavern Football Club
Fox and Dogs Football Club
Feathers FC
Beacon Park FC
Boley Park FC
Boley Park FC
Crown Lichfield
Fradley FC
Lichfield Brenstar
Lichfield Town
Scales FC
Streethay Anchor
Trident FC
Turnpike
Windmill FC
The Boat FC
Ridware Swifts
Dulwich FC
Edingale Swifts
Black Horse FC
Shenstone Pathfinder FC
Trent Valley
Lichfield Enots
Whittington FC
Whittington FC
Whittington United
Hazlewood
Trident FC
Junction FC
Travellers Rest FC
Winding Wheel FC
Talbot Athletic FC
Rugeley Power Station FC

Adult Male

Football clubs

4

1
1
1
1
1

3

2
1

1
1
1

2
3

3
2

2

2

1
3
2
1

1
1

1

1
1
1
5
2
2
1

2
6
1
6

1
4
1

2
1
5

1

3

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1

2
2
1

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
3
1
1
1

2

8

2

46

7

1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
1
54

2

0

0

37

Ground
Ward
Fulfens School
All Saints
Memorial Ground, Rugeley Road, Burntwood All Saints
All saints school
Alrewas and Fradley
Walkfield
Alrewas and Fradley
Drayton Bassett
Bourne Vale
Redwood Park
Burntwood Central
Chase Terrace Primary School
Burntwood Central
Redwood Park
Burntwood Central
Redwood Park
Burntwood Central
Chasetown Specilast sports college
Chasetown
Burntwood Rugby Club
Chasetown
Burntwood Youth Centre
Chasetown
(play outside area as pitches not available) Chasetown
Chasetown FC
Chasetown
The Oakdene
Chasetown
Burntwood Youth Centre
Chasetown
Chasetown Community School
Chasetown
Burntwood Leisure Centre
Chasetown
School Lane
Colton and Mavesyn
School Lane
Colton and Mavesyn
Charnwood Primary School
Curborough
Nether Stowe High School
Curborough
Nether Stowe High School
Curborough
Lichfield Cricket Club
Curborough
Charnwood Primary School
Curborough
Anchor Valley (Tamworth)
Fazeley
Mile Oak Rovers
Fazeley
New Mill Lane
Fazeley
Hosptial Fields (Coppy Nook)
Hammerwich
Hosptial Fields (Coppy Nook)
Hammerwich
Hosptial Fields (Coppy Nook)
Hammerwich
Hammerwich Cricket Club
Hammerwich
The Riddings
Highfield
Kings Bromley Playing Field
King's Bromley
Beacon Park
Leomansley
Beacon Park
Leomansley
Beacon Park
Leomansley
Beacon Park
Leomansley
Beacon Park (Bypass)
Leomansley
Beacon Park
Leomansley
Beacon Park
Leomansley
Beacon Park (Bypass)
Leomansley
Beacon Park
Leomansley
Beacon Park
Leomansley
Beacon Park
Leomansley
Beacon Park
Leomansley
Beacon Park
Leomansley
Beacon Park
Leomansley
Beacon Park
Leomansley
Beacon Park (Bypass)
Leomansley
Beacon Park
Leomansley
Beacon Park
Leomansley
Harlaston Bridge
Mease and Tame
Harlaston Bridge
Mease and Tame
Shenstone Sports and Social Club
Shenstone
Shortbutts Lane
St Johns
Brownsfield Park
Stowe
Whittington Army Barracks
Whittington
Baxters Field
Whittington
Bit End Field
Whittington
Burntwood Leisure Centre
Chasetown
Beacon Park
Curborough
Enots Sports Centre
Curborough
Hosptial Fields (Coppy Nook)
Hammerwich
Memorial Ground, Rugeley Road, Burntwood All Saints
Memorial Ground, Rugeley Road, Burntwood All Saints
Rugeley Power Station
Armitage with Handsacre
146

146

4
1
2
2
6
4
3
2
2
2
1
1
3
1
2
1
1
38

3

2

2
4
4

2

3

0

16

Male Veteran

Junior Mixed

Junior Female

Junior Male

Adult Female

Cricket clubs
Whittington Cricket Club
Lichfield Nomads Cricket Club
Kings Bromley Cricket Club
Alrewas Cricket Club
Tamworth Cricket Club
Lichfield Cricket Club
Elford Cricket Club
Hammerwich Cricket Club
Hammerwich Cricket Club
Longdon Cricket Club
Cannock Wood Cricket Club
Wall Cricket Club
Armitage Cricket Club
Friary Grange Cricket Club
St Matthews Cricket Club
Centre Set Cricket Club
Rugeley Power Station CC
Total

Adult Male

Cricket Clubs

1

0

4

1

Ground
Bit end Field
(none)
Kings Bromley CC
Walkfield
Tamworth CC
Lichfield Cricket Club
Elford Cricket Club
Hammerwich Cricket Club
Shenstone Cricket Club
Red Lion Ground - Longdon Green
Buds Road
Wall Cricket Club
Westfields Road Ground
The Friary School
The Riddings
Shenstone Playing Fields
Rugeley Power Station

Ward
Whittington
Stowe
King's Bromley
Alrewas and Fradley
Mease and Tame
Curborough
Mease and Tame
Hammerwich
Shenstone
Longdon
Longdon
Shenstone
Armitage with Handsacre
Chadsmead
Highfield
Shenstone
Armitage with Handsacre
59

9

0

Mixed Junior

3

Veteran male (over 35)

3

4
5

Junior female

Junior Male

4
5
2
11

Adult female

Rugby Union clubs
Burntwood Rugby Union Football Club
Lichfield RUFC
Whittington RUFC
Total

Adult Male

Rugby Union clubs

1
1

4

2

4

Ground
Ward
Burntwood Rugby Club
Chasetown
Lichfield RUFC
Whittington
Lichfield cricket, hockey club Curborough
29

Junior Male

Junior Female

Junior Mixed

2
3

1

5

2

2

8

5

1

5

2

2

0

Veteran Female

Mixed Adult

5
3

Veteran Male

Adult Female

Hockey clubs
Lichfield Hockey Club
Lichfield Hockey Club
Total

Adult Male

Hockey clubs

Ground
Ward
King Edward Leisure Centre St Johns
Burntwood Leisure Centre
Chasetown
0
23

APPENDIX E
SITE VISIT MATRIX

Quality Assessment - Site Sheet and Ancillary Facilities
Site Name:

Assessment undertaken by:

Site Address:

Date of Assessment:

Grid Ref: X
Grid Ref: Y
Nr of pitch(es):

Weather condition:
Football

Cricket

Rugby

Hockey

Other

Assessment Criteria (please rank each of the following aspects for each pitch with an 'X' in the coloured box to the right of the chosen answer)
Rating

Element

Guidance notes

Comments

About the ancillary facilities…
Perceived quality of changing accommodation

Excellent
None

Evidence of vandalism
Parking

Scoring:

Good

Average

Yes - some
Good

0

out of

Total Score

No changing
Yes - lots

Average

20

Poor

Damage to pavillion, graffiti, broken glass etc

Poor

Key:

0%

Does it look well maintained, clean, safe etc

Is there enough for circa 20 cars, bays marked out etc

over 90%
60%-89%
40%-59%
30%-39%
Less than 30%

Excellent
Good
Average
Poor
Very Poor

APPENDIX F
TEAM GENERATION RATES

Team Generation Rate - Calculator
Age Groups

Football:
Mini-soccer

6-9yrs

10-15yrs
Junior male
10-15yrs
Junior female
16-45yrs
Senior male
16-45yrs
Senior female
Totals for football (excluding mini)

Pop'tion
within Age
group

Age group
as a % of
total active
pop'tion

Number of
Teams
within age
group

Teams
TGR = Pop
generated in age group
per 1000 pop needed to
generate 1
team

4,652

7.6%

37

8.0

126

3,603
3,750
17,148
17,848
42,348

5.9%
6.1%
28.0%
29.1%

46
7
54
2
109

12.8
1.9
3.1
0.1
2.6

78
536
318
8,924

4,134
4,303
23,011
23,950
55,397

6.7%
7.0%
37.6%
39.1%

20
0
39
0
59

4.8
0.0
1.7
0.0
1.1

207
0
590
0

939

3,003
3,126
17,148
17,848

4.9%
5.1%
28.0%
29.1%

7
2
9
5

2.3
0.6
0.5
0.3

429
1,563
1,905
3,570

23

0.6

1,788

389

Cricket:
Junior male
Junior female
Senior male
Senior female
Totals for Cricket
Hockey:
Junior male
Junior female
Senior male
Senior female
Totals for Hockey
Rugby Union:
Mini-rugby
Junior male
Junior female
Senior male
Senior female
Totals for Rugby (ex mini)

11-17yrs
11-17yrs
18-55yrs
18-55yrs

11-15yrs
11-15yrs
16-45yrs
16-45yrs

41,125

8-12yrs

6,114

10.0%

4

0.7

1,528

13-17yrs
16-17yrs
18-45yrs

2,935
1,177
16,017
16,671

4.8%
1.9%
26.1%
27.2%

9
0
11
3

3.1
0.0
0.7
0.2

326
0
1,456
5,557

23

0.6

1,600

214

3.5

286

18-45yrs

36,800

All sports
61,273

100.0%

APPENDIX G
GLOSSARY OF TERMS

APPENDIX G – GLOSSARY OF TERMS

•

Lichfield District Council

(The Council)

•

Central Council for Physical Recreation

(CCPR)

•

Playing Pitch Methodology

(PPM)

•

Register of English Football Facilities

(REFF)

•

National Playing Fields Association

(NPFA)

•

Team Generation Rates

(TGRs)

•

National Governing Bodies

(NGBs)

•

Disability Discrimination Act

(DDA)

•

Disability Rights Commission

(DRC)

A playing pitch strategy for Lichfield

